
KING JOINS ARAB LEADERS 
IN PAYING CONDOLENCES 


MANAMA (AGENCIES) — US Defense Secretary William 
Cohen sensed immediately Saturday that the emir of 
Bahrain was ailing. 

Cohen, in Bahrain .is part uf a swing through seveml 
Gulf Slates to discuss defense issues, had a lienic day in 
which normal diplomatic courtesy turned to stunned 
mourning for a longtime US ally. 

“I could tell even this morning as I was talking with 
him there was something that wasn't quite right. He is a 
very warm, generous spirit with a light in iiis eyes that 
was not tliere today." 'Ilie meeting ended at 11:15 a. ill. 

Cohen had been invited to an open-air lunch in the 
desert by Bahrain's defense minister, Sheik Khalifa Ben 
Ahmad A! Khalifa. 

The plvone rang in his limousine: Plans changed, the 
lunch would take place at Bahrain's officers’ dub. 

There. Sheik Khalifa took two telephone calls. He 
hungup from the second cine and said simply: ‘‘The emir 
just died." 

Reporters nave ling with Cohen were being shuttled 
to Bahrain International Aiiport. Suddenly traffic was 
halted, and an ambulance escorted by two security velii- 
des and followed by several Mercedes limousines sped 
by in (he opposite direction. 

It was the emir, senior Bahrain officials said. He was 
already dead. He collapsed about live minutes afier 
Cohen left their late-morning meeting. Cmwn Prince 
Sheik Hamad Ben Isa Al Khalifa, the emir's son. was now 
the head of state. 

Only later would Cohen learn that five minutes alter 
his courtesy call, one of the world's longest-serving lead- 
ers was dead. 

Tlw Late Emir, died after suffering a heart attack in his 
palace. 

Sheik Isa Beil Salman Al Klialifa, 65, died shortly after 
collapsing, said a royal court official, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity: "He didn't last hair an hour." 

The official Gulf News. Agency quoted a palace state- 
ment as saying t liar "the emir, who ascended the throne 
in 1 96 1 , died of a heart attack. 

The emir was buried before sundown Saturday, a pri- 
vate and traditional Muslim ceremony in which his body 
was wrapped in white cation doth and lowered into the 
ground without a coffin. 

Sheik Hamad Ben Issa A) Khalifa, his eldest son and 
successor, attended the funeral along with Prime 
Minister Khalifa Ben Salman A! Khalifa, the late emir's 
brother. 

Other family members, ministers, members of a con- 


joined a large crowd of dozens" at the funeral. Muhammad Ben Zayud Al Niihy.ui, die nilicial Eniimri 

Thousands i if people took pait in a funeral proas- news agency WAM said, 
sinn. State [V broadcast pictures of the emit, wrapped in Bahrain stale television .showed the limir.Ki ullkriuN 
a green slinnid lor rhe color nf Islam, living carried presenting their condolences in Sheik Issa's suicessnr, 

through the auwds ill ihe desert hills nl'kilka. Sheik llnuiiid Hen Issn Al Khnlilii. 

Men in the traditional Gulf dislidash.i robe wept, with Sheik Issa's win. Crown I Vince Sheik I l:mid Hen Isa Al 
their faces buried in their hands. Khalifa. cpiiekly assumed the throne. 


Ginups of women, dad in black from head to toe, also 


"I am assuming the mie < if Bahrain. relying mi God, 


cried and heat their diesl in grief. But they did not take exerting all the efforts possible to serve our countiy anti 
part in the funeral, which is reserved for men in Islam. our people.” Sheik Hamad said in a siiilciiKlU released 
"The candle of Bahrain lias been put out." one of the by the Gulf News Agency. He noted he would continue 

women sobbed. After the funeral, lines of Bahraini and his father's policies. 

other Gulf officials were shown on television paying The transition was expected to he smooth because 
their condolences to the new emir. Most greeted Sheik Sheik Hamad lias been heavily involved in dny4o-day 
Hamul with a kiss on rhe nose, a tradition in the Gulf. miming of the country. The Cabinet met within hours uf 
Kuwaiti, Saudi and Emlrati leaders traveled to Bahrain Slieik Issa’s death and recognized Sheik Hamad as emir. 
Saturday night to pay their condolences on the death of Hamad, a graduate iifthe Sandhurst Military Academy ill 


the emir, Sheik Issa Ben Salman Al Khalifa. 


Britain, has been coniinandcr-in-chiel of the Bahr.ii 


Sheik Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sahah. and defense forces. 


Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz went to The late Sheik Isa underwent a medical checkup ill 
Manama, official news agencies said. the United States m November and was repelled in 

the United Arab l-miraies incfnd- good health. I lis first major .lilmeui was a heart attack in 

, General Mohammad Hen Rashid the nuuiths after the Iraqi invasion ul Kuwait in August 
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Thousands attend ftho funeral of Bahraini Emir Shaikh Um I bn Salman al-Khftllfa 


1990. when lie traveled to Cleveland. Ohio, fw&- ; 
incut. Ilahniin was the first nation in ihe Arab w»U i , 
discover oil and the lirst to led the pain of mimini'-.i ’ 
Slu-ik Isi tinned to human resource*. making up Mfc 
diying reset ws liy turning the island into an oiT4*s r 
(ice -bat iking zone and trade aiitiT while nunkri?! 
l 1 1. 1 i i i dl light industries. t 

Despite being a lieavy-haixled ruler for decade*, 
was mcessible l<> his people, allowing them Kiairjiv- 
antes and lequest linamiil assistance. 

Ihe late Sheik Isa Ben Salman Al Klialifa. steered 
country in 37 years of mle through independence, to- 
munic prosperity and local and regional tensions. 

“We hope Bahrain will remain as it has been off * 
years, all important strategic center for world cat®' 

and trade," Slieik Isa once said. 

In a newspaper interview in December 19w - 

liis '25th anniversary as emir. Slieik Isa said he 
his biggest achievement as niler had been 
lion ol it 25 kilometer causeway linking Bahrain to 
Arabia ljy mail lor the first time. It vwop*®‘ 
November 19%. Tile Al Kluilifas came to Bahran 
Arabia ill I7H2 and the following 
Persians, wht. bad token over the island tram 
hilt iigue.se hi the early 17th century. 

Horn in 19.0. Slieik Isa came ro the thrane ii ^ 
the death ol his father, Sheik Salman en 
HihIUj. ill Id" luvillB bwnM nKdmw-^^ 
Hiihriilii Ind Ijl’l’ii .1 British 
inh cmrniy Hut with fc B™ 111 * 1 

[lnrsHtce enst of Suez I. .the 
post'd to include Baltraln. neighboring ^ ^ 
seven Tmcial States liinlier down ih eQ* 
United Arab Emirates. Sheik Isa. til 

Bed with elements or the proposed 
decided to seek full Ind^endsnce. ffl 

He adopted die title ofEintr on 
and in 1973 established an elected 0d«*T. 
on those of Lebanon and Kuwait. __ 

Tlte experiment was short-toed- „ ^ 
dominated by leftists opposed to rte . 
autocratic-style rule. wwtonp 

Dissatisfaction with ■*“?*!£**• Is* 5 
domestic political unrest led to C* *T*7 
Political parties are banned 
The Emir himseir was 

have spare dme I like to spend »* Sks* 1 * 
children. I also enjoy lalconry and hunting ■ , , . 


Abides — His Majesty King ‘I lie King and ucompnicd 
VMiM II ordained the legacy of delegation returned homo right 
fcdoje brotherly bilateral rein- after the- homage yesterday, 
e.rsbecween the Kingdom and The Jordanian government had 
Milan by leading, on Sunday, a announced a seven-day period ol 
t-.pfrtd Jordanian delegation to Humming over the death ol tile 
'’Alma to pay condolences to l-inir on Sami day. during which 
lean people and government Ikigs will lly at half mast . 

(■tithe death of the late Emir The government described the 
’ja bin Salman Al Hulilbh ol a late Bahraini lendet as having 


to attack on Saturday. been "a great Iriend ol the late 

ft* King \vas accompanied liy King Hussein and one of the 

(rfiif Minister Abdul Ranuf great leaders uf the Arab nation.' 
foabdeh. Royal Court Chief Prime Minister Rawnlxleh sent 
Mid Karim Kabariti, Tlieir Royal a cable nl condolences to the 

H%bn«ses Prince Raad Bin Zeitl, Bahraini Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ali Bin Nayef, Prince Faisal, Klialilch saying “Jordan has lost a 
Hashim. Prince Talal Bin liieiul win. was mi the Kingdom's 
"ohammad and Prince Gltazi Bin side in the most dilliculr times, 
‘yiammad. Arab leaders Hocked to 

accompanying His Bahrain on Sunday to pay their 
foreign Minister condolences to llie new emir. 

Rah Khatib, Minister of In the large open courtyard nl 


were foreign Minister 
towl Rah Khatib, Minister of 


£ and Culture Nassei the entrance to tlw emir's palace, 

6*1 1 JjJ and Minister of Interior thick lines of people pressed far- 
h \ : 7. Q at ^- ward to oiler condolences. In 


v*fQadi, ward to oiler condolences. In 

Abdullah and tlu? acconv- turn they shook their new 
^ delegation were- leader's hand and murmured 
upon their arrival at the words of comfort. 

! Airport by Bahraini livery so often the emir would 

; Minister Sheikh Khalifcli emerge from the reception to 
: _ lMn l an AlKhalifeh and oilier meet one ol the visiting foreign 
■ dignitaries. I le would usher them 

®tonem issued hy the hack onto solas where they 
"the King would sip tea fin 1 a few minutes 
kep grieFthc P ass - before departing. 

j. “tir of Bahrain." Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 

‘r^'bh praised the late said Sheikh Issa's death was "a 
7*. ^ state f° r “his great loss for the Arab world and 
auj . 0 brai 8 ^hs together the Palestinian people in partlcu-. • 
h,^ 15 . I^orable stance lar" whose cause lie had sup- 
•al ^ ordan " statement ported, die official news agency 
Ihe m . CNA reported. 

fkdher ih ? nart -- ' whose own Qatar's Emir Sheikh Hamad ibh 


Ihe ii , CNA reported. 

fkdher th ? narth ' whose own Qatar's Emir Sheikh Hamad ibh 

bn J*® 6 Wn 8 Hussein died Klialifa Al Tliani, whose country 
lt| e(onrffti' pdsse< * on ^' s “s' 0 - has a territorial dispute with 
^ Arab for t * le ^ eat h Manama, met the new emir tp 
ffe in er w ^° devoted his convey "the sadness of the Qatari 

tv) , “7*“ °f his people people." But Doha did not call off 
nation." its municipal vote on Monday. 


from Oman, Sultan Qaboos 
assured Bahrain’s emir nl 
Muscat's support alter "the death 
of utir brother," while Kuwaiti 
l-inir Sheikh Sand Al Abdullah Al 
S.ibah was already in Bahrain late 
Saturday to pay his condolences. 

As several Arab countries 
declared periods ol mourning, 
Crown Prince Abdullah ilm Abdul 
Aziz of Bahrain's migluy neigh- 
bor Saudi Arabia was also among 
the first to lly in to meet Sheikh 
Hamad- 

Iranian Foreign Minister Kama! 
Kliarazi joined the Gulf leaders in 
Manama, jusr days .after his Gulf 
Arab counterparts condemned 
Icliran for staging military exer- 
cises near islands at the center of 
a dispute with the Emirates. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak traveled to Bahrain on 
Sunday. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad also tlew in to praise the 
late emir for his “wise policies 
which served the Arab worid and 
its just causes.” 

From outside the Arab world, 
French Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine Interrupted a Gulf tour to 
deliver the condolences of 

President Jacques Chirac and his 

country. 

Vedrine and Arafat met briefly 
on the sidelines, the French for- 
eign ministry said. 

Away from die royal palace, 

,. the normally packed streets of 
Manama’s central souk were 
mostly deserted except for a 
handful of expatriate workers 
taking advantage of a few days ■ 
off for a stroll. . . • ’ 

Every single shop, had its shut- 
ters down, neon lights, had beep 
turned off for. the first time. in; 

‘ years, and a solemn silence Had. 
replaced the regular ' shouts . of 
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traders. 

A few cabs crawled the streets 
hoping to pick up a fare, but 
some were still circling the block 
an hour later. Bahrain has closed 
down in mourning for five days. 

Sheikh Hamad, sworn in 
before the cabinet on Saturday, 
has a reputation for strong lead- 
ership bom of a military breeding 
and years spent developing the 
armed forces. 

Appointed crown prince in 
1964, he took an active role aft$r 
Independence from Britain in 
1971 in building the amy into 
today's 1 1 ,000-strbng force. 
Sheikh Hamad, 49, held the title, 
of defense minister from 1971- 
199 +. 

His unde Sheikh Khalifa ibn 
Salman A! Khalifa is prime mini? 


Both have favored a hard line 
against opposition agitation 
since December 1994 for the 
restoration of parliament that 
has left at least 38 dead. 

The atmosphere in Bani 
Jamrah and the nearby villages of 
Diraz, Sanabis and Karranali was 
not only a matter of mourning. 
Tliere was an attitude of wait- 
and-see as people wondered 
what the new emir, Sheik Hamad, 
would bring. 

Mansour Al Jamri, son of the 
. imprisoned dissident Sheik 
Abdul-Ameer Al Jamri. urged the 
new emir to “open a new page to 
reconcile with the Bahraini oppo- 
sition," 

A! Jamri spoke from London 
but, ih his home village of Bani 


Jamrah, a similar message was on 
the wall. “We want a change 
said a shocking-red graffiti that 
appeared to have been freshly 
sprayed. "Parliament is the solu- 
tion. Parliament with justice." 

In foreign affairs, Bahrain's 
stance is firmly in the pro- 
Western camp. It serves as head- 
quarters of the U.S. 5th Fleet and 
occasionally hosts American and 
British warplanes. Tliere will be 
no “boat racking in foreign policy 
because Bahrain is too small to 
have any major change in foreign 
policy," said Ahmed Bishara, who 
leads the National Democratic 
Movement, one of Kuwait's 
opposition groups. Bahrain 
would continue ro be an ally of 
Britain and the United States, he 
added. 
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KING ABDULLAH MEETS 
ARAB FUND OFFICIAL 

HIS MiMESTV KING Abdullah ■. ■ c-j ■ 

■Sunday received General Sr.: i jfg !■ ' 

Manager of the Arab Fund Ibr • 

Social and Economic 
Development Abdul-Latif Al- 
Hamad. 

Al-Hamad offered his condo- 
lences to King Abdullah over 
the passing away of His Majesty 
the late King Hussein. 

The meetings dealt with the 
Fund's efforts to support 
Jordan’s economic activities in . 
the various fields and the possi- 
bility of increasing these fluids. 

Hamad affirmed the Fund’s 
keenness to finance those activ- 
ities particularly in the fields of 
water, services, educa- 

security t 'U 7 / n . 

package. 1 1 I < I ‘t - 1 | ® / |^K|| 

Majesty The com- 
mended the pioneering role of 
the nee- 

essary financing for Jorcfnnian continuation of relations Prime Minister Abdul Raouf Deputy Prime Minister Minister 
Economic Projects and between Jordan and the Fund. Rawabdeh. Royal Court Chier of Planning Rima Khalaf - 
expressed his desire for the Attending the meeting were Abdul Kareem Al-Kabariri, and Petra. 


PRINCESS BASMA ALSO 
RECEIVES AL HAMAD 


HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 
Princess Basma also received 
on Sunday at the Hashemite 
Jotdanian Fund for 
Development Abdul Latif Al 
Hammad, General Manager of p 
the Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social development. 

Her Highness praised the on 
going co-operation between 
the two funds, and its joint 
efforts to promote develop- 
mental projects in the king- 
dom. 

Al Hammad said that the 
Hasheinire Fund proved to be 
a very effective instrument of 
development in Jordan. 

The meeting was attended 
by Hisliam al Khatib member 
of the Board of Trustees of the 
Hashemite Fund — Petra. jc 


RAWABDEH SENDS CABLE 
OF CONDOLENCES TO 
BAHRAINI PM 

PRIME MINISTER ABDUL Raouf Rawabdeh sent a cable of con- 
dolences to the Bahraini Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifeh Bin 
Salman Al Khalifeh over tire passing away of the Emir of 
Bahrain Sheikh Issa Bin Salman Al Khalifeh. 

In his cable the Prime Minister said “Jordan has lost a friend 
who was on the Kingdom's side In the most difficult times. 

Bahrain has also lost a wise and able leader who led the 
country to become a developed and modernized state". ■ ■ 
The Prime Minister added that the late Emir dedicated his 
life to die welfare of his people and the prosperity of his couii- 
try.” 

The Prime Minister prayed to the lord to rest the soul of the 
Late Emir — Petra. ' 



PROMOTING JORDAN 
■ WORLDWIDE 

THE ARAB DAILY — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Aqel 
BeitaJ. representing Jordan In the 33rd Tburism Fair In Berlin 
(ITB) affirmed that participation In such international fairs 
contributes effectively to promoting Jordan's touristic poten- 
tlals worldwide. 

He told Petra Sunday at the opening of the ITB in Berlin, that 
Jordans participation alms at increasing tourists’ flow to 
Jotdqn as well as beeping up with new variants in the tourism 
industry. 

The minister also highlighted the prestigious status Jordan has 
gained among world countries. 

On tlje, sideline of the Fair, Beltaji met with representatives of 
travel agencies and hotels rrom all over the world. 

This evenf takes place annually In Berlin and Is considered one : 

of the major tourism fairs in the world. 
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PRINCE MOHAMMu 
RECEIVES SHEIKH 
SULTAN 
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ORLD FREE OF 
| AGAINST^ 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE: A DAY TO 
REMEMBER THE LATE KING 



RAMZI E. KHOURY 


-MflW general of die 

iMuhl Committee for Women's 
E, sM tat this years 
' taUtiond Women's Day is an 


flis ROYAL HIGHNESS Prince Mohammad, received Sundiv as 
Manal Palace visiting Sheikh Sultan Ben Kltalirah Beit Unit 
Nahyan. 1 

Sheikh Sultan, who is the Chief of die Abu Dhabi heirappam, 
court and his accompanying delegation, offered their mnddraa 
to the regent oil the passing away or His Majesty the Use to 
Hussein. 

Sheikh Sultan, on a three day visit to Jordan met Saturday wS 
His Majesty King Abdullah and called on Her Majesty Queen Kw 
to offer condolences. 

HINDAWI: 'DEMOCRACY 
IS KEY TO SECURITY' 

Madrid — Jordan has called for introducing an effective medu 
nism in order for parliaments of the Mediterranean Europtfi 
countries rn take a more active part in making the Mediterraneii 
region an oasis of security and stability. 

“This first meeiing is highly important since itaimsatseniwi 
correct mechanism that enables parliaments of the Europea 
countries of the Mediterranean to activate the ends and objatiw 
of the Barcelona Conference held in 1995," said Dougan Hindaw. 
Second Deputy of the Speaker or the Upper House, in an addiot 
to the two-day Conference of European Parliaments of if* 
Mediterranean, taking place on the Spanish island of Majorca. 

In his remarks, Hindawi defined Jordan’s conception of dw 
desired "srate of security and stability” saying it could only lx 
ensured . if democracy and respect for human rights prevailed. 

Senator Hindawi added that violence, crime, conuption and 
persecution should disappear before wc can claim healthy anl 
solid reality in life. 

Hindawi said that the spirit of the Barcelona Conference calk fo 
eradicating the root causes of conflicts and wars to be replaced hy 
adhering to the international and legitimate resolutions — 

PEACEFUL UTILIZATION 
OF NUCLEAR ENERGY 

THE ARAB DAILY — Director General OF the International 
Energy Agency, Muhammad Barade'l, has praised Jordans sB» 
towards banning nuclear weapons and other weapons of 
destruction In the Middle East Region. , ' . ■ ' 

Speaking at a press conference in Amman Sunday, Barade i alsoo® 
mended Jordan’s cooperation with the Agenty In promi^ng 
fxil utilization of nuclear energy, such as In the sdentifle, heawj i 
industrial fields. ' - 

He said while the Agency aims to put libclear te^holQFW. 
disposal of its member states in the service of Spdal and 
development, it exerts all efforts to ensure: its safe ddllzationv; 

He said the Agency has recently enforced a 
not only detects declared nuclear udlizadon, but can also,#*^ - 
dared activities In this field. / 

He noted that a special protocol was pittj ' 

that Jordan was the first Arab country to sign' it .*, 1 ■? • vv *-jk. 

Barade'l js in Jordan to hold talks wfth jofdanian 0 ^w 8 l$ 
nical coopemtion program in the fields of 
gles. The Agency is undertaking a number of projects i n JorofV^ 


being used For medical purpose®. Part of the project 
training of doctors on rite utilization of radio active 


Snl » remember Late King 

■ ffirfs efforts to bring about 
: Ks In the social, economic 

uTpofitical environment in die 

■ which contributed to 
: ■ tftedng the role of women as a 

h^dt component in the overall 
dnrtpiwnt process. 

h a Interview with Tire Arab 
tjjjl.Sabbagh said it was His 
Mqesiy the late King who pro- 
moted the idea of women's partic- 
ipation in the political life, 
whether through her appointment 
» Minister; or in high civil service 
postfora as well as in Parliament. 
Sabbagh said women's partici- 


pation in tire various political, eco- 
nomic, or social positions was fur- 
ther enforced with the establish- 
ment of the National Committee 
for Women's Affairs, chaired by 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma, who works towards trans- 
lating the ambitions of the late 
King of further enhancing 
women’s status in their societies. 

She said die National Strategy 
for Women, which came to life 
through the Committee, liad a big 
role in supporting women's activi- 
ties. 

Sabbagh made reference to the 
Speech from the Throne of His 
Majesty the late King in 1997 
when lie said that ''Women's role 
today is much more crucial and 
important than any other day, 


because women have excelled in 
the field of education, their 
adiievements are prominent in 
the various professions and their 
contributions are substantial in 
the various international organiza- 
tions. 

However, women's successes - 
call on die society to consider the 
injustice and discrimination they 
are still being subjected to. 

They still suffer violation of their 
rights, and are still subjected to 
violence, an Issue that has been 
tackled by various international 
conferences, and a phenomenon 
that contradicts our continued call 
for respect of human rights." 

Sabbagh said His Majesty liad a 
big role to play in bringing the 
issue of violence against women 


to the public eyes and to treating 
the issue on the legislative level. 

Since this is the last 
International Women's Day of the 
20th Century. Sabbagh said, "look- 
ing back, one could say that 
women today are much more pre- 
pared and equipped to venture 
into the next century". 

She noted that His Majesty King 
Abdullah who is following In the 
footsteps of his rather in the vari- 
ous aspects of Jordanian life, will 
continue to support women and 
lias already induded the issue of 
women in his letter of designation 
to his new Prime Minister, calling 
on the government to work to 
amend all the laws and legislation 
that are unjust to women — The 
Arab Daily. 


Sabbagh said women's partici- important man any outer cwy, ** _ 

UNIFEM: THE COSTS ARE INCALCULABLE 


UNDER THE THEME “A WORLD FREE OF VIO- 
IfliCE AGAINST WOMEN" the world celebrates 
why the International Women's Day. 

The event will highlight worldwide progress 
achieved and strategies contributing to change, 
identify next steps for a life free of violence for 
vramm and call for renewed international, 
naioral and grass-roots commitment. 

On this occasion the United Nations Fund for 
Wjmen [UNIRAM] is to coordinate an inter- 
agency global videoconference, linking the 
United Nations General Assembly in New York 
with sites In several countries around the world. 

Taking place on the last International 
Wtmeris Day of the 20th Century, would show 
skos stories, Innovative strategies and future 
challenges in the work of preventing violence 
against women. 

b a press release issued on the occasion, UNI- 
AM said “ The human, social and economic cost 
of gender-based violence is incalculable, vio- 


lence against women in its differem manifesta- 
tions plagues every society through harmful 
consequences to women’s physical and emo- 
tional health, loss of self-esteem, and as a lead- 
ing cause of death of women through murder or 
suicide. Transcending boundaries of nationality, 
culture, religion and socio-ecnonomic status, 
violence against women affects the capacity of 
over half the world's population to freely mid 
fully participate in the development process”. 

Nafis Sadk|. Executive Director ot the United 
Nations for Population Activities. (UNFPA), in a 
message she delivered worldwide on this occa- 
sion, said women are beginning to assume their 
due roles and take up their well deserved places 
around the world, by contributing to the econo- 
my. and participating in diplomatic and political 
life, in addition to their basic roles in the devel- 
opment of their local societies and their homes. 

Sacliq praised the advancement made by 
women in die different parts of die world and by 


worldwide efforts to further improve and 
enhance the status of women. 

Despite that however, Sadiq said women con- 
tinue to be subjected to violence for the mere 
fact that they are women, something that all 
societies must work to eradicate. 

She said violence against women does not 
discriminate between dass or age. and is being 
practiced dally in the life of women all over the 
world. 

The worst kind of violence, she noted, is the 
one practiced by parents against their daugh- 
ters. "Whereas families should be the shelter 
that provides love and compassion for these 
girls, it becomes a source of aggression against 

them". 

Sadiq called on women worldwide who are 
subjected to violence to bring their problem out 
in the open In order for the society to try and 
help them overcome their psychological, emo- 
tional and physical suffering — The Arab Dally. 


Men are accepting to share power equally, not. 

Men are accepting to share power, not. 

Men are accepting to share, not. 

Men are accepting, not. 

i slftvhat is different nine months before grand Xmas for 
women? Not much because the year 2000 is too soon for 
Santa's elves to make the gift of equality. What a also a let- 
down Is that Santa - a heavily bearded man, so much so that he 
is definitely male - may even be debating the logic behind such 

Here in Jordan, we are very much used to our rights being gift- 
ed to us in small dosages by those who were taught that 
humanity is real estate signed to their name. Unjust, but fair 
enough when it is politics we are talking about because it 
applies regardless of gender. But women are faced with that 
dilemma on the social and economic levels as well, applied by 
the closest to their beings: their fathers, brothers, lovers or 
men who have married them for the services rendered. 

Even after the King's Letter of Designation in which the 
Monarch demanded changes co legislation that undermines 
equality, it will not be easy to carry out such changes only 
because the Lower House of Parliament - like Santa - is male. 
When a minority in our Parliament came up with a project to 
legislate separation between the sexes at swimming pools and 
beaches, liberals flipped when they realized that most 
Parliamentarians are not into degenerate acts, re mixed swim- 
ming. Not only would they not practice it or allow their depen- 
dants to do so, they wouldn’t condone it for strangers of the 
same nationality! Equality, in their eyes is no less degenerate 
than the concept of allowing bare bodies in the same water. 
Interestingly, what worried the government then was the con- 
sequences this would bring on tourism, not what it means with 
regards to freedoms. . . . . _ 

But don't lose hope! May be it would be easier to tackle tins 
issue front another angle: how about the government attempts 
separation of state and religion and support it with separation 
of state and culture. This may be so complicated that they 
would not understand it, just like they couldni dig men and 
women swimming together. 
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TELECOM EMPLOYEES APPEAL 
FOR SHUKRI TO STAY 

. . : J r tho 1 ata Vino cant 3 letter tl 




IUyad Hroub 

Chairman 


tnzl E. 


ONE-HUNDRED-AND-elghtecn Jordan 
employees sent a letter of support 
solidarity Sunday asking the Company's 
German of the Board of Directors, Ali Shukri, 
10 reconsider the tender of his resignation. 

™ like to extend our Rill support 
™ your courageous stand regarding His 

MalKtV 7ko I n I_I • 


im ; Late King Hussein s project, we 
also like to commend your constructive 
Otons and your continued endeavor to 
JJP* rtropany and its employees’ con- 
““tos-As such we would be much obliged if 
E ** 11 your Position," the employees 
wote m the letter, a copy of which whs made 
Platte to The Arab Daily. 

. submitted his resignation on 
"Way to Prime Minister Abdul Raouf 
after the newly appointed Minister 
■ ant * Telecommunications Jamal 

auJj P 10ne ^ th e company’s general mari- 
demanding a halt to the launch of an 
i u* Serv ' ce an d Data Provision division 
j transfer of J0D 12 million , to the 

.[jto government has no right to interfere in 
decisions, and should have demanded 
; monies through a letter to the board. 


“I would like to repeat that no minister has 
the right to interfere with Jordan Telecom, 
stressed Shurid. adding "and It 's n°t up to 
me, there are provisions for this in the 
Companies Law." ... 

Jordan Telecom Is a state-owned public 
shareholding company, which a^rtir* to 
die Companies Law. Is governed by its Board 

of Directors. 4 

Whether or not the government has areept- 
ed Shukri's resignation or that he would go 
back on it. was unclear as to last nlghL 
According to Shukri. the government had not 
contacted him yesterday. . ■ nnw 

Nevertheless, Shukri said that it was now 
"the government's problem.' 

“It is a matter of making It *ar that the 
government has no right B Interfere whh. 
Jordan Tfelecom," Shukri told The Arab Dolly 

lM "v!l g have a very dear vision of what need? 
to he done at JTC," he said, "dre 

accomplishments you see are a result of days 

•^Hsitfog 1 tteBP/tata division, meanwhile. 
.. contradicts the directives of the late King 
Hu$sein. ■■) ..C 


In mid-January, the Late King sent a letter to 
Shukri, praising Jordan Telecom's achieve- 
ments and demanding the consummation ot 
two projects. Namely provision of Internet 
connectivity to all schools and the launch of a 
GSM cellular phone division. ■ 

Moreover, Shukri has concerns that Saralran 
may have come In with a persona! agenda. 

"He came In with the mentality of the 
strategic partner," diarged Shukri, adding "he 
was previously the champion' of the strategic 
partner option." . : „ _ 

■‘Maybe he still is now. speculated the 

Joixlanltelecom chairman. 

The Arabic language daily, Al Arab Al rawm, 
reported Saturday that World Bank officials 
had said that the strategic partner option was 
a “Jordanian invention " and all that mattered 
to die donor fund was that the company 5 
administrative procedure and operations be 
modernized. • ■ ■ . : c . 

phoned repeatedly last night, Saralrah was 

unavailable for comment. ' 

by AHMED NASER 
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MARCH U.liWi) - mb ABA?*!* 

MOLA: 'LETTER OF DESIGNATION 
ANSWERS ALL NATIONAL PROBLEMS' 


BSLY-MAHCH 8 , 1999 


new emir of emir 
a military strongman 


Amareen 


THE ARAB DAILY — Preparations are 
Underway by both government and 
Parliament for the vote of confi- 
dence session in the newly appoint- 
ed cabinet. 

While Parliament members are 
buying time to prepare their reply to 
the policy statement, the govern- 
ment is in a hurry to get down to 
business. 

A parliament session scheduled 



for Saturday has been postponed 
until Wednesday, but it remained 
unclear until Sunday night if the 
upcoming session will decide the 
future of the new government. 

Meanwhile deputies are voicing 
optimism about the new govern- 
ment and the new era. 

Three members of the Lower 
House, of Parliament praised the 
comprehensive approach and clarity 


of the Royal Letter of Designation 
addressed to Prime Minister Abdui- 
Raouf Rawabdeh, voicing hope that 
the new government would be able 
to implement the Monarch’s direc- 
tives. 

"The Letter of Designation was 
precise and clear in highlighting all 
issues concerning Jordan," said 
Depury Naif Mola'. 

, Mola, a member of the Arab and 


criminals receive verdict 


International Affairs Committee, and 
National Guidance Parliamentary 
Committee, added that the Royal 
Letter has provided answers ro all 
the national problems, especially the 
deteriorating economic situation, 
poverty and unemployment. 

In Mola's viewpoint, promoting 
investment and anti-corruption mea- 
sures are effective steps to alleviate 
such unhealthy phenomena. 


On his pant, Deputy N mi 
Amareen said that “rendering rt* 
content of the Letter into real !* 
practices is what counts in this ccc- 
texr". 

Describing the issues addrrari 
by the Letter of Designation as pfr 
orities, Depury Waleed Oujan is.* 
rhese issues require an effictent ad 
capable team to undertake rtf: 
implementation. 


m _ Bahrain's new head of 
f&l Hamad Ben Issa Al Khalife, has 
strong leadership born of a 
Hag and years spent develop- 
state's armed forces, 
ssuming the rule of Emir, relying 
serting all the effort possible to 
tountry and our people," the new 
Saturday. 

iwn prince in 1964, he took 
j„ developing the army Into 
ig force of 11.000 men after 
from Britain in 1971. 

Uamad, 49, held the title of 
lailijster from 1971-1994. 
tigfele Sheik Khalifa Ben Salman Al 
minister and diplomats pre- 
relationship. 

minister is widely credited 
g run the country himself while 
lr took a back seat. But the emir 
power to appoint his prime min- 

Itflfc layered a hard line against 
Mtelta agitation for the restoration 
'—"•--it since December 1994 which 
lead. 

Main's pro-Western foreign policy - 
Mjifids serve as the base of the US Fifth 
ReS tit expected to continue. 

Aquillfled helicopter pilot, Sheik Hamad 
taw) his skills at Britain's Mons Officer 
Cadet School and the officer training col- 
kge of Sandhurst. 

Hamid took a degree in leadership from 
rt* US Army Command and Staff College at 
fat Leavenworth, Kansas. 

But he Kill had plenty to learn and in a 
rtowdown with neighboring Qatar in 1986, 
iw his wiser father who persuaded the 
ami forces, commanded by his son, to 
oil off a state of emergency to allow for 



New loslr of Imlr Shaikh Hamad 
Bln Isa Al Khalifa Shaikh Hamad 


negotiation. 

The then-Emlr's personal intervention 
with his counterpart In Qatar defused the 
crisis and secured the release of 30 
hostages seized by Qatari forces on a dis- 
puted island. 

A territorial dispute has since rumbled 
on and is now in the hands of the World 
Court - one of the challenges now facing 
Sheik Hamad. 

He was bom on Jan. 28. 1950, into the 
Khalifa family, which has ruled the strategic 
Gulf archipelago since the late 18th centu- 

^As the eldest of three sons, he was des- 


km 


Ihallch falmon Ibn Hamad Ibn 

|„a Al-Khallfa, lha aldad m of 

Bahrain's naw Imlr fhalkh 

Hamad la axpectad la ha named 

tha now Crown Princa. 

tined like his father Sheik Issa to become 

Emir. 

And the portly Sheik Hamad has enjoyed 
the luxury lifestyle associated with a lofty 
calling. He has his own golf course, rides, 
plays tennis, is a falconer and goes to the 
races. Football and basketball have been 
occasional sports. 

At the age of six his education began 
with recitals of the holy Koran which has 
bred a love of Arabic verse notably popular. 

He married a cousin in 1968 and has 
three sons, Salman, the deputy defense 
minister, Abdullah and Khalifa, as well as 
two daughters. 


| Iraq blames Cohen 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — An Iraqi official daily accused US Secreta^r of 
State William Cohen on Sunday of cousing Bahraini Emir Sheik 
Issa Ben Salman Al Khalifa’s sudden death from a heart attack. 
“Cohen is behind the death or the emir of Emir" on Saturday, 
said the ruling Baath Party’s daily Al Thawta, quoting anony- 
mous “press sources in Nicosia." “The cause of the death of 
Bahrain's emir was the harsh words which he heard from the US 
defense secretary," it charged. “Tile emir was very affected and 
had a fatal heart attack just after the end of the talks. US om- 
cials said Sheik Issa died just five minutes after meeting Cohen, 
who is on a Gulf tour to explain the almost daily US and British 
air strikes on Iraq. 


Qqtflr "head with PttUS 

tifrgP 1 ** death of EmlOltlPU 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatar declared three days of mourning for Sheik 
Issa who died of a heart attack Saturday, but did not cancel the 
ballot as other Gulf countries called off numerous events and 
schools and governments shut down across the region. The late 
emir was “an eminent leader who devoted his life and efforts to 
the service of his country and the Arab world," said Qatar s own 
Emir Sheik Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Than!. Qatar’s leader traveled 
to Manama on Sunday to deliver his condolences to the new 
emir. Sheik Hamad Ben Issa Al Khalira. "For the time being, we 
are very sad. That Issue (of the territorial dispute) is another 
affair,” Qatar's foreign minister, Sheik Hamad Ben Jassem Al 
Thani, told reporters. The municipal elections, meanwhile, were 
relegated to second place in Qatari newspapers. “The Arab and 
Islamic world has lost a man who knew how to manage region- 
al and international afTairs with wisdom." commented Al Sharq, 
while Al Watan voiced its confidence in the new emir, Sheik 
Issa's eldest son. 


THE STATE SECURITY Court 
issued its verdict in the case 
known as "Mohammad Mujali ■ 
in which Mohammad Mujali, 
Mohammad Khair.Abdullah Al 
Mahseri .Mousa Adwan.Sa'ad 
Adwan and the brothers 
Mahmoud and Mohammad Al 
Adwan were accused of com- 
mitting up to 13 felonies . 


The crimes varied between 
robbery, rape and breaking 
into stores in Al Bayader Aren . 

The verdict issued by the 
State Security Court read as 
follows : 

"The first. Second and third 
suspects were sentenced to 15 
years imprisonment. The pun- 
ishment of the fifth suspect 


was reduced to seven years 
and a half . Tire court decided 
that ■ the case of 
Sa'ad, Mohammad and 

Mahmoud is irrelevant to the 
jurisdiction of the State 
Security Council," thus refer- 
ring the case to the criminal 
Court. 

This brings to an end tile 


case of the gang which com- 
mitted many organized crimes 
in Amman and its suburbs . 

The suspects will appear 
again before the Crimin.il 
Court for a second trial since 
the verdict of The State 
Security Council is confined to 
the issue of "Criminal Consent" 

by AN ARAB DAILY REPORTER , 


ARMED ROBBERY 
IN ZARKA 


EADER* 


MORAL SUPPORT TO IRAQ 


AN ARMED ROBBERY attempt Zarqa Police DepamKiii * 
took place in Zarqa Sunday asked to remain anotrpw. 
noon, when a group of people the chase started from 
ambushed a vehicle used camp in Rusaife ares® 
especially to transfer money cllllc d at Tabartour 1 
from the Central Bank to one l,00 i <1 ' 
of the local banks in Jordan, The official e , 
said an olTlclal at the Criminal 


IRAQ REFUSED ANY material assistance 
from the Arab Unions Delegations tak- 
ing part in the solidarity conference, 
which was held in support for Iraq in 
Baghdad between 27-28 February. 

Nazih Abu Nidal, a member of the 
Jordanian Writers Union, who partici- 
pated in the conference said "the 
Jordanian Unions invited 300 members 
from all Arab Unions to participate in 
this solidarity conference with a deci- 
sion to undertake all the expenses of 
this meeting, but Iraq refused " 
According to Abu Nidal, the partici- 
pants received on the first day of the 


meeting a letter from President Saddam 
Hussein stating that Iraq would cover 
all the expenses of the conference, and 
the only support Iraq needed was moral 
and political, not material. 

President Saddam welcomed in his 
letter the delegations saying they 
would be Iraq’s guests during their 
visit. 

Members of ail Arab Unions stressed 
their determination to stand by Iraq, 
calling on the Ai*ab nation to boycott 
American and British goods. 

Abu Nidal said “we organized a march . 
to the United Nations Headquarter in 


Baghdad, where we delivered a protest 
memorandum against the American- 
Britlsh aggressive assault on Iraq. 

"We demanded the immediate lifting 
of the unjust embargo Imposed on 
Iraq,” he 

The delegations met on the sidelines 
of the conference with Tbriq Aziz, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, and Vice 
President Taka Yassien Raniadan. ' 

"We discussed the Iraqi Issue and the 
suffering of its people," said Abu Nidal. 

; . • ■ : . by ROLA SHAKIB 


rrf rha ft^'Zk“Z ■»* "J 
said an olTlclal al the Criminal are »*■ 

Investigation Department CQaftrence today & 

Who asked to remain f urther deta[ | s about * 

~ d ‘ . . armed robbery attempt 

We have caught the sus- ■ ■■ 

pects, and the department is .in, nSi B/AZAB 

investigating the robbery." ft y N0 UR " W .fg - 

Accordlng to an olTlclal at 

TRAFFIC ON ROYAL 
JORDANIAN INCREASES 

THE STATE-OWNED air carrier, Royal Jordanian, armw“ 


WNAMA (AFP) — Arab leaders there was little noise from the 
Wwl to Emir on Sunday to crowd shuffling along a carpet- 
W their condolences to the ed colonnade. 

Gfi Kate's new emir, Sheik The passage, lined with sol- 
^ Ben Issa Al Khalifa, on dlers In green uniforms carry- 
dtedeathofhls father, hailed as ing sub-machlneguns, led to a 
k "people's monarch." small reception area at the end 

In keeping with Islamic tradi- of which stood the new emir 
Sheik Issa Ben Salman Al and his unde, Sheik 
•Wife was buried in a simple Mohammad Ben Salman Al 
NKral on Saturday before sun- Khalifa. In turn they shook their 
Kt> on the same day ashissud- new leaders hand and mur- 
death of a heart attack. mured words of comfort. 

His eldest son and heir, Sheik To each the tired looking 
H®jad, has since been shaking emir replied thank you In 

, With a stream of Bahraini Arabic. 

; ^mers as well as Arab lead- Every so often the emir 


w ^ 10 converged on the would emerge from the recep- 

B «id state to pay their last tion to meet one of the visiting 

. ' n the large open foreign dignitaries. He would 

at the entrance to usher them back onto sofas 
:i en, ' r s palace, thick lines of where they would sip tea for a 
, J e pressed forward to offer few minutes before departing. 

. prices. Palestinian President Vasser 

. i" 05 * "too had come later Arafat said Sheik Issa'S death 

on sofa in a large tent to was "a great loss for th$ Arab 
■ and i e ' extended world and the Palestinian peo* 


Sunday that it had flown 162,225 passengers to various ** 
tions within the first two months of this year. The 
Agency, Petra, reported that this registered a t.7- percent 1 
over last year’s figures. The state-owned carrier ak° 0nn 
that It had carried over 8,000 tons of cargo. Various 
privatize iy have failed over the past fewye fl i‘ s s -. nce . I 
of the economic liberalization process 


exienaea wona ana uic v— 

V Khalifa family who pie In particular," whose cause 
lor the day. he had supported, the. official 

their large numbers, i news agency GNA reported. • 


Qatar’s Emir Sheik Hamad French Foreign 
Ben Khalifa Al Thani, whose Vedrine Interrupted a Gulf tour 
country has a territorial dispute to deliver the condolences of 
with Manama, met tire new President Jacques Chirac and 
emir to convey "the sadness of hr, county 

From oL'sultan Qaboos editions on Sunday Bahraini 
assured Bahrain’s emir of newspapers hailed the man 
Muscat’s support after "the who led the country for 38 
death of our brother," while years. 

Kuwaiti Emir Sheik Saad Al “He was a down-to-earth | 
Abdullah Al Sabah Was already people’s monarch-, he w 

'uEmlr'ateSaturelaytopayhls •^ po £“. £ 

“2fmvn P i'nce Abdullah Ben Sheik Issa for hi, "nobility, sitn- 
' AbduTrizIz of Bahrain’, mighty plldty. humbleness and kind- 
neighbor Saudi Arabia was also ness. : 

among the first to fly In to meet' ! The newspaper also h ted a 
Shefe* Hamad, while several string of cancellations for 
Arab countries declared peri- . planned events as the country 
ods of mourning. : . . plunged *nto three months of : 

Ionian's Kiha Abdullah II and official mourning. • . . 

: Ejryptlan President Hosnl . "The nation reeled ln shock 
. : Karak traveled to l&nlr on as Its people struggled 
. „j au chalk kefl himself - to .terms with tqc sudde 
attended the impressive state death... tragedy left the coun- 
fonerel of King Abdullah's try dazed and conftised, sard 

lastmontn. • , 

From outsldi the Arab world, wpmen. •; ; 


JnnanBiR PM VOltM ggrrffW 
r r daaih of Bahraini Emir 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi on Sunday 
voiced sorrow over the sudden death of Bahrain’s Emir Sheik 
■m .-.F^ lssa Ben Sa | man A 1 Khalifa. "I should like to extend the members 
lister Hubert of lhe Khalifa family and the people of the State my most sincere 

J a Gulf tour Jympat hy and condolences on behalf of the government and 
rdolences of , e of japan," Obuchi said in a statement. "Trite highly appre- 

Chirac and ^ the late emir - s grea t contribution to the State's current 
prosperity and to the stability in the Middle East and the Guir 
ck-and-white n f(Jr , , ong period of 37 ye ara. since he succeeded the 

lay, Bahraini throne In 1961,” he said, japan’s Emperor Akihlto sent a mes- 
: d the man g of condolence to Emir, 
rntry for 38 s 

lown-to-earth e-hial aenda 

..hewas. fondRlfthwiR U n ix 

frel”' - 0 ' 1 UNITED NATIONS (R> — UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 
M expressedsadnes, onSunday at The death of the Emit of Emin 
.SS and kind ^ Salman A 1 Khalifa, calling him a force for stability 

r aUn listed a in a troubled region. . . . . 

■ellatlons for in a statement issued through a spokesman. Annan said he 

ifthe counw had sent condolences to the new Emit, Sheik Hamed Ben Issa Al 

™ months of- Khalifa, and assured him of UN support in the pursuit of peace 
> and prosperity . ■ ■ 1*. 

eeled In shock "The -secretory general learned yvith great a^<J* ' 
rggled to qome , death of his royal highness Emtr Issa 9en Salmar 1 Al I kfoalifa of 
I the sudden .Emir, who for many yeart had been a force fpr stability |n a very 

left the coyn- troubled region of the world," a; UN spokesman **»• ■. 

ronftised; said "He has sent his condolences. to the new Ejn r, Hamad Ben Issa 

ne newspaper. Al Khalifa, and assured him of the support of th?' United Nations I 
res of weeping. In pursuing the 'path of peace, and prosperity, the statement 

, added, r ■“ 'i>. ■ •• . - -J 
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QADHAFI DISCUSSES IRAQ WITH ARAB 
LEAGUE, LOCKERBIE WITH EGYPT 







SUDAN GOVERNMENT 'NOT INVOLVED' 
IN ATTACK ON US EMBASSY 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Libyan 
President Moammar Qadhafi dis- 
cussed the "American aggression" 
against Iraq with Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid on Saturday, Libya's ofll- 
cial news agency reported. 

Qadhafi and Abdul Meguid met 
at Kubba Palace in Cairo where the 
Libyan president is staying during 
his visit to Egypt. Neither official 
spoke to reporters afterward. 

The two men discussed the 
need to "stop |the L)S| aggression 
[on Iraq) immediately and to work 
on solving the Iraqi problem by 
Arabs and not to allow any foreign 
interference," the Jamahiriyah 
Arab News Agency or JANA said in 
a report faxed to The Associated 
Press. 

US and British planes, which 
patrol "no-fly" zones over north- 
ern and southern Iraq, have been 
striking Iraqi military sites on an 
almost daily basis since late 
December. Iraq then began chal- 
lenging the zones by firing at 
allied planes or locking its radar 
systems on to them. 

On Saturday the United States 
said its warplanes attacked five 


air-defense units in north™, ft* 

Sed er ° r|Je0,lle ^ 

Earlier Sunday, QadhaB heH, 
third round of talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on the 
proposed hand-over by Libya 
two suspects wanted for the I98J 

bombing of a Pan Am plane <w, 
Lockerbie, Scotland, that left 2 Jt 

people dead. 

Qadhafi has been reluctant to 
surrender the suspects, seekiig 
guarantees over their Imprison- 
ment, if they are convicted, and 
over the lifting of sanctions. 

The UN Security Council has 
maintained a limited embaigoon 
Libya since 1992 in a bid to fbree 
it to hand over the wanted men. 
Under a US-British plan, the sus- 
pects will be tried according to 
Scottish law in The Netherlands. 

Egypt has been pressing Libya 
to settle the matter. Qadhafi, who 
discussed Lockerbie with Mubarak 
twice Saturday, said last week that 
a deal was close. 

Later Sunday Qadhafi visited 
the Egyptian Museum in central 
Cairo. He arrived in Egypt Friday 
for a visit of several days. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan lias told the United States that it was 
not involved in an attack last week on the vacant US embassy 
building here, a Khartoum newspaper reported Sunday The 
Akhbar Al Youm daily, quoting an "executive source," said 
Khartoum had told the US diplomatic mission to Sudan, based in 
umc Ke L nya ' tl,at 11 was “ not conne «ed" with the shooting on 
the US embassy building in the Sudanese capital by '‘anonymous- 
gunmen. A Sudanese interior ministry investigation into the inci- 
dent^ is underway, with the paper's source saying the attack could 
be aimed at creating a disturbance and aggravating the discord 
between Washington and Khartoum.” 


DIPLOMATS: THREE MORE MONTHS 
SOUGHT TO FINALIZE LOCKERBIE DEAL 


SEX-STARVED CAMEL 
KILLS MASTER'S SON 


RIYADH (AFP) — A camel killed his master's five-year-old son in anger 
at being tied down alone during tbe mating season, a Saudi newspa- 
per reported on Sunday Die camel bit die child by die waist and shook 
him violently to death. The father could only look on in shock before 
shooting dead the animal, the daily Okas said. It raid camel owners in 
the Dlbaa area of northern Saudi Arabia had been warned not to tie 
down their animals during the breeding season. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Libyan President Moammar 
Qadhafi were considering seeking another 
three months for a deal on the surrender of 
two Libyan suspects in the Lockerbie 
bombing, Arab diplomats said Sunday. 

The delay might be needed to secure 
guarantees for their trial in The Hague such 
as ensuring that no other Libyans will race 
prosecution in the future, the diplomats 
added. 

Tile United States and Britain on Feb. 28 
set a one month deadline for Libya to sur- 
render the two suspects wanted For the 
1988 bombing of the Pan Am airliner which 
killed 270 people over Lockerbie, Scotland. 

Colonel Qadhafi, who rejects the US and 
British ultimatum, claims Washington mid 
London hnve backed down from the dead- 
line and has said a deal was near. 

Under Arab proposals floated at the talks 


here, three Arab foreign ministers would 
travel to London, Washington and The 
Hague to discuss Libya’s conditions for 
handing over the suspects, the Arab diplo- 
mats said. 

"The Arab ministers would negotiate 
with an open mind [the conditions] which 
are the last obstacle to finalizing an agree- 
ment" for handing the two over for trial in 
The Hague, said an Arab diplomat who 
asked not to be named. 

Under this proposal, the ministers 
would also set a three-month deadline for 
the United States and Britain to satisfy the 
guarantees sought by Tripoli," the diplomat 
said. 

"Tliis proposal and others were still 
being examined" by the two leaders who 
on Sunday held a third round of talks fol- 
lowing Qadhafi’s arrival In Egypt on Friday 
for a visit that could last a week, the dipio- 


PARIS (R) — Six Libyan officials including 
the brother-in-law of Libyan President 
Moammar Qadhafi wiil be tried in absen- 
tia this week for allegedly mastermind- 
ing the 1989 bombing of a Ftench UTA 
airliner in which 1 70 people died. 

The hearing opens in a Paris court 
today and is expected to last only three 
days. The prosecution say they have a 
watertight case against the Libyan secret 
services and no defense is being offered. 

The trial comes just as Qadhafi looks. 


set to hand over two Libyans to face 
charges in Europe of planting a bomb on 
a Pan Am airliner that exploded over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in December 1988. 
killing 270 people. 

Unlike Britain, France did not demand 
the extradition of the suspects, prefer- 
ring to try them in their absence and 
then seek action from THpoll if they were 
found guilty. 

Diplomatic sources said they thought 
Libya would be prepared to pay damages 



to families of the victims If the Paris 
court linked the accused to the UTA 
bombing, but the men would probably 
not serve any prison terms. 

After lengthy negotiations, Libya 
helped with the probe, allowing chief 
investigating magistrate Jean-Louis 
Bruguiere to travel to Tripoli in 1996 to 
question dozens of officials as well as 
search ,the offices of the Libyan secret 
services. 

UTA flight 772 was flying over Niger 


on Sept. 19, 1989, en route for Paris, 
when it vanished off radar screens. 
Debris from the DC 10 was found scat- 
tered for miles across the desert and 
there were no survivors. 

Tfests showed that It had been blown 
out of the sky by a bomb placed in a bag- 
gage container. The blast occurred at a 
time of high tension over Chad, Where. 
French and Libyan forces dashed repeat- 
edly In the 1970s and 1980s, 

The most senior suspect is Abdullah 


Senoussi, Qadhafi's broth, ewiWaw^ 
reportedly the deputy head of Ubpri 
secret services. Four other alleged seow 
agents and one diplomat axe 
accused oforriiestrating theBtracf- 

French offldals say the UTA * 
more senior figures within Libya than tf* 
two Lockerbie suspects. . 

They will be tried by a 
made up of professional inajpn® 


made up of professional itiag^w? 
Some 200 civil plaintiffs ^preswpng 
victims' families will also attend the 


HTANYAHU ENVOY TO PARIS FOR 
CONTACTS ON LEBANON PULLOUT 


Min,stOT 

B .f?JLhii has sent an envoy to 
^fcftissions on the terms lor an 
S|i withdrawal from the buffer zone it 
Lebanon, Amy Radio reported 


nip appeared to have been orga- 
mmI after Lebanese Prime Minister Salim 
gaB indkaieil on Saturday that il Israel 

ShiBftomiouthLeb.non.hi.gov- 
and army would prevent cross- 
attacks by Islamic and Palestinian 

declined to confirm or deny 
tjeftsortthathe had dispatched his top 
aomailcadvisor, Uzl Arad, to the French 
S for talks on the Lebanon situation. 

T prefer not to give details about our 
diplomatic contacts,” Netanyahu said 
wben asked about the report. 

But he added that Israel "wants to 
obtain discreetly some clarification of the 
Miimsness of the Lebanese declarations." 
Tit are making every effort to find the 
partners needed to obtain security 
arrangements" that would allow Israel to 
withdraw from its self-declared "security 
tone' in south Lebanon," he said in a 
radio Interview. 

Netanyahu said these security arrange- 
ments would have to guarantee an end tn 
attacks on northern Israel by Hizbollah. 
the Syrian- and Iranian-backed Islamic 
militia in Lebanon. 

The radio did not say when Arad left or 
nith whom he will meet in Paris. 

Netanyahu’s government approved for 
■he first time last year the 1978 UN reso- 
lution 425, but said any withdrawal from 
Lebanon would have to be preceded by 
Lebanese security guarantees. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Israel warned Lebanon, via the United 
States, against any . new effort by protesters to free vil- 
lages in the Israeli-occupied zone in south Lebanon, the 
Arab newspaper Al Hayat reported Sunday. 

US charge d’affaires David Hill "informed several parties 
that the Israelis could not stand back and do nothing ,r . 
they are faced with another Arnoun,” a village "liberated 
from Israeli occupation last month, the paper said. 

Hill told Lebanese Prime Minister Salim Hoss Saturday 
that “Israel looks unfavorably upon the demonstrations 
that occurred at Arnoun and the return of the village to 
Lebanese sovereignty,” Al Hayat quoted officials as saying. 

The paper said that Hill advise Hoss to delay new 
demonstrations aimed at "liberating" other villages in the 
zone, which Israel occupies to prevent cross-border 

attacks on its territory. 

Several hundred students followed by villagers Feb. 26 
tore down the bsrbed-wire fence the Israeli forces had 
erected around Arnoun 1 1 days earlier, cutting it ofTfrom 
the rest of Lebanon. ... 

For three days, thousands of Lebanese flooded into 
Arnoun to celebrate its liberation, and the government 
began fixing the infrastructure in the village which had 
been neglected since the last Israeli retreat in 1985. 

A new protest march, scheduled to head Sunday to 
Mlikh, a village in the Christian area of Jezzine just out- 
side the Israeli buffer zone, was postponed at the last 
minute. . , , , 

The village has come under fire by both the Israeli mil- 
itary and its proxy militia, the South Lebanon Army. 

Mlikii residents said in a statement broadcast on state 
television Saturday night that the reason for the delay was 
to let the authorities de-mine the area and destroy fortifi- 
cations blocking access in the village. 

In Jarjuh, near Mlikh. «i hundred residents staged a 
demonstration to express their desfte to return to the vil- 
* iiaiEjii u i Minister Ariel Sharon, with Justice lage. which they were forced to leave in I9K5, witnesses 




mat said. 

Mubarak meanwhile left for a brief nip 
to Emir but would return Sunday to resume 
talks with Qadhafi. 

Qadhafi is still seeking guarantees of a 
"fair trial" and warns a lifting, not just a 
suspension, of economic sanctions 
imposed by the United Nations on Libya 
since 1992, once the suspects are handed 
over for trial. 

The Egyptian government supports 
Libya's srand on sanctions. 

During his talks here Qadhafi has also 
heen seeking guarantees that any trial of 
the two Libyans will not pave the way for 
the prosecution of other Libyan officials, 
diplomats said. 

If Libya fails to meet the end-of-Mardi 
deadline, Washington and London have 
threatened additional sanctions against 
Tripoli. 


SYRIA: LEBANESE PM DID 
NOT AGREE TO SECURITY 
TALKS WITH ISRAEL 


YHREE ARRESTED IN PROTEST TO DEMAND 
SSRAELI PULLOUT FROM LEBANON 




if 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria, the main power in 
neighboring Lebanon, said Sunday that 
Lebanese Prime Minister Salim Hoss has not 
agreed to discuss border security arrange- 
ments with Israel. 

Hoss called for an Israeli withdrawal from 

touch Lebanon flr> d did not agree at all to secu- 
rity arrangements as Israeli officials claim," 
Tishrin, the official organ of the Syrian 
government. 

The Lebanese prime minister also "did not 
mention disarmament of the Lebanese resis- 
tance, and Lebanon's position on this topic is 
_ own ,“ lhe newspaper added. 

Successive Lebanese governments have 
fisted on implementation of )UN Security 
Council) Resolution 425 to the letter,” It said. 
The 1978 resolution calls for Israel to Wlth- 
r *w unconditionally from Lebanon, where it 
maintain* a buffer zone to prevent cross-bor- 
l? alc «ks. Syrian- and Iranian-backed 
,z guerrillas conduct most of the. anti- , 
,lra eli attacks in Lebanon. 

elrut has several times rejected reaching 
' I accord Israel, in the belief that the 

9 ILebanese-lsraeli) armistice agreement 
« «ili | n effect," Tishrin said. 

• e Syrian daily accused Israel of “pugtihg; 
a ™ security arguments to get Lebanon to 


pan wirh its land and its sovereignty." 

"Israel’s game consists of imposing evil con- 
dirions on Lebanon such as disarming the 
resistance, halting its operations, setting up 
advanced Israeli positions on Lebanese land 
and merging |Antolne| Lai, ad s [pro-Israel,] 
militia with the Lebanese national army, it 

"All these conditions go against 425 and 
allow Israeli leaders to blackmail the Lebanese 
government and are rejected -by the Lebanese 
people and officials." Tishrin said. 

Hoss indicated Saturday that Lebanon Is 
ready to provide the security guarantees 
sought by Israel, although not through negotl- 

atl “SecUrlty and stability exist across- Lebanon 

except for the Israeli-occupied zone, and lit 

could be the same along the frontier If the 
enemy withdraws," Hoss said in a statement. 

■Hie Lebanese premier also sejd that a with- 

drawal of the occupation forces would revive 
the armistice agreement, which .mean? that 
security would exist along thelbortjen : 

Israeli Army Radio reported- Sunday that 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjimin Netanyahu has | 
•>,, anunv to Paris, which has historical ties 



Inn Lebanon, aafnMa fhn 


„ group aomonrtrato 
loranll defence Ministry In Tel Avfv yaotarday. 


Israeli Prime Minister benjamin 
. sent an envoy to Parts, which has historical ties 
to Beirut, for. discussions on tl)e terms for an , 

' Israeli withdrawal ;ftom teljanor); • : r ;. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) - Israeli police 
knested three.pereons during a 
■ rowdy 1 protest demonstration - 
outside the defense ministry to 
demand that Israel withdraw its 
troops from south Lebanon. 

About 35 members of a new 
group called “The Red Une" 

: tried to block traffic outside the 
-'defense ministry end .some 


members tried to force their way Ing for months for a Pull™! of 

into the compound, witnesses Israeli troops from Lebanon 

K Sunday's protest was part of on 

Police hauled away two men escalation tn the campaign ro 
and a woman for blocking the - get the army out of the buffer 

street they said;' ; zone it has occupied , n some 

Organizers described Th? Red. . form . or .another hi Lebanon 

Une as an angrier version of tbe ., sinceit978wtthtl,ededaredam 
Four lytothers Mbvemhnt whleh . of preventing |™ ss ^ e r 
has been peacefillly demOrtstrat*:- attacks by anti-Israel guerrillas. 


I 




MOLA: 'LETTER OF DESIGNATION 
ANSWERS ALL NATIONAL PROBLEMS 
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ARAB NEWS 5 


NEW EMIR OF EMIR 
A MILITARY STRONGMAN 



THE ARAB DAILY — Preparations are 
underway by both government and 
Parliament for the vote or confi- 
dence session in the newly appoint- 
ed cabinet. 

While Parliament members are 
buying time to prepare their reply to 
the policy statement, the govern- 
ment is in a hurry to get down to 
business. 

A parliament session scheduled 


for Saturday has been postponed 
until Wednesday, but it remained 
unclear until Sunday night if the 
upcoming session will decide the 
future of the new government. 

Meanwhile deputies are voicing 
optimism about the new govern- 
ment and the new era. 

Three members of the Lower 
House % of Parliament praised the 
comprehensive approach and clarity 


oF the Royal Letter of Designation 
addressed to Prime Minister Abdul- 
Raouf Rawabdeh, voicing hope thfjt 
the new government would be able 
to implement the Monarch's direc- 
tives. 

"The Letter of Designation was 
precise and clear in highlighting all 
issues concerning Jordan," said 
Deputy Naif Mola. 

i Mola, a member of the Arab and 


CRIMINALS RECEIVE VERDICT 


International Affairs Committee, and 
National Guidance Parliamentary 
Committee, added that the Royal 
Letter has provided answers to all 
tlie national problems, especially the 
deteriorating economic situation, 
poverty and unemployment. 

In Mola's viewpoint, promoting 
investment and anti-corruption mea- 
sures are effective steps to alleviate 
such unhealthy phenomena. 


On his pant, Deputy Nazfch 
Amareen said that "rendering il< 
content of the Letter into real lift 
practices is what counts in this ton- 
text”. 

Describing the issues addressed 
by the Letter of Designation as pri- 
orities. Deputy Waleed Oujan sail 
these issues require an efficient ad 
capable team to undertake thek 
implementation. 


urn - Bahrain's new head of 
Silt Hamad Ben IssaAl Khalifa, has 
Nation for strong leadership born of a 
S breeding and years spent develop- 
\wfbe inland state's armed forces. 

; la* assuming the rule of Enur, relying 
-jaCod, exerting all the effort possible to 
: st« oar country and our people," the new 
tmearmounrtd Saturday. 

ovulated crown prince In 1 964, he took 
aKdrt role In developing the army into 
lojart lighting force of 1 1 ,000 men after 
^kjerendenre from Britain In 1971 , 
f ilie» Hamad, 49, held the title of 
IKfcfclw minister from 1971-1994. 

Bide Sheik Khalifa Ben Salman Al 
Mft Is prime minister and diplomats pre- 
liktaoMwrd relationship, 
p The prime minister Is widely credited 
tddi having run the country himself while 
'ike old Emir took a back seat. But the emir 
uids the power to appoint his prime min- 
ister. ' 

goth have favored a hard line against 
MMiulIm agitation for the restoration 
t( parliament since December 1994 which 
fes left 38 dead. 

Bahrain's pro-Western foreign policy - 
the Islands serve as the base of the US Fifth 
Rstili expected to continue. 

A trustified helicopter pilot. Sheik Hamad 
honed his skills at Britain's Mons Officer 
Cadet School and the officer training col- 
lie of Sandhurst. 

Hamad took a degree in leadership from 
deUS Army Command and Staff College at 
fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 

Bat he still had plenty to learn and in a 
jhnrdownwlth neighboring Qatar In 1986. 
sws his wiser father who persuaded the 
anted forces, commanded by his soil, to 
td aff a state of emergency to allow for 



ARAB/Si) 

WATCH WLfZJ 


THE STATE SECURITY Court 
Issued its verdict in the case 
known as “Mohammad Mujali ■ 
in which Mohammad Mujali, 
Mohammad Khair, Abdullah Al 
Mahserl. .Mousa Adwan.Sa'ad 
Adwan and the brothers 
Mahmoud and Mohammad Al 
Adwan were accused of com- 
mitting up to 13 felonies , 


The crimes varied between 
robbery, rape and breaking 
into stores in Al Bayader Area . 

The verdict issued by the 
State Security Court read as 
follows : 

“The first, Second and third 
suspects were sentenced to 15 
years Imprisonment. The pun- 
ishment of the fifth suspect 


was reduced to seven years 
and a half. The court decided 
that the case of 
Sn'ad, Mohammad and 

Mahmoud Is irrelevant to the • 
jurisdiction of the State 
Security Council," thus refer- 
ring the case to the criminal 
Court. 

This brings to an end the 


case of the gang which com- 
mitted many organized crimes 
in Amman and its suburbs . 

The suspects will appear 
again before the Criminal 
Court for a second trial since 
the verdict of The State 
Security Council is confined to 
the Issue oH'Crlminal Consent 1 ’ 


by AN ARAB DAILY REPORTER 


MORAL SUPPORT TO IRAQ 


IRAQ REFUSED ANY material assistance 
from the Arab Unions Delegations tak- 
ing part ip the solidarity conference, 
which was held in support for Iraq in 
Baghdad between 27-28 February. 

Nazih Abu Nidal, a member of the 
Jordanian Writers Union, who partici- 
pated in the conference said “the 
Jordanian Unions invited 300 members 
from all Arab Unions to participate in 

this solidarity conference with a deci- their determination to stand by Iraq, President TSha Yasslen Ramadan 

slon to undertake all the expenses of calling on the Arab nation to boycott - w . 

this meeting, bur Iraq refused “ American and British goods. We discussed the Iraq, .ssue and the 

According to Abu Nidal. the partici- Abu Nidal said “we organized a march 
pants received on the first day of the to the United Nations Headquarter in « ■ - fry RQLA SHAKIB 


meeting a letter from President Saddam 
Hussein stating that Iraq would cover 
all the expenses of the conference, and 
the only support Iraq needed was moral 
and political, not material. 

President Saddam welcomed in his 
letter the delegations saying they 
would be Iraq's guests during their 
visit. 

Members of all Arab Unions stressed 


Baghdad, where we delivered a protest 
memorandum against the American- 
British aggressive assault on Iraq. 

“We demanded the immediate lifting 
of the unjust, embargo imposed on 
Iraq,” he said 

The delegations met on the sidelines 
of the conference with T^riq Aziz, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, and Vice 


ARMED ROBBERY 
IN ZARKA 


AN ARMED ROBBERY attempt 
took place in Zarqa Sunday 
noon, when a group of people 
ambushed a . vehicle used 
especially to transfer money 
from the Central Bank to one 
of the locnl banks in Jordan, 
said an official at the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
who asked to remain 
unnamed. 

"We have caught the sus- 
pects, and the department Is 
investigating the robbery." 

According to an official at 


Zarqa Police Department^ 
asked to remain anonymous, 
the chase started from Hetria 
camp in Rusaifa area 
ended at Tabartar ncighb®' 
hood. 

The official declined to jn* 

further details about theta* 

Police Officials are to give* 
press conference today Sr 
further details about w 
armed robbery attempt- 


by NOURA WAZ/iM 

■ CriffioWP 0 ^ 


TRAFFIC ON ROYAL 

JORDANIAN INCREASES 

THE STATE-OWNED air carrier, Royal Jordpnlan. 

Sunday that it had flown 162,225 passengers to various <le^ 
tions within the first two months of this year. TtejQJ* a 'V^ 
Agency, Petra, reported that this registered a 
over laLt year's figures. The state-owned carrier also an ^ 
that it had carried over 8,000 tons of Carpo, Various 
privatize iy have failed over the past few years sjriccthe^. ... 
of the economic liberalization process ^The Arab 


Ngw Imlr of Imlr fhelkh Hamad 
Bln Isa Al Khalifa Shaikh Hamad 
assumed his new pest after the 
death of his late father an 


Sheikh Salman Ibn Hamad Ibn 
Issa Al-Khallfa, the eldest sea of 
Bahrain's new Imlr Sheikh 
Hamad Is expected to be named 


negotiation. 

The then-Emir’s personal intervention 
with his counterpart in Qatar defused the 
crisis and secured the release of 30 
hostages seized by Qatari forces on a dis- 
puted island. 

A territorial dispute has since rumbled 
on and is now in the hands of the World 
Court - one of the challenges now facing 
Sheik Hamad. 

He was bom on Jan. 28, 1950, into the 
Khalifa family, which has ruled the strategic 
Gulf archipelago since the late 18th centu- 
ry- 

As the eldest of three sons, he was des- 


tined like his father Sheik Issa to become 
Emir. 

And the portly Sheik Hamad has enjoyed 
the luxury lifestyle associated with a lofty 
calling. He has his own golf course, rides, 
plays tennis, is a falconer and goes to the 
races. Football and basketball have been 
occasional sports. 

At the age of six his education began 
with recitals of the holy Koran which has 
bred a love of Arabic verse notably popular. 

He married a cousin in 1968 and has 
three sons, Salman, the deputy defense 
minister, Abdullah and Khalifa, as well as 
two daughters. 



WNAMA IAFP) — Arab leaders 
foded to Emir on Sunday to 
W their condolences to the 
Gulf state’s new emir, Sheik 
Hamad Ben Issa Al Khalifa, on 
death of his father, hailed as 
■he 'people’s monarch." 


. : • V. 

there was little noise from the 
crowd shuffling along a carpet- 
ed colonnade. 

The passage, lined with sol- 
diers in green uniforms carry- 
ing sub-machineguns, led to a 
small reception area at the end 


Qatar’s Emir Sheik Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Al Thani, whose 
country lias a territorial dispute 
with Manama, met the new 
emir to convey "the sadness of 
the Qatari people." 

From Oman, Sultan Qaboos 


r .. T 

ii 

French Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine interrupted a Gulf tour 
to deliver the condolences of 
President Jacques Chirac and 
his country. 

In special black-and-white 
editions on Sunday, Bahraini 


, '“keeping with Islamic tradl- of which stood the new emir assured Bahrain's emir of newspapers hailed the man 


“". Sheik Issa Ben Salman Al 
, was buried in a simple 
“’"id oa Saturday before sun- 
ken Ihe same day as Ills sud- 
™death of a heart attack. 

™ eldest son and heir. Sheik 


Muscat’s support after “the who led the country for 38 
death of our brother,” while years, 

Kuwaiti Emir Sheik Saad Al “He was a down-to-earth 
Abdullah Al Sabah was already people's monarch... he was- a 
in Emir late Saturday to pay Ills father figure," the Gulf Daijy 
condolences. News said, pouring, praise on 

Crown Prince Abdullah Ben SHelk Issa for his "nobility, slm 
Abdul Aziz of Bahrain's mighty pllcity, humbleness , and kind- 
neighbor Saudi .Arabia was also ness.' 

„„ u „ wuooreistiipii-.o.r among the flrst to fly In to meet" 1 .The newspaper, also listed a 

Estate to pay their last tion to meet one of the visiting Shejk Hamad, while several , iftrlpg of cancellations for 

ln large open foreign dignitaries. He would Arab countries declared perl- planned events ras the -counfty 

7°^ 81 the entrance to usher them back onto sofas ods of mourning. plunged Into three months of 

palace, thick lines of where they would sip tea for a Jordan's King Abdullah 11 and. official mourning. 

^ Pressed forward to offer few minutes before departing. Egyptian President Hosril. . “The nation reeled in shock 

Palestinian. President Yasser Mubarak traveled to Emir on as its people struggled to come 


his unde, Sheik 
Mohammad Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa. In turn they shook their 
new leaders hand and mur- 
mured words of comfort. 

m IH . U( lb each the tired looking 

I*™' !"* s,nte been shaking emir replied thank you in 
■ a stream of Bahraini Arabic. 

“owners as well as Arab lead- Every so often the emir 
converged on the would emerge from the recep- 


who 


Omdoleoces. 


«*« had come later Arafat said Sheik Issa's death Sunday. Sheik. Issa himself to terms with the ^ sudden 

'I • large tent to was "a great loss rot the Arab attended the Impressive slate death... tragedy left the am- 

with the extended world and the Palestinian peo-- funeral’ of : King :Abdul|ah> try-dazed ant I, confused, said 

“S' Al Khalifa family who pie Iri particular," whose cause father, King Hussein, who dled_ the Emit / -Tribune newspaper. 

"^Nfortheday. - he had supported, the official ' last month, . ' 'which fan pictures of weeping 

£ numbers, .news agency GhlA reported. Fromotitslde the Arab worlq^ Women, t • • . •• 



Iran blames Cohen 
for death of Bahrain's Emir 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — An Iraqi official daily accused US Secretary of 
State William Cohen on Sunday of causing Bahraini Emir Sheik 
Issa Den Salman Al Khalifa’s sudden death from a heart attack. 
‘Cohen is behind the death of the emir of Emir" on Saturday, 
said the ruling Baath Party’s daily A! Thawra, quoting anony- 
mous "press sources in Nicosia." "The cause of the death of 
Bahrain's emir was the harsh words which he heard from the US 
defense secretary," it charged. "The emir was very affected and 
had a fatal heart attack just after the end of the talks." US offi- 
cials said Sheik Issa died just five minutes after meeting Cohen, 
who is on a Gulf tour to explain the almost daily US and British 
air strikes on Iraq. 


Qatar goes ahead with noils 
despite d eath of Emir of Emir 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatar declared three days of mourning for Sheik 
Issa, who died of a heart attack Saturday, but did not cancel the 
ballot as other Gulf countries called off numerous events pnd 
schools and governments shut down across the region. The late 
emir was “an eminent leader who devoted Ills life and efforts to 
the service of his country and the Arab world," said Qatar's own 
Emir Sheik Hamad Ben Khalil Al Thani. Qatar’s leader traveled 
to Manama on Sunday to deliver his condolences to the new 
emir. Sheik Hamad Ben Issa Al Khalifa. "For the time being, we 
are very sad. That issue |of the territorial dispute) is another 
affair," Qatar's foreign minister. Sheik Hamad Ben Jassem Al 
Thani. told reporters. The municipal elections, meanwhile, were 
relegated to second place in Qatari newspapers. “The Arab and 
Islamic world has lost a man who knew how to manage region- 
al and international affairs with wisdom," commented Al Sharq, 
while Al Watan voiced its confidence In the new emir, Sheik 
Issa's eldest son. 


Jqnanesa PM voices sorrow 
over dea th ol Bahrain's Emir 

TOKYO (AFP) —japan's Prime Minister Keizo Obuchl on Sunday 
voiced sorrow over the sudden death of Bahrain's Emir Sheik 
Issa Ben Salman Al Khalifa. “I should like to extend the members 
of the Khalifa family and the people of the State my most sincere 
sympathy and condolences on behalf of the government and 
people ofjapan," Obuchi said ln a statement. “We highly appre- 
ciate the late emir's great contribution to the State's current 
prosperity and to the stability in the Middle East and the Gulf 
region for a long period of 37 years since he succeeded the 
throne In 1961," he said. Japan's Emperor Aklhlto sent a mes- 
sage of condolence to Emir. 

UM chief sends 
condolences to Emir 


UNITED NATIONS (R) -— UN . Secretary General Kofi Annan 
expressed sadness on .Sunday at the death of the Emir of Emir, 
Sheik Issa "Ben Splrrian Al Khalifa, calling him a force for stability 
in a troubled region. 

In a statement issued through a spokesman, Annan said he 
had sent condolences .to the new Emir, Sheik Hamad Ben Issa Al 
KhallFa, and assured him, of UN support in the phrsult of peace 
and prosperity. 

"Tlie secretary general learned with great sadness oF the 
deqth of his royal highness Emir issa Ben Salman Al Khalifa <if 
Emir, who for many years had been a force for stability in ** 
troubled region of the world," a UN spokesman said. 

“He-has sent his condolences to the new Emir, Hamad Ben Issa 
Al Khalifa, and assured him of the support of the United Natrons 
in pursuing the path of peace and prosperity.’* the statement 
added. 
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QADHAFI DISCUSSES IRAQ WITH ARAB 
LEAGUE, LOCKERBIE WITH EGYPT 



iV'&i 






Iraqi Pruldentladdnjn Husseli right, receives Ahmad bln Hall , I aft, tha Arab League'! i 


SUDAN GOVERNMENT 'NOT INVOLVED' 
IN ATTACK ON US EMBASSY 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan has told the United States that it was 
not involved in an attack last week on the vacant US embassy 
building here, a Khartoum newspaper reported Sunday. The 
Akhbar Al You. : daily, quoting an “executive source," said 
Khartoum had told the US diplomatic mission to Sudan, based in 
Nairobi, Kenya, that it was “not connected" with the shooting on 
die US embassy building In the Sudanese capital by “anonymous" 
gunmen. A Sudanese interior ministry Investigation into the inci- 
dent is underway, with die paper's source saying the attack could 
be aimed at "creating a disturbance and aggravating the discord 
between Washington and Khartoum." 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Libyan 
President Moammar Qadhafi dis- 
cussed tlie “American aggression" 
against Iraq with Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmal Abdul 
Meguid on Saturday, Libya's offi- 
cial news agency reported. 

Qadhafi and Abdul Meguid met 
at Kubba Palace in Cairo where the 
Libyan president is staying during 
his visit to Egypt. Neither official 
spoke to reporters afterward. 

The two men discussed the 
need to "stop [the US| aggression 
[on Iraqi Immediately and to work 
on solving the Iraqi problem by 
Arabs and not to allow any foreign 
interference,” the Janiahiriyah 
Arab News Agency or JANA said in 
a report faxed to Tlie Associated 
Press, 

US and British planes, which 
patrol "no-fly" zones over north- 
ern and southern Iraq, have been 
striking Iraqi military sites on an 
almost daily basis since late 
December. Iraq then began chal- 
lenging the zones by firing at 
allied planes or locking its radar 
systems on to them. 

On Saturday the United States 
said its warplanes attacked five 


air-defense units in northern Is. 
baqsa.da.n.niberofpee,^ 

Earlier Sunday, QadhaSbtM, 

third round or talks with ta*. 

President Hosni Mubarak oa 4, 
proposed hand-over by Libya of 
two suspects wanted for the m 

bombing of a Pan Am plane ow, 

Lockerbie, Scotland, Star left 2jj 
people dead. 

Qadhafi has been reluctant to 
surrender the suspects, seeldig 
guarantees over their Imprison- 
ment, if they are convicted, and 
over the lifting of sanctions. 

The UN Security Coundl has 
maintained a limited embaigo on 
Libya since 1992 in a bid to fora 
it to hand over the wanted men. 
Under a US-British plan, the sus- 
pects will be tried according to 
Scottish law in The Netherlands. 

Egypt has been pressing Libya 
to settle the matter. Qadhafi, who 
discussed Lockerbie with Mubarak 
twice Saturday, said last week that 
a deal was close. 

Later Sunday Qadhaft visited 
the Egyptian Museum in central 
Cairo. He arrived in Egypt Friday 
for a visit of several days. 


DIPLOMATS: THREE MORE MONTHS 
SOUGHT TO FINALIZE LOCKERBIE DEAL 


SEX-STARVED CAMEL 
. KILLS MASTER'S SON 

RIYADH (AFP) — A camel killed liis master's five-year-old son in anger 
at being tied down alone during the mating season, a Saudi newspa- 
per repotted on Sunday. Tlie camel bit the child by the waist and shook 
him violently to death. The father could only look on In shock before 
shooting dead the animal, the daily Oknz said. It said came] owners in 
the Dibaa area of northern Saudi Arabia had been warned not to tie 
down their animals during the breeding season. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Libyan President Moammar 
Qadhafi were considering seeking another 
three months for a deal on the surrender of 
two Libyan suspects in the Lockerbie 
bombing, Arab diplomats said Sunday. 

The delay might be needed to secure 
guarantees for their trial in Tlie Hague such 
as ensuring that no other Libyans will face 
prosecution in the future, tlie diplomats 
added. 

The United States and Britain on Feb. 28 
set a one month deadline for Libya to sur- 
render the two suspects wanted for the 
1988 bombing of the Pan Am airliner which 
killed 270 people over Lockerbie, Scotland. 

Colonel Qadhafi, who rejects the US and 
British ultimatum, claims Washington and 
London have backed down from the dead- 
line and has said a deal was near, 

Under Arab proposals floated at the talks 


here, three Arab foreign ministers would 
travel to London, Washington and The 
Hague to discuss Libya’s conditions for 
handing over the suspects, the Arab diplo- 
mats said. 

“Tlie Arab ministers would negotiate 
with an open mind [the conditions] which 
are the last obstacle to finalizing an agree- 
ment" for handing the two over for trial in 
The Hague, said an Arab diplomat who 
asked not to be named. 

“Under this proposal, the ministers 
would also set a three-month deadline for 
the United States and Britain to satisfy the 
guarantees sought by Tripoli,” the diplomat 
said. 

"This proposal and others were still 
being examined" by the two leaders who 
on Sunday held a third round of talks fol- 
lowing Qadhafi’s arrival in Egypt on Friday 
for a visit that could last a week, the diplo- 




PARIS (R) — Six Libyan officials including 
the brother-in-law .of Libyan President 
Moammar Qadhafi will be tried in absen- 
tia this week for allegedly mastennind- 
ing the 1989 bombing of a Ftendi UTA 
airliner in which 170 people died. 

The hearing opens in a Paris court 
today and Is expected to last only three 
days. The prosecution say they have a 
watertight case against the Libyan secret 
services and no defense is being offered. 

The trial comes just as Qadhafi looks 


set to hand over two Libyans to face 
chaiges in Europe of planting a bomb on 
a Pan Am airliner that exploded over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in December 1988, 
killing 270 people. 

Unlike Britain, France did not demand 
the extradition of the suspects, prefer 
ring to try them In their absence and 
then seek action from Tripoli if they were 
found guilty. 

Diplomatic sources said they thought 
Libya would be prepared to pay damages 


: ^ ^ ^ 


to families of tire victims if the Paris 
court linked the accused to the UTA 
bombing, but the men would probably 
not serve any prison terms. 

After lengthy negotiations, Libya 
helped with tire probe, allowing chief 
investigating magistrate Jean-Louis 
Brugulere to travel tb Tripoli in 1996 to 
question dozens of officials as well as 
search the offices of the Libyan secret 
services; 

UTA flight 772 was flying over Niger 


on Sept. 19, 1989, en route for Paris, 
when it vanished off radar screens. 
Debris from the DC 10 was found scat- 
tered for miles across the desert and 
there were no survivors. 

Tests showed that it had been blown 
out of the sky by a bomb placed In a bag- 
gage container. The blast occurred at a 
time of high tension over Chatl", where 
French and Libyan forces clashed repeat- 
edly in the 1970s and 1980s. ■ \ ' - I 

The most senior suspect is Abdullah 


NETANYAHU ENVOY TO PARIS FOR 
CONTACTS ON LEBANON PULLOUT 

m AW (WPI - Pri, " e Minister 

Beniamin Neunyahl, has sent an envoy to 
Sbi discussions on the terms for an 
Zt\\ withdrawal from the buffer zone it 
Lebanon, Army Radio reported 

appeared to have been orga- 
Aal after Lebanese Prime Minister Salim 
(tea indicated on Saturday that If Israel 
m s liont south Lebanon, his gov- 
aaan and army would prevent cross- 
bonier attacks by Islamic and Palestinian j 
guerrillas. 

Netanyahu declined to confirm or deny 
the report that he had dispatched his top 
diplomatic advisor, Uzi Arad, to the French 
capital for talks on the Lebanon situation. 

'I prefer not to give details about our 
diplomatic contacts," Netanyahu said 
when asked about the report. 

Bat he added that Israel “wants to 
obtain discreetly some clarification of the 
seriousness of the Lebanese declarations.” 

“Wfe are making every effort to find the 9^ 
partners needed to obtain security ** 
arrangements" that would allow Israel to 
withdraw from its self-declared “security 
zone" in south Lebanon," he said in a 
radio interview. 

Netanyahu said these security arrange- 
ments would have to guarantee an end to 
attacks on northern Israel by Hizbollah. 
the Syrian- and Iranian-backed Islamic 
militia in Lebanon. 

The radio did not say when Arad left or 
with whom he will meet in Paris. 

Netanyahu's government approved for 
■he first time last year 1 978 UN rcsn- T '*• 

Won 425, but said any withdrawal from Netanyahu look! over the ihoulder of Foreign Mlnliler Ariel Sharon, with Juitlce 
Ittaon would have to be preceded by mlnUter Ifcachl Hanegbl, loft, during a cabinet meeting In Jerusalem en Sunday. 
Lebanese security guarantees. 
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REPORT: US GIVES 
LEBANON ISRAELI 
WARNING AGAINST 
'NEW ARNOUN' 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Israel warned Lebanon, via the United 
States, against any new effort by proresters to free vil- 
lages in the Israeli-occupied zone in south Lebanon, the 
Arab newspaper Al Hayat reported Sunday. 

US charge d'affaires David Hill "informed several parties 
that the Israelis could not stand back and do nothing if . 
they are faced with another Am oun,” a village "liberated" 
from Israeli occupation last monrh, the paper said. 

Hill told Lebanese Prime Minister Salim Hoss Saturday 
that "Israel looks unfavorably upon the demonstrations 
That occurred at Arnoun and the return of the village to 
Lebanese sovereignty." Al Hayat quoted officials as saying. 

The paper said that Hill advise Hoss to delay new 
demonstrations aimed at "liberating" other villages In the 
zone, which Israel occupies to prevent cross-border 
attacks on its territory. 

Several hundred students followed by villagers Feb. 26 
tore down the barbed-wire fence the Israeli forces had 
erected around Arnoun 1 1 days earlier, cutting it off from 
the rest of Lebanon. 

For three days, thousands of Lebanese flooded into 
Arnoun to celebrate its liberation, and rhe government 
began fixing the infrastructure in the village which had 
been neglected since the last Israeli retreat in 1985. 

A new protest march, scheduled to head Sunday to 
Mlikli. a village in the Christian area ofjezzine just out- 
side the Israeli buffer zone, was postponed at the last 
minute. 

The village has come under fire by both the Israeli mil- 
itary and its proxy militia, the South Lebanon Army. 

Mlikh residents said in a statement broadcast on state 
television Saturday night that the reason for the delay was 
to let the authorities de-mine rhe area and destroy fortifi- 
cations blocking access to the village. 

In Jnrjuh, near Mlikli, a hundred residents staged a 
demonstration to express their desire to return to the vil- 
lage, which they were forced to leave in 19K5, witnesses 
said. 


mat said. 

Mubarak meanwhile left for a brief trip 
to Emir bur would return Sunday to resuiN 
talks with Qadhafi. 

Qadhafi is still seeking guarantees of a 
"fair trial" and wants a lifting, not just a 
suspension, of economic sanctions 
imposed by the United Nations on libji 
since 1992, once the suspects arehaniW 
over for trial. 

The Egyptian government supports 
Libya's stand on sanctions. 

During his talks here Qadhafi has also 
been seeking guarantees that any trial of 
the two Libyans will not pave the way for 
the prosecution of other Libyan officials, 
diplomats said. 

If Libya Calls to meet the end-of-Mardi 
deadline, Washington and London ha* 
threatened additional sanctions agJJ* 
Tripoli. 


SYRIA: LEBANESE PM DID 
NOT AGREE TO SECURITY 
TALKS WITH ISRAEL 


THRU ARRESTED IN PROTEST TO DEMAND 
ISRAELI PULLOUT FROM LEBANON 

ETOU 


Senoussi, Qadhafi’s brother-ln-b^_^ 
reportedly the deputy head of V 
secret services. Four other aDeged sea* 
agents and one diplomat Jfr 

accused of ordiestraringlheatri* 

French officials say 
more senior figures vvtdiii) Ljbya^ 
two Lockerbie suspects. j.. .. 

They- will be hied by 
made up of-professtortaj 
Some 200 civil plaintiffs 
victims' families wlil dlso •atwwffi* 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria, the main power in 
neighboring Lebanon, said Sunday that 
Lebanese Prime Minister Salim Hoss lias not 
^eed to discuss border security a r range - 
ments with Israel. 

Hoss called for an Israeli withdrawal From 
S0M ^ Lebanon and did not agree at all to secu- 
% arrangements as Israeli officials claim," 
Tishrin. the official organ of the Syrian 
Sovenuuent. 

Lebanese prime minister also "did not 
mention disarmament of the Lebanese resls- 
. an{e * Lebanon's position on this lopic is 
"own.' 1 the newspaper added. 

Successive Lebanese governments have 
■ ^ted on implementation of [UN Security 
cuncill Resolution 425 to the letter," It said. 

« 1978 resolution calls for Israel to with- 
w unconditionally from Lebanon, where it 
intams a buffer zone to prevent cross-bor- 
uj.L ; tt L acks - Syrian- and Iranian-backed 
o ah guerrillas conduct most of the anti- 
^cks in Lebanon. 

j severa l t ' mes rejected reaching 

! 1S4Q T u W ' th Israe, ‘ * n the be,le f that . the 
i vnt Jii* anese * lsrae li| armistice agreement 
^efTea," Tlshrio 5 ai d . 

'•nranF ' * “ cused lsrscl ? f “putting 

security arguments to get Lebanon tp 


part with its land and its sovereignty." 

“Israel’s game consists of imposing evil con- 
ditions on Lebanon such as disarming the 
resistance, halting its operations, setting up 
advanced ismeli positions on Lebanese land 
and merging |Antoine| Lahad’s [pro-Israeli] 
militia with rhe Lebanese national army," it 
said. 

"All these conditions go against 425 and 
allow Israeli leaders to blackmail the Lebanese 
government and are rejected -by the Lebanese 
people and officials," Tishrin said. 

Hoss indicated Saturday that Lebanon is 
ready to provide the security guarantees 
sought by Israel, although not through negoti- 
ations'. : 

"Security and stability exist ecross Lebanon 
except for the Israeli-occupied tone, and It 
could be the same along the ftontler. If the 
enemy withdraws;" Hoss said in a statement.,^ 

.The Lebanese premier aiso said tliata “with-' 
draws; of the occupation fbrces would revive 
the armistice agreement, which means that, 

, security would exist along the bprder." 

Israeli Army Radiol-reported Sunday that 
Israeli Prime Minister Benldmin Netanydhu has ; 
sent an envojr to Paris, which has historical ties, 

■ to, Btrlrhti.for dlscusslbnx onjthe terma for' an 
; Israeli wlthdfawaV.frbnj tebanoh. ‘ - 



from Lebanon, outside thi 

1 TEL AVIV (AFPj - Israeli polled.' 
arrested three persons during a 
rowdy protest demonstration 
outside the defense ministry t o 
demand that Israel withdraw Its 
. troops from south Lebanbn. 

About 35 . members of a 1 new 
group called "the Red. Line" 

. tried to block traffic, outside the - 
' defense pihiistry and . .some 


IetOgII defBME mlnlriry In 


members tried to fohfe their way ■ 
Into the compound, witnesses 
said, 

, Police hauled away two; men ' | 
arid a woman' for blocking the j 
stredt, they said, - 1 

Organizers described The Rid 
Line as an angrier version of the 
Four Mothers ;Mdwenfeiit whjch 
has beeh peacefully demonstrate 


i Tel Aviv yesterday. 

Ing for months for a pullout of • j 
Israeli troops from Lebanon.. j 

Sunday's protest was part of an < 

escalation in the campaign' toil . 
get the army out of the buffer 1 
zone ft has occupied In some • 
form or -’another in Lebanon : ■ 
siria 1978 with the declared aim 
of 1 preventing cross-border . 
attacks by anti-Israel guerrillas, : ** . ,*■’ 
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PNAsPARLI AMENTARY ELECTIONS 
AFTER STATE DECLARATION 


GAZA (DPA),(AP) — Palestinian Planning Minister 
NabiL Shaath said Sunday that Palestinians will 
elect a Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC). or 
parliament, as soon as a Palestinian state is 
declared on May 4 in the West Bank and Gaza. 

The PLC, elected as part of the interim agree- 
ment between Israel and the Palestinians, con- 
sists of 8B members from Gaza, West Bank and 
Arab east Jerusalem. It was elected in January 
1995 when Yasser Arafat was also elected presi- 
dent of the Palestinian National Authority |PNA). 

Speaking to reporters during a PLC session In 
Gaza, called to elect a new speaker and renew its 
activities for one more year. Shaath said that nei- 
ther electing a new PLC speaker, nor renewing its 
activities, meant the legislature’s interim period 
would be extended for another year. 

“May 4 is the actual date which ends the inter- 
im period of the Palestinian authority, which 
began in 1994, and the Palestinian people have 
the right to self determination after that date," 
he said. 

PLC opposition member Abdul Jawad Saleh 
charged that by renewing the legislature for 
another year, the Palestinian Authority was indi- 
cating that it intended extending the interim 
period. This in turn meant the PNA had given up 
the idea of declaring a state on May 4, he said. 

"We fear that electing a new speaker and 
renewing the PLC for another year will extend the 
interim period, and deprive us from getting our 
rights in the signed agreements." Saleh said. 

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat has repeat- 
edly indicated that he will declare' an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip on May 4, 1999, the date interim peace 
agreements between Israel the Palestinians are 
due to end. 

Israel has said it would react harshly to such a 
move, including possibly annexing the parts of 
the West Bank and Gaza Srrip under its control. 

The United States and several countries of the 
European Union have asked Arafat to delay his 
declaration until after the Israeli elections on May 
17. 

Meanwhile, the PLC re-elected Ahmad Qreri 
(Abu Ala) as speaker and also elected two deputy 
speakers and a secretary general. 

There were no salary guarantees or employ- 



ISRAEL EXTENDS 
TERM OF 
LONGEST HELD 
PALESTINIAN 
DETAINEE 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel extend- 
ed the sentence of a Palestinian 
detainee held for tire past five 
years without trial, the prison- 
er's lawyer said Sunday. 

Osama Barham, 35, a 
Palestinian who was arrested in 
1993 for membership In the 
Islamic Jihad group, had his 
remand extended by another 
six months after rejecting an 
offer to be deported, his 
lawyer Andre Rosenthal said. 

Israel argues that die use of 
administrative detention 
which allows it to hold prison- 
ers without trial for easily 
renewable six month periods - 
is needed in cases where 
Israel’s security is threatened 
by activists. 


* hn, ® d 1 a “ rl ». """« ■*« he wn« re-elected far Iha faurlh time as Spaakar af 
the Palestinian Legislative Council In Oaxa City yesterday. 

ment benefits for Palestinian teachers, doctors member body formulates bills that are then 

and postal earners until the Palestinian legislative passed to Arafat's Cabinet for review during 

council came along and wrote laws protecting weekly sessions. The Cabinet, or executive 
workers and civil servants. branch of Palestinian autonomous rule, then 

But other legislation, Including a framework either asks for clarifications or recommends 
for a constitution which would limit Yasser Arafat approve the bill, making It law 
Arafat s powers has gone nowhere, along with Arafat does not have the right to prevent a 
three other bills that the Palestinian president bill's passage. 

has largely Ignored. He can however take as long as lie likes in 

Four years afier the first democratically elected responding to a bill, even holding it up Indeli- 
Palestiman legislature took office, lawmakers nicely. 

gathered Sunday to mark “Palestinian democracy Since the council assumed ollice in 1996 13 
day, and reflect on achievements and much work bills were ratified by Ararat, 12 are on their wav 
that remains undone. t0 t |, e Cabinet and four others appear to be 

In terms of successes and failures," said Hanan shelved. 

Ashrawi, a lawmaker horn Jerusalem, who quit For the council, laws such as the Civil Service 
Arafat s Cabinet, its not an even balance,” she haw which regulates the finance and administra- 
Sai . . . . . , , Won for rhe public sector are minor but still a vie- 

Under bylaws written by the council, the 88- tory. It took months ofdebale between the conn- 


SPATE OF STABBING 
ATTACKS IN JERUSALEM 


til and Hie Cabinet until the law*.,,, 
approved. 

Bui the council has failed to 
approval of the Basic Law considered 
ers as the backbone of democracy since il 
.1 chccks-niid-balances system between thu 
relative and executive brandies. ' 

“We failed In terms or rooting out the a® 
lion, mismanagement and abuse of posef* 
Zi.ul Abu Amr. a lawmaker horn Cara aiy. js, 
Islative report on government comiptio, 
yenr went largely ignored. Aralat reshuffle 
Cabinet and retained ministers aitldadkfe 
report. In pretest. Ashrawi stepped dottn fe 
her post ns minister of higher education. 

Still, the council has been instrumental isle^ 
mg the Palestinians create a democratic refti 
after 30 years nf Israeli occupation. 

The Palestinian council is the only one h ft 
Arab world- that has held no-confidence w 
against the government. 

Arafat's government survived two such term, 
because his Fatah loyalist make up the nujeiM 
the lawmakers. 

It lias become a forum for political opposite 
to voice opinions and to hold protests. Minimi 
are often questioned by lawmakers and hunditi 
of citizen complaints are addressed. 

Sunday, lawmakers re-elected to a fourth tern 
house speaker Ahmad Qureia, who led the seerd 
1993 negotiations with Israel which led loafim 
historic peace agreement and paved the way it 
Palestinian autonomy. 

The council* has succeeded in forging relator- 
ships with legislative bodies all over the woiU 
and has hosted world leaders. 

With all it's drawbacks, Ashrawi said thccouv 
cil is a crucial instrument in the emeryri 
Palestinian democracy. 

“The council has set the basis for issues to be 
raised and criticism to be made in spite of it 
lack of experience and rhe predominance of tk 
ruling party." said Ashrawi. 

Nbil Amr, minister of parliamentary affairs. saJ 
the most important achievement has been it 
evolution of Palestinian leadership from a revoir- 
tionary movement to the ballot box. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) - Israeli 
security services hunted Sunday for 
Palestinians suspected of carrying 
out two stabbing attacks In 
Jerusalem and the shooting of a 
Jewish settler in the West Bank, offi- 
cials said. A Palestinian woman was 
meanwhile arrested Sunday after 
throwing a knife at an Israeli securi- 
ty guard at offices of the national 
insurance institute in Jerusalem, 
police said. 

The woman, a 23-year-old 
divorcee, was apparently distraught 
over family problems and threw the 
knife not to kilt the guard but to be 
arrested, police spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin said. The guard was not 
Injured. 

Police repotted no leads however 
in the stabbing Friday of an ultra- 
Orth pdox Jew near Arab east 
Jerusalem's Old City or a knife attack 


Saturday night on an Israeli soldier 
in tile city. They were also still inves- 
tigating rhe shooting Saturday night 
of a Jewish settler who was guarding 
road construction equipment in the 
West Bank. A police spokesman said 
a second guard who witnessed the 
shooting was being questioned 
Sunday to determine if it was a polit- 
ically motivated attack or an attempt 
to steal construction equipment. 
The witness reported seeing two 
men flee on foot after shooting and 
seriously wounding Arkady 
Ushansky in the thigh and abdomen. 
Lishansky was reported in stable 
condition Sunday in a Tel Aviv area 
hospital. 

In Jerusalem, the soldier was 
stabbed in the back and slightly 
wounded Saturday night by an 
assailant who then fled Ih a waiting 
car, Menuhin said. 


Police backed by the Shin Beth 
secret service and a helicopter 
searched throughout the night for 
the attackers. Police believe the 
stabbing was carried out by 
Palestinians for "nationalistic" 
motives. Friday Aharon Levkowltz, 
49. was stabbed in the neck as he 
walked from the Old City in Arab 
east Jerusalem to rhe nearby ultra- 
Orthodox Jewish quarter of Men 
Shearim. He was declared in moder- 
ate and stable condition after under- 
going surgery. 

Israeli security officials have 
warned that they expected ah 
upsurge in attacks by Palestinian 
activists in the run-up to Israeli gen- 
eral elections in May. 

Most analysts agree that a new 
wave of major activist attacks would 
boost Netanyahu’s chances - for. 
reelection. 


SETTLERS LAUNCH 
NEW WEST BANK 
HILLTOP GRAB 

DAHARIYA, West Bank (AFP) — Jewish; s«t^ 
set up five mobile homes pn a lill)top.i#tf 
Palestinian town over the -weekend in. WP-. 
est bid to grab more West Bank 
sources said Sunday; • 

The Israelis, front . the'^l 
Omarlm at the soutiierti tl^' j*-^ v^i 
bulldozed a dirt access,' Se j5 

hauled In the mobile 
late Saturdoy, salt}, the 
the area .The new e’n^yw^^ 1 
kljOmetcrs fipprfen|.6j ’ 

i" 

sgid,; A. 





iran warns uae 
OVER DISPUTED 
ISLANDS 

■mtERAN (DPA| — Iran oil Sunday tnltl the United Arab Emirates 
™-reMnlrom creating tension" over three disputed islands in 

kJjfgAE should refrain front creating tension and issuing 
toss sad rather stick to direct and bilateral talks witlt Iran over 
ik, Stands," Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi told a press confer- 
ente in Teheran. 

ttarnii was referring to wlml Iran lias called "a provocative 
sfflenwn" by the Golf Cooperation Council ICCCI in Abu Dhabi 
Thursday regarding the ownership of the three islands of Abu 
(lisa, Greater and Lesser Tfinbs in rite Gulf. 

The GCC says the islands belong ro tile UAE and demanded Iran 
o "stop [the] occupation." 

"He tatest GCC statement is quite regrettable and will defi- 
aWyiiot only further complicate the problem but also distort the 
present positive atmosphere in rite region." the foreign minister 

dd. , 

Hie UAE has rejecced bilateral talks as useless and wants the 
BK 10 be brought to the International Court nf Justice. 

•How can the UAE say bilateral talks are useless if the talks have 
not even been held yet," kharrazi said, 
lbs Iranian foreign minister further rejected going ro the UAE 
ta another Blind of talks, "i have been there |in rite UAE| twice. 
IW it is the mm of the UAE officials to come to Teheran." lie said. 



Iranian President Mohammad Kkataml (R) Inaugurate! a new electric train link yesterday between 
Tehran and the city el Kara| In the western Tehran province. A delegation ef tap Iranian eltlclalc 
accempenled. Khatami In the SO Kilometer |ourney from Kara) to the capital. Authorities hopa that the 
express train part ol an uncompleted metre service fer the capital which started before the 1979 
Islamic revolution, will one day carry 100 million passengers annually. 


ISRAELI CABINET 
APPROVES NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL 


OPERATOR OF ULTRA- 
ORTHODOX ISRAELI RADIO 
IS HOST ARRESTED 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s cabinet 
approved on Sunday the forma- 
tion of a National Security 
Council which Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 
would focus on the threat of 
nowonventional weapons and 
ballistic missiles. 

“The need for a national 
senility council has been raised 
by various elements... over the 
25 years,” Netanyahu said 
id a cabinet communique after 
ministers voted to establish rhe 
fonim. 

Netanyahu announced in 
January that David lvry. a for- 
mtr director-general of the 
Wense ministry and ex-chief 
®fthe Israeli air force, would 
the council. 

is no coincidence that the 
"wjority of countries that have 
a national security council are 
7°*e t * iat deal foremost with 
me strategic threat of ballistic 
"“sales and non-conventional 
Netanyahu said, 
n Israel, too, this issue 
«q u| res a new alignment of 
, and action," he said. 
Israel has said it could face a 
re nudear threat from" Iran 
m Iraq. 

JJjtanyahu said the council 
develop a vision of 
.national ' 



securit yi 1 integrating 
arateglc, intelligence ; 
^fenonticaiTaire and would 
*^1 to the prime minister. 
toS 0 " "»in challengers in 
** 8 ener al election, ex-army 


DaSitHvryHi termer air farce cemm anJer end 
defense establishment veteran W bjrprfafad.yte- 
torday le Heal) the how Israeli tecerlt y „<ej 
which will repprt directly fa the prjmd mfalpfatb fa 

coordinate the eotUn'. strategltple*nlb|fc 

chief Ehud 

. Defense Minister ; YItzhalc w .bureatlcrai^ by setting up 
Mordechai,/ HaV? accused- s the cdUncII; ;-> .v : ■■ • 


TEL AVIV (AFP)— Israeli police arrested on 
Sunday the operator of an ultra- Orthodox pirate 
radio station who broadcast calls for the minder 
of a leftist member of parliament, police said. 

Israel Bundak, who operates the Voice of the 
East radio out a Jerusalem residential building, 
surrendered to police on Sunday and was imme- 
diately placed in custody, a police spokesman 
lid. 

Police launched an investigation into Bundak 
n Saturday after he called for the murder of 
Yossi Sarid, leader of the leftist Meretz party and 
an outspoken critic of ultra-Orthodox attempts 
to impose strict religious law in Israel. 

Bundak. speaking over the sound of gunfire 
and music from a cowboy film, said on Friday 
that Sarid should be killed “because he doesn't 
like our religion or our state." 

Before entering a Jerusalem police station, 
Bundak told reporters he had only been "kid- 
ding” as part of satiric shows for last week’s 
Jewish festival of Purlm. 

“I apologized, but Sarid didn't want to hear it 
and has started a witchhunt," Bundak said. 

Police also raided the Jerusalem apartment 
where Voice of the East was broadcasting and 
seized all Bundak’s radio equipment, a J 
spokesman said. 

Voice of the East is one of several pirate radio 
stations run by supporters of the ultra-Orthodox 
Shas party, the third biggest group in the outgo- 
ing Israeli parliament. 

In a controversial decision last month, the gov- 
erning majority in parliament. passed a law to 
legalize the pirate stations run by Shas and 
another operated by right-Wing religious settlers 
in the West Bank. ‘ ; . V.'* • » . 

Opponents said the . new; laW was pushed 
through by Prime Minister Benjamin Metanyqhu 
I- to huy support from religious and right : wipg vdtr 
ers in May general' election^. ' 

J Sqrld, a passionate supporter of a sellar Suite,;- 
and 'it hate figure for . the u!trq-pitiiodox, : jjad Y 
Called for the authorities to close down the'Shas^ 


station. 

"If the police and the justice system do not 
react to this direct and explicit call ro murder, 
then everything is allowed." Sarid said in a state- 
ment. 

Sarid has received death threats several times 
in the past from right-wing and religious extrem- 
ists. 

Death threats have also been made against 
opposition Labor Party leader Ehud Barak in 
recent weeks. Barak is running Netanyahu’s main 
rival for prime minister in the May 17 elections. 


ISLAMISTS WARN US, t 
BRITISH AMBASSADORS j 
TO GET OUT OF YEMEN 

DUBAI (AFP) — An Islamic militant group on 
Sunday issued a “final warning" for the US and 
British ambassadors in Yemen to get out oF 
the country or Face attack. 

"Yemen has no need for the ambassadors of 
[the enemies of Islam and slaves of Zionists 
[and Jews,” said the Islamic Army of Aden- 
Abyan in a statement sent to two London- 
based Arabic newspapers, A1 Sharq Al Awsat 
arid Al Hayat. 

The hand-written statement, in what the 
group termed itfc "final warning", ordered the 
US and British ambassadors “to leave Yemen 
otherwise^ the strike will be painful for the 
enemies of Islam." 

The statement also threatened the Sanaa 
government with reprisals until the ringleader 
of the kidnappers, Abut Hassan Xl Mehdhdr, 
andhto ajleged accomplices on trial Ip Abyan 

Wrele^dv : ';,..;;.; 

" p t s aid the statement was sent by Abu 

a srh. lilamist- leader, based r lty 

U>Adori r ; ; : .i • ; ... 
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UK FIRMS ARMED 
HUTU KILLERS 


BRITISH COMPANIES HELPED to arm the Rwandan Hutu mili- 
tia who butchered four British tourists in Uganda last week, 
The Observer can reveal. 

The companies, air freight specialists, were involved in arms 
drops in central Africa in 1994 and 1995, at the height of the 
civil war in Rwanda. The weapons found their way to the 
‘interahamwe’ Hutu militia. 

The companies arranged for arms to be flown from eastern 
Europe and Israel to Coma in Zaire. From there they were 
shipped across the border, two kilometres away, to die mur- 
derous factions In Rwanda. 

The shipments breached a UN arms embargo on supplying 
Rwanda, but none of the companies has beep prosecuted by 
British Customs. 

In 1996, Customs raided the offices oFJetiease International 
in Windsor and seized documents relating to a series of arms 
shipments to Zaire, after allegations that their final destina- 
tion was the Rwandan government. 

Customs sources say they had enough evidence to charge 
Jetlease with breaching the UN embargo, but that they were 
overruled by TVeasury solicitors. 

Robin Cook, then shadow Foreign Secretary, criticised the 
Foreign Office for allowing brokers to run rings round Britain's 
export controls. But human rights groups say Labour has 
shown little interest in prosecuting since it has been in power. 

Last August, the UN asked the Government why no action 
had been taken against firms appearing to breach the embar- 
go. Foreign Minister Tony Lloyd wrote back in October claim- 
ing that at the time the UK law Imposing the embargo Hid not 
cover arms supplies to neighbouring countries such as Zaire, 
nor did it cover companies registered offshore. The firms had 
routed die deals through offices in the Isle of Man and the 
Bahamas. 

The raid on Jetlease in 1996 was sparked by documents 
which showed that Mil-Tec, another British company, had sold 
arms worth $5.6 million to the Rwandan government between 
April and July 1994. Airway bills show that Jetlease 
International, through its sister company in the Bahamas, 
made six shipments for Ml I -Tec in this period. Invoices reveal 
the arms were paid for by the Rwandan Ministry of Defence. 

Customs investigated a number of other companies includ- 
ing Orchid Aviation in Gatwick and Peak Aviation based in 
Sussex, A Jetlease spokesman admitted arranging "legal’ arms 
shipments to Zaire, but denied the firm knew the weapons 
were intended for Rwanda. 

BY 

MARK HONIGSBAUM end ANTONY BARNETT 


THOUSANDS 
OF INDONESIAN 
MUSLIMS PROTEST 
AMBON VIOLENCE 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Some 10,000 Indonesian 
Muslims walked through Jakarta streets 
Sunday to show their grief over the deaths 
of fellow Moslems and to demand a halt to 
violence in the riot-torn eastern city of 
Ambon. The demonstrators, mostly 
dressed in white robes and sarongs, 
marched to the Al-Azhar mosque in an 
affluent south Jakarta area, the private 
SCTV television station reported. 

They chanted Ailabu Akbar (God is great), 
and some waved banners slamming the 
government's slow handling of the Muslim- 
Christian violence, which has raged almost 
unabated since mid-January and left more 
than 160 people dead. The congregation 
alpo collected money to be donated to the 
riot victims and to rebuild houses shattered 
during days of rioting. 

There were no reports of violence during 
the rally, which, combined with a nearby 
political rally, caused Heavy traffic jams. 


AIR FORCE PLANE CRASHESNiju 
DELHI AIRPORT, 23 KILLED 


NEW DELHI (AP) — An Indian air 
force transport plane crashed 
near a huge township and 
exploded in a ball of fire in a 
cluster of. bricklayers' huts 
killing 23 people Sunday, offi- 
cials said. 

The Russian-built AN-32 air- 
craft suddenly veered off its 
landing path, clipped a brick 
boundary wail and vaulted into a 
massive drinking water reser- 
voir, flattening dozens of brick 
huts of construction workers 
building die water storage 
tanks, eyewitnesses said. 

Tiie tanks are being bgilt to 
supply drinking water to 
Papankalan, an upcoming town- 
ship at the southern end of New 
Delhi with hundreds of thou- 
sands of houses built to ease the 
housing crunch in India’s capital. 
Few people have moved into the 
township because civic ameni- 
ties are not yet in place. 

Six others were injured in the 
accident, which left the front 
half of the plane embedded in 
the water tank and its truncated 
tail end lying in a heap of black- 
ened, twisted metal on the 





Police and air force officer* carry away the bodies 
of India Air Force personnel killed In a plane crash 
near New Delhi airport. 

ground. The 50-meter stretch Keeler told Star Television the 
over which the plape slithered at airport was suddenly enveloped 
a massive speed after hitting the in thick fog that reduced visibili- 
ground was littered with broken ty to nearly zero, and the aircraft 
shards of metal and debris of the apparently undershot the run- 

poor laborers' huts. way. Press Hoist of India said the 

The air force launched an plane was cleared for landing- 

inquiry into the accident and when it suddenly disappeared 

civil and military officials were from the radar screen, crashed 

unwilling to make immediate and caught fire. Rescuers were 

comment on the likely cause, searching for the flight data 

Retired Air Marshall Denzil recorder. "It was clear early in 


the morning, but btenW 
a thick wave of fog," ^ 
witness Budhan Singh 
il. who escaped iinlum. 

"Another plane . 
across the sky wha, 
came from across, at a my g, 
height, and staimd^,^ 
sound into the tots,- ^ 
Kaitwar. “Everybody was slw 
mg, 'Runl Run!’," 

Several small . Ivxiwr 
thatched roofs caught He ^ 
were destroyed. 

Chief Minister Siefe Dai 
said 17 people on bond tk 
plane and six civilians on Ik 
ground were conlned ifei 
Dixit is the highest elected* 
cial of tlte state of NewDeHs 

The plane was flying in bn 
Gwalior in central India Must 
crashed about two Honan 
front the airport, Pies km 
reported. A woman who idem, 
fied herself as Phulvtranf s»d tvn 
of Iter children were kffiedi&i 
a piece of burning metal Mile 
hut. Phulwani, cuddling a 
infant, said site was worfringb, 
nearby area when the nab 
occurred. 


KOSOVO REBEL 
TO DECIDE FATE 

UKOVAC (AFP) — Commanders of Kosovo's 
independence fighters were due Sunday to 
decide whether to sign on to a peace plan 
for the province and put Belgrade on the 
spot for its opposition to the accord. 

The Kosovo Liberation Army (K1A) general 
staff was to hold a meeting to discuss the 
accord that would grant Kosovo’s Albanian 
majority self-rule for a three-year period. 

The decision by die KLA's general staff will 
be “presented to die public before March 
15", when Kosovo peace talks are scheduled 
to resume in France, KLA spokesman Gani 


COMMANDERS 
OF PEACE PLAN 

Koci told AFP, If the ethnic Albanians sign 
the Ramboulllet accord, Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic would come under 
intense pressure from western powers as the 
only holdout to a settlement. 

NATO has warned that it may unleash air 
strikes against Serb positions if Belgrade 
refuses to make peace. 

The agreement drafted by the six-nation 
Contact Group has won support from lead- 
ing Kosovar Albanian politicians as well as 
die province's underground assembly but 
KLA rebels have yet to approve the plan. 




HATAMI MAKEli^pM$^ 
( VISITS to 


Pres,dent 
Uabamw Khatami opens a 
in the history of post- 
' [fvolutlonary Iran this week 
: ^ he travels to Rome and 
theVbtkan on the first visit to 
Europe by a head of state from 
(he Islamic Republic. 

Khatami, fresh from a run of 
domestic political victories, will 
jrtltio cement budding com- 
iwrrial and political ties to Italy 
and the European Union 
beyond. 

The president, a . moderate 
Shiite Moslem cleric and stu- 
dent of western philosophy, 
lands in Italy on Tuesday and is 
expected to meet Pope John 
Paul. 


“This presents the perfect 
opportunity for Khatami to 
start to change people's minds 
about Iran," said a senior 
European diplomat. “The West 
needs to sec that the changes 
at home are genuine." 

Iranian newspapers have 
hailed the trip as a turning 
point in relations with the 
West, saying Iran's first ever 
local elections last month have 
strengthened Khatami at home. 

“The success of the reform- 
ers in the local polls will pave 
the way for Khatami to carry 
forward his foreign policies," 
said the pro-reform daily Salam. 
"It will help him to act with 
greater authority based on his 


popular support." 

Khatami has campaigned 
since his election 21 months 
ago for the creation of a civil 
society and the rule of Taw with- 
in the existing Islamic system, 
steps he says will improve life 
at home and ease Iran's re- 
entry into the global communi- 
ty of nations. 

Khatami and his reformist 
allies got a big boost last week 
when European oil -giants EN1 
and Elf Aquitaine signed a SI 
billion deal to develop Iran’s 
offshore Doroud oil field. The 
deal flies in the face of U.S. 
sanctions which target firms 
that invest more than S20 mil- 
lion in Iran's oil or gas sectors. 


expect the talks to underscore 
Iran’s steady opening to Europe 
at the expense of one-time 
strategic and economic partner 
the United States, whose policy 
of trade sanctions has sidelined 
American business. 

Iran’s budget calls for billions 
in new foreign Investment, 
badly needed at time of low 
world prices for its chief prod- 
uct, oil, and a general econom- 
ic malaise gripping the econo- 
my. However, Commentators 
say Italy was chosen as the 
jumping-off point of the 
Western campaign as much for 
it& spiritual significance as its 
investment potential. 


POPE BREAKS RECORD 
OF BEATIFICATIONS 


CHINA DENIES STEALING 
US NUCLEAR SECRETS 

BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese Foreign Minister Tm 
Jiaxiiai) on Sunday angrily denied a US pies 
report alleging Chinn built and tested nudes 
bombs using information stolen from a US gar 
enunent laboratory. "This report is inesponsiNe 
anti unfounded,” Tang said during a press too- 
lercna*. The first indications of dfeganw 
against China came in a 700-page repon i if j 
I louse of Representatives panel investigating 
transfer of technology to Cliiiu which was adopt- 
ed by the house on January 1. 

According to the New York Times report® 
Saturday, secret design information was stden 
during the 1980s bur was not uncovered in 
1995. 


COMPROMISE ON 
TIMORESE VOTI TO 
BE DISCUSSED AT UN 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Compromise p»- 
IHisnls for a vote by the East TfmP«* j* 
wide-ranging autonomy proposals are to P* 
discussed by Indonesia and 
sponsored talks next week, sources ftmiw 
with the talks said Sunday. 

The- sources told AFP that thedeJegnflB 
hope to finalize details of a widewB 
autonomy plan that would be put to UK 
Timorese in an Indirect vote. .. 

Tlte plan for East Timor autonorny^ 
Indonesia as a final status wJWj- 
Portuguese colony would be 
Indonesian offer, and would not MWPj 
by the United Nations or PortugM^J 
Timorese would then elect an 
die specific purpose of 
accept die Indonesian plan 
pendence, the sources.satd^ig^^^, 
The latest proposal 
Portugal’s insistence pri 
tation of the East 
Indonesia’s fejectiort 
territory’? future- '• 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope John Paul 11 on 
Sunday added 10 more names to the 
Catholic church's roll call of the blessed, 
including eight men who died for their faith 
during the Spanish civil war. 

Of the 1,611 faithful beatified since 
1605, when the Vatican codified its process 
of beatification, the church's last formal 
step before sainthood, 819 of them have 
been accorded the honor by this pope, 
whose papacy began in 1978. 

The latest additions included a 1 7tli-cen- 
tury Frenchman, Nicolas Barre, who found- 
ed religious orders dedicated to teaching, 
and an ailing German laywoman, Anna 
Schaffer, who, before she died in 1925. won 
fame for giving comfort to the suffering. 

like nine of the 10 beatified Sunday, 
many of those honored by the pope lived in 
this century. John Paul has been passionate 
about singling out men and women of 
modem times who can serve as role mod- 
els. 

The latest beatifications, a more than 
two-hour-long ceremony of prayer and 
readings In various languages led by tiie 
PH* in St. Peter's Basilica, raised to 22 1 
the number of beatified who gave their 
hws during Spain's civil war. The eight 



Pope John Paul II colobralos a 
beatification ceremony al the 
Vatican. 

beatified Sunday had served as missiohar- 
ies around the world and were killed at 
Motril, near Granada, In the summer of 
1936. 

Seven of them were members of the 


Agostinian order and the eighth was serv- 
ing as a diocesan priest. The eight were 
Vicente Soler, Deogracias Palacios. Leon 
Inchausti, Jose Rada, Julian Moreno. Jose 
Ricardo Diez, Vicente Pinilla and Manuel 
Martin Sierra. 

Schaffer dedicated herself to God since 
age 12. when she first received 
Communion. A fall Into a vat of lye when 
she was 19 left her an invalid, and many 
others who suffered turned to her for 
advice and comfort. Fifteen years before 
her death, her body was manifested with | 
the stigmata, the five wounds on limbs ancl 
side similar to those suffered by Jesus dur- 
ing crucifixion. 

The nuns in the order founded by Barre, 
Teachers of the Charitable Schools, today 
work in 1 5 countries, including 
Madagascar, which saw some of its mem- 
bers attend the ceremony. 

Noting Monday marked Women’s Day. 
celebrated worldwide and particularly in 
Europe. John Paul called for renewed reflec- 
tion on the dignity of women and on their 
role in families, society and the church. 

Among those attending the ceremony 
was Ronaldo, the Injured Brazilian soccer 
star who plays for Inter, a Milan team. 
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Moscow — Russian diplomatic officials were evacuated from the 
capital of the breakaway Russian republic of Chechen ia following the 
abduction of a Russian general as lie boarded a plane. 

A heavily guarded convoy of eight trucks and 10 cars whisked 
Russian officials out of the city towards the Russian border. Itar-Tass 
news agency reported. The evacuation came after Moscow set a 
Monday deadline for the release of Interior Ministry Major-General 
Gennady Spigun, who was seized by armed men as he boarded his 
plane Friday. That ultimatum was countered by a demand by rebels 
for all Russians to leave within 48 hours — Deutche Press Agency. 


NAIROBI — At least 40 people were killed when two rival Kenyan 
tribes exchanged gunfire following a cattle rustling incident in the 
northwestern Hiritana district last week, a member of parliament 
and local officils said Sunday. South member of parliament Francis 
Ewaton told reporters that 1 ,000 armed Pokot tribesmen had raid- 
ed TUrkana villages and drove away some 2,000 head of cat tie. 

The two herder communities, who inhabit Kenya's semi-arid 
region bordering on Uganda, have a history of raiding each other’s 
villages and stealing livestock. Alois Otieno, a junior government 
official in the area, said security forces had been sent to the region 
to pursue the cattle rustlers — Agencc France Presse. 


fici'lAYf TURKIV T 
^MITnoTENSION . • 

veiled rtinsatj.pt 






SPAIN WILL SHOW FIRMNESS 
AND PRUDENCE OVER GIBRALTAR 

MIMA DE MALLORCA (AFP) - Spanish government would “continue to show 
Foreign Minister Abel Mamtes called on fihnness and prudence in its conlUct 
Britain Sunday to “assume its resppnslbil- . with Britain over Gibraltar, whose savey- 
' jty" . over its colony 1 ' Gibraltar, which elgnty Is disputed between London and 
Madrid claims Is n haven for illegal activi- Madrid: 1 ; . 

tics and money-laundering. . Madrid has accused Gibraltar of-shel- 

Speaklrig to Journalists in Palma where tering 53.000 companies which liave a 
he is pttehding a Conference .of ^, ec i a | statjjs tinder which they do not 
Mediterranean .parilatnentary speakers, ttave to provide derails of their financial : 
Matutes said Britain should fully apply 1 to shareholders. o;. ; J 

comrniml)ylegisla<i 0 n" | n|pSolojW- ^ V nhvokerlocal.fishtng rtghts/ejKailitr' 

By doing ao. |n' H-ient weeks- when Spaijl?ltiiipJ'ef 

/condtpilngto attract i^^omed (igoroos; cfock> 

,The l mi(iisteralsosaldtHat 1 theSp^h.,dec - 


ritory, leading to long deiBys at the bon 

dec - •. ■ / , ' 


Arusha — Peace negotiators, religious leaders and community 
groups are scheduled Co nieec Monday in Thireania for a seminar 
aimed at strengthening peace efforts in Burundi. 

The two-day gathering will be Followed by a meeting of internation- 
al committees seeking to help end tlte ethnic violence in tiie smnll 
central African republic. 

More than 200,000 people have been killed in ethnic violence 
between minority Tutsis and majority Hutus in lire past three years. 

Bunindi peace talks, mediaced by Tanzania's fbnner President 
Julius Nyerere, resumed in June after an eight-month stalemate. 

A regional embargo imposed on Burundi was lilted January 24 in 
recognition of Burundi's efforts at reaching peace — Associated 
Press. 


Colombo — Hoops backed by air support recaptured a Thmil rebel- 
held area in north Sri Lanka, ending a four-month lull in military 
operations in the region, a defence ministry spokesman said Sunday. 

Tile operation began March 4 in Wanni district, nearly 300 kilo- 
metrea northeast of the cepital, but censorship prevented news 
reports on it until the government announced details. A brief 
defence ministry statement said the offensive, codenamed Battle 
Cry. was launched with the objective of expanding security forces 
control over Whnni area. It said tire military captured 24 villages cov- 
ering an area of S35 kilometres, without meeting resistance from 
the Liberation Tigers oFThmll Eelam fighting fora separate state for 
minority Tamils in the north and east — Daitche Press Agency 


ANKARA — Police have arrested a suspect In a bombing that killed 
Usee people and seriously wounded a governor and nine others in 
central Tiirkey, Pdme Minister Bulent Bcevit announced Sunday. ■ 

; Ecevit tdld reporters that police captured the man in Polatll, some 
1 50 ki 1 c meters south west of the city oFCanklrl TheTbtkish Woricers 
•Communist Liberation Army, or TIKKO, claimed responsibility for the 
attack.'**' killed a schoolgirl, a man and Gov. Ayhan Cevlk's body- 
guhid; Kemal.&turk; who used the false liame.Mustafa Eren. was 
ca|)tufecl fete Saturday He Is suspected to be a member ofTIKKO— 
Associated Press. '■ 
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PARIS — French economic growth is likely to fall below 
the official projection of 2.7% in 1999 due to poor first 
quarter results, Economy and Finance Minister Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn said Sunday. 

Speaking on French television, Strauss-Kahn did not 
specify how far he expected the final figure to slip below 
the official projection of 2.7%. 

The projected drop is due to “a rather bad first quarter," 
but the second quarter "should be much better," he said. 

Strauss-Kahn proclaimed himself “convinced that the 
French economy will return to its natural growth trend or 
2.5 to 3.0%" during the course of the year. 

If a limited revision of ihe 1999 projection had to be 
made, this would be done in late March or early April, the 
minister said. Growth in 1998 hit 3.2% — Agence France 
Pressc. 


RIGA — Latvia's central bank on Sunday temporarily sus- 
pended the operations of one of the country's top banks 
after moves to put together a rescue plan for the troubled 
institution stalled. 

Operations of Rigas Komercbanka, the country’s fourth- 
largest with 285 million dollars in assets, were suspended 
Sunday by the Bank of Latvia, the Baltic News Service 
reported. 

Rigas Komercbanka lost some 23 million lats (S39 mil- 
lion) in 1998 in investments in crisis-stricken Russia, with 
uncovered losses totaling around 30 million lats. 

A total 27.5 percent of the bank's assets were still frozen 
in Russia. 

The bank's shareholders had reportedly agreed on a 
restructuring plan to save the bank, but disagreements 
emerged, prompting the central bank to act. 

"Shareholders of Rigas Komercbanka who have to 
assume responsibility over Investment into Russia still 
have not found a possibility to successfully implement the 
bank's restructuring process," Bank of Latvia spokesman 
Kristaps Otersons told BNS. 

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) is the largest shareholder in Rigas Komercbanka, 
with a 23.07 percent stake. 

Rigas Komercbanka had been conducting negotiations to 
bring a new strategic investor into the bank, but they 
apparently failed. 

The Bank of Latvia did not revoke Rigas Komercbanka's 
license, and it said it hoped shareholders would continue 
to work to save the bank. 

Lativa's nlnth-largest bank, Latvian Capita! Bank, went 
bankrupt immediately after Russia devalued the ruble and ! 
placed a moratorium on debt repayment last August — 
Agcncc France. Presse. 


BONN — Germany is giving up its insistence on "co- 
financing” of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy budget, 
a spokesman said Sunday. Bowing to French opposition to 
the plan, Germany paved the way fqr progress in talks on 
, reforms of .European Union farm policy. '‘The German gov- 
ernment wants to cover expenses (in the EU agricultural 
budget). The concept of .'coVniiahcing' was a means to that: 
end,” : sahf deputy ; government spokesman Charima 
ReinhSrdt . Because if was not possible to get 'approval of 
that option, "It; was decided' with the (EU) p&rtner? to 
'work on other concepts to limit expenses,*’ Reinhardt said 
— Agence France Presse. 









UK'S CBI CALLS FOR 
'BORING' BUDGET 

LONDON (R) — The British economy could yet achieve a soft 
landing, provided Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown 
delivers a minimal, neutral budget, Adair Turner, director-gener- 
al of the Confederation of British Industry, said on Monday. 
Turner called on the government not to make significant 
changes to either tax or spending plans, but to keep to tight fis- 
cal policy which will increase the scope for interest rate cuts. 

“This budget comes at a critical point in the economic cycle," 
Hirner said in the latest CBI magazine. “What is needed now is 
a minimal budget — .a boring budget, if you will." Brown is 
widely tipped to deliver a neutral budget on Tuesday, shying 
away from any radical give-aways that could jeopardize his strict 
fiscal rules as the economy slows. 

Turner also called for measures to support increased invest- 
ment by small and medium-sized enterprises, but urged the 
Chancellor to impose as few changes as possible to the financial 
and administrative burdens that companies must deal with. 


NIGERIA SETS UP 
PRIVATIZATION PROGRAM 

LAGOS (AFP) — Nigeria’s military regime has moved to speed up 
its privatization program with the setting up of a new body to 
oversee the sale of its key state-owned businesses, a top official 
said this weekend. 

Chief or General Staff Vice Admiral Mike Akhigbe said that the 
National Council on Privatization (NCP), set up last week in 
Abuja, was to be "the main driving force behind our policy deci- 
sions." 

It would work over the Bureau of Public Enterprises (BPE), a 
body long charged with organizing the sale of public business- 
es, he said. 

With the setting up of the NCP, "the required structures to 
implement the privatization program are now in place," Akhigbe 
said in remarks to Journalists Sunday. 

Since coming to power last June, Nigeria's military regime has 
regularly stated its commitment to privatize key government- 
owned assets, including its failing power and telecommunica- 
tions giants NEPA and NITEL. 

But progress lias been slow and the BPE has received much of 
the blame. 

The newspaper This Day Sunday said that a list drawn up by 
BPE chief Hamza Zayyad of consultants to advise on privatiza- 
tion's had been scrapped with Akhigbe insisting that the NCP 
should be in charge of the process. 

Akhigbe and Finance Minister Ismaila Usman themselves sit 
on the NCP and are determined to ensure that the key privati- 
zation's are pushed through before the government leaves office 
in May, the chief of general staff told reporters this weekend. 








ASEAN FORMS ! 
INTEGRATED MARK! 


PHUKET Thailand, (AFP) — The Association 
or Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is several 
sreps doser to forming an integrated market 
of more than 500 million people following 
trade and investment talks here. 

Tfade ministers and investment chiefs 
from around the region said that under new 
targets of .economic liberalisation, most of 
ASEAN's nine members would be fully inte- 
grated by 2003. “Instead of New York, Los 
Angeles, Detroit and Chicago you will have 
Manila, Jakarta, Singapore and Bangkok an 
integrated market of more chan 500 million 
people,” Philippine Tfade and Industry 
Secretary Jose Pardo said. 

"We have all agreed to begin stepping up 
efforts to respond to the challenges of 
globalisation," he said. 

An informal meeting of ASEAN economic 
ministers on this holiday island in southern 
Thailand on Saturday approved a deepen- 
ing of tariff cuts with a view to eliminating 
charges on most imported goods before 
2002. 

Ministers said that by then most prod- 
ucts traded wjthin the region would incur 
no tariffs at all. Barriers to foreign invest- 
ment in manufacturing, agriculture and 
fisheries are to be dismantled by 2003 
under commitments made at the first-ever 
formal meeting of the ASEAN Investment 
Area Council here Friday. 

The council said the deadline for 100- 


percent non-ASEAN ownership of regional 
companies would also be brought forward 
to send a dear message to the world that 
business was welcomed from all sources. 

"We are moving toward blurring the dis- 
tinction between ASEAN and non-ASEAN 
investors," ASEAN secretary-general 
Rodolfo Severino said. 

"When we start dismantling limits on 
investment most countries agree it is just 
not practical to distinguish between ASEAN 
and non-ASEAN members." 

No date was set for the liberalisation of 
all non-ASEAN investment. 

Less-devejoped countries such as Laos 
and Vietnam have more time to liberalise 
but are just as committed to the long-term 
goal of an integrated regional market, offi- 
cials said. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 
Cambodia is likely to become the 10th 
member soon. 

Countries which lag behind will be sub- 
jected to "peer pressure" to keep up. “We 
will not backtrack from this,” Severino said. 
"It is a peer pressure. The pressure here is 
the need for investments." 

Delegates said ASEAN was determined to 
push ahead with its liberalisation plans 
despite the economic crisis which has sent 
many members into recession since 1997, 


the year .l,e "Asian economic afe* 
ended. 

They sakl that by the time thdTB®, 

had been reached, die regie, 
back on its feet and heading into a ee. 
growth phase. 

"The worst is behind us and the procea 
of recovery has begun," the Philippi*- 
Pardo said. “We are hoping that as we em« 
the new millennium higher levels of growth 
can again happen in our part of the world’ 

Despite ASEAN's ambitious drive fora 
integrated market, Severino said he doubl- 
ed ff the region would ever go as farasthe 
European Union with its single currency 
and common external tariff. 

“ASEAN is much less protectionist in agri- 
culture than Europe, even now," he ul 
"The main difference between ASEAN and 
the EU is that we don’t have a commoa 
external tariff. Who would set the tariff aid 
who would administer it?" 

ASEAN nations agreed In Hanoi last yea 
to lower tariffs on most products to zero- 
5.0 percent by 2002 under the ASEAN Fra 
Trade Area (AFTA), a year ahead of earier 
schedules. They said that after Saturday's 
meeting, the consensus was to eliminate 
tariffs as soon as possible and to reduce die 
number of 1 reins currently exempted under 
AFTA. 


RECIPES ABOUND 
FOR IRAN'S ECONOMY 


TEHRAN — Iran’s ailing econo- 
my cannot be fixed unless the 
Islamic republic undertakes a 
public relations campaign to 
improve its Image around the 
world, a government newspa- 
per said Sunday. 

“If our past practice had 


accomplished what was 
required, then today we would 
not be lingering in the credit 
rating tables next to Burkina 
Faso." said the Iran Daily, pub- 
lished by the official news 
agency IRNA. The primary task 
in boosting the nation’s flag- 


ging economy is “essentially an 
exercise in public relations," it 
said, adding that international 
firms which have avoided 
investing in Iran have been “lis- 
tening to the enemies.” 
it said Iran should use the 
victory by reformers supporting 


President Mohammad Khatami 
in last week's municipal elec- 
tions to demonstrate the coun- 
try's "stability and the viability 
of the political system." and to 
negotiate an international cred- 
it line up to some S 50 billion - 
Agence France Prcsse. 


JAGUAR ROARS BACK INTO £50M PROFIT 


Executive carmaker Jaguar has come roaring 
back from the brink or collapse to make E50 mil- 
lion pre-tax profits last year, The Observer has 
established. 

The company has never fully revealed its finan- 
cial performance in the 10 years since it was 
bought by Ford. But its profit levels emerged last 
week for the first time, and are likely to be much 
higher than rivals and industry observers had 
expected. 

The UK carmaker is understood to have made 
a £2 50m operating profit in 1998, c 
turnover of £] .6 billion from world- 
wide sales of 50,220. 

After development costs associ- 
ated with current projects 
to launch two new models, it is 
understood Jaguar has declared 
1998 pre-tax profits of around 
£50m to its US parent company. 

Jaguar chairman Nick Scheele has alwaj 


unwilling to disclose the company's financial 
details. He refused to confirm The Observer's 
findings and would admit only that there had 
been ‘a turnaround' since the 'deeply troubled', 
heavily loss-making early Nineties. 

But observers believe these are profit levels 
not seen since the mid-Eighties, when exports to 
the US soared, 

Then, 


there was barely more than □ dollar to the pound. 

After Ford bought the company for $2.6bn ( 
£l,6bn) in 1989, Jaguar's fortunes plummeted, it 
lost S1.2bn between 1990 and 1994, and sur- 
vived only with large subsidies from Detroit. It 
has received no Ford hand-outs since 1994, and 
broke even In 1995 after the workforce was 
halved and productivity and quality 
radically improved. 


Jaguar has invested heav- 


ily for the past three 



ings and a small 

package of state aid, to build a Birmingham plant 
to make the new S-type. 

This smaller, sportier Jaguar is designed to, 
compete with the BMW 5 Series. It goes on sale 
later this month. ■ -, ' 

This will be followed in 2001 by an even snwu- 
challenger to the BMW 3 Series, code^nag 
X400, which will be built at Fbrdls H^eyWO,' 
plant on Merseyside and will quadpiple - 
production to around 
vehicles a year. '. , 

The high development 
being incurred: 
recouped when safes of],! ft 
models come through;. 
observers last W6flk. 

Jaguar’s pre-t^x profits : Jjjl® 
£300m in around fjve years./ ; •' 


SU PERMARKETS JUGGLE 
PRICE AND PREJUDICE 


starting to 

Catoust the vocabulary of price- . 

Jcuttingr Salnsbury Has value to 
gjfli, About; Tfcsco stores are decked 
M b Israels hammering home tlie i 

that It has cut prices again; 
Mm has Outstanding value. 
(.mMiI tells customers they are 
-to the rewards of a Price Check. 

Asda declares that it has 
Momently Low Prices - and, in case 
tend -permanently" hasn't sunk In. 
iti&that Ihese are “forever." 

-Whatever the words you use. it feels ; 
j„ , price war," says one supermarket j 
rwntiw. 

Every supermarket In the land - l 
liroogh advertising, signs in stores and 
mu the way in which merchandise is 
rouged • Is trying to convince us that ^ 
even If we don't think we are shopping 
at the very cheapest store, at least we 

are not being ripped off. 

Of course, no consumer can keep 
dad of the prices of all their regular 
purchases: a superstore sells 30.000 dif- 
ferent goods, but it is estimated that 
most people carry perhaps just 15 refer- 
ence prices in their heads. 

Try it yourself. If you smoke, you will 
have an idea oF the cost of cigarettes; if 
you drive a car, you are likely to know 
whether petrol should cost nearer 60p 
w 70p a liter. But for how many other 
everyday items can you give die “righr" 
price? 

Test yourself with a loaf or granary 
bread, half a dozen eggs, a pound of 
Cox's Orange Pippins and a carron of 
■'range juice. 

"Actually, ] doubt if it is as many as 1 5 
prices,’ says Tim Mason, marketing 
director of Tesco. "People don't hold 
prices in their heads, and God knows 
"hat their reference point is." 

But. he points out, the supermarkets 
that have done best in the Nineties are 
those tint invested in gross margin - 
during the srore's mark-up, cutting 
Ptkes and attracting customers. "You 
really do see the sales line begin to 
me three or six months," says 
Mason. “It is uncanny how sensitive cus- 
tomera are to pricing. Customers have 
some sort of radar that can detect what 
“going on." 

Phil Smith, marketing director of 
woierfleld, says: "It's true that people 
okeep a few prices in their heads. But 
^ pick up other indicators. Of 
ro urse. there are promotions like haif- 
and buy-one-get-one-free. 
a to of people have a rough idea of 













How can I custom-build a cauliflower? 


what a week’s shopping should cost. 
And if. over a period of time, they feel 
it's costing more or less than normal at a 
particular shop, that will change their 
IK'ixvpliun of that store.' 

The way in which merchandise is pre- 
sented will also ailed customer pereup- 
linns. When Tesco wishes to promote 
the idea that its prices are low. displays 
at the ends of aisles - a highly visible 
position - are laden with cheap-aiul- 
cheerful Tesco Value lines. 

And in the mid-Nineties, when 
Safeway introduced ■ i i 

more utilitarian slielv- b d [ I #|1 jl 
*uig in its superstores, B ill " 1 1 - X 
it found there was a 
double benefit. Not only was the cost of 
fitting out a store reduced, but cus- 
tomers Tell thar Safeway represented 
better value. The prices of the goods on 
the shelves hadn't changed, but because 
the shelves looked more basic, shoppers 
assumed Safeway, had become a more 
appropriate destination for the price- 
conscious consumer. 

Such signals are picked up subcon- 
sciously. Far more explicit are heavily 
advertised special offers. But which 
goods to dtoqse7 Which lines will most 


influence perceptions of the store's 
overall pricing policy? 

Generally, cuts will be made where the 
product in th* supermarket - he it a 
brand or an own-label lino - can be com- 
pared with wliat is oil offer elsewhere. 

Stores will normally concentrate, says 
Mason, on “tilings that are actually rele- 
vant to price-sensitive consumers." That 
would suggest that promotions should 
cuver the 15 or so lines where cus- 
tomers have a notion of what the price 
should be. The trouble with thar is that 
each individual will 
J J il f] J i] have his own set of 1 5 
>1 H II 1H II items. 

“You should never fall 
into the trap of thinking about con- 
sumers as a homogeneous dollop," says 
Mason. “I believe that people are more 
price-sensitive than they were. They 
came out of the last economic slow- 
down feeling that that they had to be 
more careful with their money than they 
were In the Eighties. You can see what 
has happened in the clothing market, 
with chains like New Look and Bon 
Marche expanding. Look at airlines, too. 
People want to know that they can get 
good value, even if they sometimes want 


to trear themselves." 

The idea that .price cuts are best con- 
centrated on a few fast-moving lines, 
where customers will be vaguely aware 
of the "normal" price, can only be taken 
so far. If deep cuts are made across only 
a limited range, the customer will spot a 
dissonance between these bargains and 
merchandise that is not on special offer. 

Arguably this is a problem Sainsbury 
has faced with its Value to Shout About 
campaign: spectacular price cuts on a 
few lines make customers scrutinize 
prices of other items. Paradoxically, spe- 
cial offers can make the store as a whole 
feel more expensive. 

Supermarkets can also use one-off 
deals on improbable merchandise to 
reinforce the idea that they are the cus- 
tomer's friend, as Asda discovered in the 
mid-nineties when it offered a few best- 
selling books at huge discounts. The 
number of people who bought the 
books was relatively small, and in the 
context of Asda's £6 billion annual 
turnover the cost to profit margins was 
minimal. But the company reaped huge 
publicity from the stunt. 

More recently. Tesco has pulled a sim- 
ilar trick by offering designer clothes at 
knockdown prices. The volume of mer- 
chandise is small and will not last long. 
Such cut-price goods are known as 
WlGlGs - when it's gone, it's gone. But 
the publicity' - particularly if manufactur- 
ers launch legal actions to try to prevent 
retailers from offering the curs - is worth 
its weight in gold .However, as all retail- 
ers point mu, price is not everything. 
We subconsciously weigh up conve- 
nience, choice, ambience and other fac- 
tors again si price when choosing which 
supermarket u> visit. 

Loyalty cards are now commonplace; 
other schemes abound, too - for 10 
weeks a year, for example, Tesco offers 
computers-for-schools vouchers. For 
each £10 a customer spends, he or she 
collects a voucher to hand to a partici- 
I paring school. The school can redeem 
vouchers for computers and software. 

. The cost to Tesco is modest: cus- 
» comers have to spend £1 10,000 on gro- 
/ ceries for a school to get a basic PC. 

“The advantage is that if people are 
; drawn Into the store by the scheme, you 
y hope the overall experience will be good 
t enough to persuade them to continue 
coming back months later," says Mason, 
n And when such promotions have been 
i. forgotten about? Then it's back to the 
it dictionary to find new ways to describe 
it value, discounts and price cute. 








^ARCH a, 1999 — I HE ARaTRBT ^AB bAILY — MARCH 8, 1999 


DIFFERENT TRADER, DIFFERENT 
PRICE: SAME CAR! 


B uying a car can be fun and 
exciting' or it can be a 
tremendous headache. 
Almost every person seeking to 
buy a car faces the same prob- 
lem:diflferent traders’ prices vary 
for the same car. 

“Prices may vary from JOD 
2.000 up to JOD 3.000 for the 
same model" claimes Hamdnn 
Robeen, owner of Robin Car 


iilfiiSSi 


Company, a subagent for 
Mercedes-Benz. Such a differ- 
ence in prices may confuse the 
moderate buyer. But why does 
such a situation occur? 

To take a the Mercedes-Benz 
car as an example, different fac- 
tors may affect its value; the ori- 
gin of the car, its specifications 
and options, irs manufactured 
date and the taxes imposed on 



All imported cars, available at 
traders, may originate from dif- 
ferent markets and agents. Tire 
best car to but are those import- 
ed via their local agent in Jordan. 
A trader might order cars from 
rhe official agent witli a little 
percentage deducted. Such a 
discount makes the car cheaper 
for the customer. 

However, “Many new traders 
import second-hand cars from 
German markers. These cars may 
be cheaper, because their speci- 
fications do not comply with 
Middle Eastern specifications." 
Hamdan said. Cars made for 
Europe have different specifica- 
tions to those made for Jordan. 
Mainly they run on unleaded 
fuel. "Such cars are cheaper by 
one to two thousands JOD’s." 
Hamdan claims. Some cus- 
tomers will fall in the trap and 
buy it. not knowing this little but 
most important technical matter. 
Once the buyer uses leaded fuel, 
the catalyser will break down 
which in turn decreases the per- 
formance. To replace such equip- 
ment. one could pay up to JOD 
4.500. 

Also, some cars are more used 
than others. Hamdan explains 
"the most important -technical 
matter one should be careful of 
is the mileage reading." As hard 
as car manufactures try to make 
this issue as secure as possible 
by making electronic mileage 
' displays, there is always some- 
one who can tamper with the 
mileage reading. The only way 
one can be sure of the display is 
to go to the official dealer. The 
car is simply connected to the 
computer, and all the history of 
the car will be displayed includ- 
ing its true mileage. 

Tax is another major factor for 
price variation. Cars equipped 
wijh identical options, if taxed 
properly, should hold the same 


by HUSSAM SBAYTEH 


price. But what if they are nor? 
Some dealers follow devious 
methods to try to decrease the 
taxes paid on their imported 
ears. Some small, but taxable 
accessories can be temporarily 
removed from the car, such as 
the A/C system, radio or changed 
in the case of wheels. These 
accessories are then taxed as 
separate parts at 65% as apposed 
to 140% saving about JOD 3,000. 

Other tax regulations may 
increase the price. Due to rhe 
world's approach to increase the 
passenger's safety, the Mercedes 
car as an example is fully 
equipped with such devices. 
"These devices contribute to 
about 50% of the car's price after 
tax." Hamdan says. Dealers try 
to import cars fitted with the 
fewest safety measures. 
However, the Department of 
Specifications and Standards 
does not allow such depreciated 
cars to enter the country. 
Therefore, car traders request 
thar such equipment should be 
categorised under public safely 
which is not taxed. The Customs 
Department agreed to look into 
this case a month ago, but until 
today the subject remains 
unsolved. 

But why does this happen? 
“Unfortunately the economic sit- 
uation otthe country plays a big 
role. The price is rhe first and 
sometimes the only question the 
customer asks when looking for 
a car," according' to Hanulan. 
Peoples demands have changed. 
In the current situation, price is 
sought, not quality. This has 
given way for some dealers to 
try and turn around the "nor- 
mal" way and decrease the 
prices they offer. They might 
have gained an extra profit, but 
they also have lost the buyers' 
trust. 


LONDON (AFP) — Johnson 
Matthey PLC said it signed n let- 
ter oflntent with Daimler Benz- 
Ballnrd Fuel Cell Engines GmbH 
to develop .and supply catalysts 
and catalyzed components for. 
fuel cell engines. 

Under the agreement 
Johnson Matthey will be 
Daimler -Benz-Ba I lard's, (dbb’s). 
exclusive development partner 
for catalysts which purify the 
hydrogen gas- used by fuel cell 1 
engines 1 to generate electric 
power and fpr'seve^al.othftr cat-* 


FUEL CELL ENGINE AGREEMENT 
WITH DAIMLER-BENZ 


alytic components in dbb's 
ground breaking engine system. 

The .company, said Daimler 
Benz-Ballard, a joint venture 
between Daimler Chrysler, Ford ' 
and Ballard Power Systems of 
Canada (o develop and manu- 
facture' fuel cel) engines for' 
vehicles, is expected by indus- 
try analysts to be the first to 
market with a filer cell engine In 
2004. , ' . .. l . 


It . said Daimler Beiiz-,Ba|lflrd 
will supply engines to Daimler 
Chrysler and Fofd, who togeth- 
er account for a considerable 
proportion of the wbrld auto- 
mobile market; It is expected 
thar the company will also be a; 
major' supplier to other leading' 
car . 'companies' afound ;• the 
world. • ’• . 

Nell Carson, Johnson Matthey 
division director,’ said th^gree- . 


ment with Daimler Benz-Ballard 
"reinforces Johnson Matthey's 
leading position as a supplier of 
catalysts, catalyzed electrodes 
.and fuel processing technolo- 
gies to the fuel cell industry". 

Dr Ferdinand Papik, president 
and chief executive officer of 
Ddlmler-Beqz Ballard Fuel Cell 
Engines, said his company, V 
“determined to be first to mar- 
ket With fbel ceil cars. This -hew 
relationship • with v Jobrisqn i 
Matthey will" be ptvot/l to. ohr , 
' success * 1 i •' 4 ih', 


FOCUS 
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FRANKFURT (AFP) — Concept cars for potential devel- 
opment in coming years are likely to be the stpr attrac- 
tions of the 69th International Auto Show in Geneva as 
new production models will mostly be derivatives of 
existing core platforms, analysts said. 

Among corporate strategies and outlooks to be dis- 
closed by industry executives at presentations ahead of 
the March 11-21 annual fair, analysts will be watching in 
particular for news affecting Bayerische MotorenWerice 
AG (BMW). 

In terms of company financial results, analysts do not 
expect major figures to be released because nearly all 
auto manufacturers, except for BMW, have already indi- 
cated how they fared in 1998. 

But some analysts are hoping that BMW’s recently 
appointed chairman Joachim Milberg, due to speak at a 
dinner on March 9. will disclose more details or the 
strategy the new board of management is adopting for 
its ailing UK Rover unit. 

“It will be bis first appearance before the so-called 
world press and it will be an occasion in itself to say 
something in his capacity as the new chairman. He 
might say something on Rover," a BMW source said. 

Volkswagen AG chairman Ferdinand Piecli, who is at 
the centre of a media speculation that VW is interested 
in bying Rover or some BMW shares, will give a speech 
that same evening. 

BMW sources said Rover plans a special display at the 
fair on the 40th birthday of the Mini bur the Rover 75 
sedan is the showcase because it will be its premiere in 
the European continent. 

Analysts agree tliar the Geneva fair pales in compari- 
son to the car shows in Detroit and Frankfurt. “The big 
hits are normally reserved for these two events," Alcce 
Kytka of DG Bank said. 

Klaus-Juergen Melzner, also of Deutsche Bank 
Research, said: "Geneva sometimes had been used for 
unveiling important products but this time there are 
not so many new cars, nothing spectacular. They're just 
additional types or derivatives of the same platforms." 


P models which will have their world 
teDaimler Chrysler sportscar Coupe CL, 
0|xl iSri VW Coir and Bora station wagons, 
BMlv; Coupe and Audi TT Roadster. 

M mid Renault's Avantine mini-van should 
pufln kJlwauje It is a concept car planned to 
btb; ’ftil 2000. 

f f rur<eye catchers In a motor show. They 
y™® the public. It- is an indicator or 
foM i. said Georg Stuerzer of 

Hyp* 1 

Stas which the public will have its first 
‘:odude the Opel 2-seater Speedstar, 
-fiti New Basic Car Fun minivan. 

^ ilVJ,,5 a ho be presented, such as 


the Citroen Picasso. Opel's Zafira, Mazda Premacy and 
the Nissan Tino. They will be competing against 
Renault’s Megane Scenic, which has been in the market 
for tlie past two years. 

Analysts said compact vans - a station wagon variant 
with five to seven foldable seats - arc becoming popu- 
lar among makers because demand is seen to grow in 
this segment. 

Stuerzer said these are niche products "which are 
coming out more and more because these are part of 
the continuing model offensive" targetted at the 
mature markers such as in Europe and the U.S. 

Analysts said the fair will not have any new "volume 
car" of the calibre that matches the recently-launched 
VW Golf and Ford Focus. 


SMART AIRBAG 
TECHNOLOGY BY GM 


G eneral Motors has 
selected the 

Micropoint Bend 
Sensor (R) Occupant 
Detection System as the sens- 
ing component for its smart 
airbag implementation pro- 
gram, announced Monday, 
March 1, 1999, in Automotive 
News. 

Micropoint's Bend 

Sensor(R) Occupant Detection 
System consists of propri- ' 
etary sensor mats and soft- 
ware, which utilize weight 
sensing and pattern recogni- 
tion to produce a consistently 
accurate profile of a seat's 
occupant. 

Whether an adult, a child or 
a bag of groceries occupies 
the seat, the Bend Sensor(R) 
will distinguish the occu- 
pant's configuration and trig- 
ger an appropriate airbag sys- 
tem response. 

Micropoint's unique Bend 
Sensor(R) device measures a 
predictable change in electri- 
cal resistance as it is deflect- 
ed. It is capable of precisely 
measuring minute to very 
large changes in position. 
Flexible and. self-contained 
Bend Sensor(R) Technology 


can provide an ideal solution 
to problems associated with 
numerous applications requir- 
ing accurate sensing devices 
in many industries. 

The Bend Sensor(R) is thin- 
ner, lighter, longer-lived, 
more reliable and more cost- 
effective than many previous 
devices in the sensor indus- 
try. 

The 2000 Cadillac Seville 
model will be the ftrsr auto- 
motive ■ platform to use 
Micropoint's patented Bend 
Sensor(R) Technology for 
incorporation into a smart 
airbag system. An aggressive 
rollout program has been 
established for the use of the 
Bend Sensor(R) Occupant 
Detection System in other 
General Motors automotive 
platforms. 

Acting through a strategic 
partnership arrangement with 
Delphi Automotive, 

Micropoinr will supply the 
sensors and software, which 
will be attached to circuit 
boards manufactured by 
Delphi Automotive. Delphi, as 
the Tier One supplier, is coor- 
dinating system production. 
The sensor mats will be man- 


ufactured by Flexpoint Inc,, 
the wholly owned subsidiary 
of Micropoint. 

“We are thrilled to be sup- 
plying General Motors with 
our sensors as they lead the 
race for smart airbag technol- 
ogy," said Doug Odom, 
Micropoint's president and 
chief executive officer. 

In tests to-date, 
Micropoint's Bend Sensor(R) 
Occupant Detection System, 
has demonstrated the ability 
to accurately provide occu- 
pant information to the 
airbag system to determine 
whether the airbag should 
suppress or deploy. 

Micropoint is continuing to 
scale-up for production of its 
Bend Sensor(R) Occupant 
Detection System at its newly 
leased facility in Salt Lake 
City. 

Through its operating sub- 
sidiary Flexpoint Inc., 
Micropoint designs, manufac- 
tures and markets flexible 
Bend Sensor(R) technology 
for various industries, includ- 
ing the automotive, medical, 
industrial and toy industries. 
Micropoint’s stock is traded 
under rhe symbol MICP. 


VOLVO S80ITOP SELLER 


ROCKLGIGH, NJ.,(PRN) — Just 
five months out the gate, Volvo 
Cars' new S80 sedan is perform- 
ing ahead of expectations in the 
highly competitive luxury sedan 
segment. In February, Volvo 
retailers sold 2,873 units in the 
United States, taking I4.8P of 


the top end luxury sedm 
ment that includes esuMihfslwi 
luxury models such as th* 8 
528i, the Cadillac Seville. 

Lexus GS 300, li*« 
Continental, and the 
E-Class. The S80 outsold aW 
tenders excepttheE|fll^ 


XjrhoCarc of North America's 
CEO, Hans-Olov 
V^erved, "^just a few 
*** of the S80 have 
, doubled, penetrating 
Vrj com Petitive luxury 
'“‘kt almost overnight. 
^® rates that an entire 



new segment of customers is 
receptive to our brand promise.” 

It was the best February for 
Volvo in the U.S. in twelve years, 
with total sales at 8,530 units up 
I4.9P over February 1998. 

The S80 went on sale in 
October 1998. Called the safest 
Volvo ever designed, the S80 
was conceived as a luxury sedan 
from the very beginning, linjike 
Volvo's existing models which 
are part of the "near luxury" 
automobile segment. 

The S80 has nlsQ been, well, 
received outside the U.S„ recejv* 
ing the Automobile Journalists 
Association of Canada’s. Be$t. 
New Prestige Car award, the-, 
European Automotive Design 
Award, Australia's ' National 
Roads- and. ' , Motorists' 
Association i-iixury Car . of the 
Yearav'ard -arid Italy’s "The Most 
Beautiful Car ’In the-WorUjT 
awan^ In 1998. ; ■ ' . ’ . ' : 



. Engine will not start 
Did your car ever fell you on a 
cold morning? to you want to 
.know; why that happens? 

The following are some useful 
.tips to 'help you avoid such a; 
case;'" . -v’ " 

1 1 webk battety ; • • •. -d v* , ■ ' 

2i Corrpded'or loose battery con- 
. ne^tiohs.- . : . 

j 3. Loose ground connections for- 
\b?jfery a ri^r^ngirie.^ , • 

4.; faulty starterorsolenoid 


5. Moisture on ignition cables and 
distributor cap, ’ , 

6. Faulty Ignition cables. 

7. faulty coll. • 

8. Incorrect spark plug gap. 

9. lpcOrrect ignition liming. 

1$. Dirt or water in feei line or car^ 
bunetor. • 

1 1 . Carburetor flooded. *' 

1 2. Incorrect carburetor float set* 

rirtg.; ,-. , V 

,|3.Faulty fuel pump. ’ '• 

14. Carburetor percolating (vapor 


lock). 

1 5. Stickiifg choke. 

1 6. Defective neutral starting 
switch. 

1 7. Defective Ignition switch. 

1 8. Air cleaner obsmicted. 

19. Faulty emission control units. 

20. Faulty ignition distributer. 

Engine Stalls 

Another problem might face f 
you: your engine may stall. 

To find out why check these 

? oints:. 

. Idle speed set too low. 

2. Incorrect choke adjustment. 

3. Idle mixture too lean or too rich. 

4. Incorrect carburetor float set- 
ting. . ' 

• 5; intake manifold leak. 

. 6, Worn distributor rotor. . 

7.j ricortbct' ignition' wiring, ; 

8. Faulty coil. 

■ ' 9. Incorrect valve lash (mechanical 
lifters). , • 

10. ; Catburctor float needle valve 
inoperatiyel. , 

1 V. Float level incorrect, . . ", • 

. 12. Choke defective or incorrectly 

. set. V: ' 7 ’ • 

;13, ’Moist^rp orr ignition, cables 

and plugs- , , 


14. Loose engine and battery 
grounds. 

Loss of Power 
You always want your car to be 
in maximum power, but 1 what if 
it isn’t? Your car may some- 
times lose its power. . 

■ I . Incorrect Ignition timing. • 

' 2, Defective or maladjusted emis- 
sion control system. 

3. Worn or burned distributor 
rotor. 

4t Dirty or - incorrectly gapped 
spark plugs. 

5. Dirt or water in fuel line. 

6. Clogged air cleaner. 

7. incorrect carburetor float set- 
ting. ’. 

8 . Fiaulty Riel pump. 

9. Irjcortect valve timing. 

10. Blown cylinder head gasket.. 

11. leaking engine valves. 

12. Restricted ekhaust system. 

13. Faulty ignition cables. ' -r . 

14. Faulty coil, •" ; 

15. Weak valve springs. 

16. low float level. 

17. incorrect valve lash ,( mechani- 




! 18. Lean air-foel mixture. 




Y ou say you'd welcome 
a few pounds and a 
few curves? But hold 
the French fries, because 
successful weight gain is a 
lot like successful weight 
loss: for best results, follow 
a nutritionally dense diet 
and meal plan slowly with 
steady changes. Aim for a 
gain of half a kilo to a kilo 
per week and keep fat intake 
between 25 and 30 percent 
of daily calories. 

Underweight is a prob- 
lem, but it has a solution. 
First of all, if you smoke, 
stop. Smoking one to two 
packs a day raises the metabo- 
lism about 7 to 10 percent. 
Stopping smoking is often 
lest and most 


important way to gain weight 
and improve health. If stress, 
at home or at work, keeps 
you from eating regular 
meals, make some changes. 
And of course, increase your 
daily intake of healthy 
foods. 

*TVy to add 250 to 500 calo- 
ries a day to what you 
already eat and keep it low 
fat. You don't want to risk 
the nutritional integrity of 
your diet or risk health 
problems like high choles- 
terol levels in your quest to 
gain weight. 

Eat three meals a day and 
supercharge breakfast, lunch 
or dinner with nutritious, 
easy-to-prepare meals. 


Nara are some sugges- 
tions! 

1. If you're having a 
bowl of cereal In the 
morning. It's always a 
good Idea to add some 
fruit to It. 

2. If you're making a 
stow ot home, add 2 to 
4 tablespoons of non- 
fat dry milk to the 
sauce. It adds calories 
and calcium, but no 
bulk. 

3. Top potatoes, rice or 
vegetables with mar- 
garine and add a tea- 
spoon of olive ell to 
pasta. Don't load your 
food with fat, but a lit- 
tle adds calories and 
flavor. 


M argarine gets a bad 
reputation because it 
contains artery-clog- 
ging transfatly acids. But a new 
University ofTexasfouthwestem 
Medical Center study confirms 
that it's definitely heart- 
healthier than butter, which is 
loaded with saturated fat. 
Adults who switched from 
butter to margarine saw, on 
average, a 15 percent drop in 
their cholesterol levels. 


GUM DISEASE AND PREMATURE BIRTH 


K eep up with your 
dental appointments 
during pregnancy: 
(£'• A mother-to-be with 
periodontal (gum) tlis- 
' > ease is more likely to 

t f ) have a preterm baby 
j (born at less than 37 
weeks) or a baby with 
low birth weight (below 
V 2500 grams or five 
/.'■ pounds). In evaluating 
* the cases of 124 women, 
researchers at the University 
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CHOCOLATE 
CRAVINGS 


BODY & MIND 19 


die existence of 
food cravings haven't been 
sdentificaDy proven, many 
mjaen do report an increased 
dgfc for chocolate just 
before and during their peri- 
ods. Most likely, it's the 
body's way of compensating 


for hormonal shifts. Right 
before menstruation, chang- 
ing hormone levels can cause 
headaches, fluid retention, 
fatigue and irritability. Self- 
medication with chocolate 
makes sense, since there are 
active substances in chocolate 


that may raise levels of sero- 
tonin, a brain chemical that 
can improve mood and the 
sense of well-being. Chocolate 
also comforts via its more 
obvious attributes: delicious 
aroma, creamy texture and 
sweet taste. 


MU 





of North Qrollna at ChJpH 
Hill found that those uii 
periodontal ’disease were 
seven times more likely id 
have preterm low-birriHVeigtii 
babies. 

Although the exact coniw- 
tion is not yet hilly under- 
stood. it is believed that it 
may be due to the Increased 
levels of prostaglandre, which 
are linked with labor and 
delivery and are also associat- 
ed with active gum disease. 


ONION SOUP WITH CHEESE CROUTONS 


Makes 4 servings 


Calories: 420 
Protein: lOg 
Fat: 24g 

Carbohydrate: 36g 
Sodium: lOSOmg 
Cholesterol: 48mg 

Ingredients: 

2 to 3 laige size onions (about 2 
pounds) 

2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
2 tablespoons unsalted butter 

1 clove garlic, finely chopped 

2 tablespoons all purpose flour 
2 cans (13' 3/4 ounces each) 

beef broth 
1- bay leaf 

. 1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon salt 
(optional) 

1 4 slices French bread, diago- 
nally sliced (3/4 inch thick) 

2 teaspoons grated Parmesan 
cheese 

4 thin slices Mozarella cheese. 
Or as needed 


2 teaspoons lemon juice 

Pepper, to taste 

Method: 

r Peel onions and trim ends. 
Cut onions in half lengthwise; 
cut crosswise into thin slices. 

2. Heat together oil and but- 
ter in large, heavy-bottomed 
saucepan or Dutch oven. Add 
onions; stir to coat well. Reduce 

' heat to medium-low; cover and 
cook, stirring occasionally, until 
onions are very limp and just 
beginning to color, about 20 
minutes. 

3. Stir in chopped garlic. 
Increase heat to medium. Cook, 
uncovered, stirring frequently 
until onions are amber or 
caramel colored, about 30 min- 
utes. Stir more frequently 
toward end of cooking time to 
prevent sticking. 

4. Sprinkle onions with flour; 
stir to combine. Cook over 
medium heat 2 to 3 minutes, 
stirring frequently. 

5. Stir in 1 cup broth, scrap- 


ing up any browned bits from 
bottom. Bring to gentle boiling; 
cook 1 minute. Stir in bay leaf 
thyme, remaining broth and 
salt if using. Simmef. partially 
covered, 20 to 30 minutes. 

6. Preheat oven to 325 
degrees centigrade. 

7. Place bread slices on cookie 
sheet. Trim If necessary so slices 
fit. into soup bowls. Place in 
preheated slow oven (325 
degrees) until golden brown 
and crispy, about 15 minutes. 
Increase oven temperature to 
moderate (375 degrees centi- 
grade). 

8. Remove croutons from 
oven. Rub each crouton on both 
sides with crushed garlic clove. 
Place Mozarella cheese on each 
crouton so top Is covered. 
Sprinkle each with 1/2 tea- 
spoon Parmesan. Return to. 
moderate oven (375) until 

■ cheese Is melted and golden 
brown, about 2 minutes. 

9. Flavor soup with lemon 


juice and pepper - to taste. 
Discard bay leaf. Ladle soup 
into 4 soup bowls. With spatu- 
la, transfer one crouton to each 
bowl of soup. Serve immediately. 


The secret to this classic 
onion soup recipe is patience. 
Slowly cook the onions to 
develop a deep, rich flavor. To 
reduce the fat, omit the 
cheese-topped croutons. 






LONDON — Doctors believe 
will non be able to pinpoint 
arias who are at risk of giving 
Mh prematurely. It should be 
psMe to administer drugs to 
Mjybfth, they say. 

Australian researchers have 
bnd that a pregnancy's duration 
s determined at conception. A 
Mogtal alarm dock is set tick- 
rig: when It 'rings' labour begins. 
Ife idea runs counter to current 
taws which stress that preg- 
wcks will last for around 40 
unless problems - most of 
(hem unpredictable - develop. 

One in 15 babies is bom prc- 
and many suffer lung 
kra0e, cerebral palsy, paralysis, 
deafness, blindness and other 
^ problems. Cutting prcma- 
tatoths would reduce suffering 
slash health service costs. 

“This work is extremely 
m P onau " wd Professor Ashley 
of Bait's hospital. 


London, ‘it is based on carefully 
controlled experiments and beau- 
tifully designed studies. It lias not 
yet been replicated by other sci- 
entists, but I am confident that it 
soon will be.” 

The work - by Professor Roger 
Smith and Dr Mark McLean of ^ 
Newcastle University. New South 
Wales - is highlighted in the latest 
issue of Scientific American maga- 
zine. a l was interested in prema- 
ture births because they have 
remained a serious medical prob- 
lem for the past 30 years,' Smith 
told Tire Observer. 

“We have conquered other 
problems in obstetrics, but not 
this one. We pur a man on the 
Moon three decades ago, bur we 
still don't understand how we are 
bom." 

Tliis ignorance may soon dis- 
appear. however. Smith and his 
colleagues have found that cort 
cotropin-releasing hormone (CRH) 


plays a crucial role in triggering 
labour. 

As gestation progresses, CRH 
levels build up until^^V 
they trigger a><UVa 


v'' cal cascade 
^^that causes womb 
( muscles to harden and 
contract and the cervix to loosen 
and widen. Birth then ensues. 

Research by Smith and 
McLean on 500 pregnant women 
has revealed that CRH levels cor- 
related with length of pregnancy. 
Those with high levels at the 
beginning of pregnancy were 
most likely to deliver prematurely, 
and those with low levels were 
most likely to give birth late. 

"In other words, we found a 


clock that is set early in pregnancy 
and controls the speed at which 
that pregnancy proceeds,” said 
Smith. 

Dr Dimitri Gramniatopoulis of 
Warwick University said: 'CRH lev- 
els give us a way of predicting 
how long a woman's pregnancy 
will last. It is a critically important 
handle on the whole problem of 
premature birth.” 

He pointed out that CRH 
influences die production of a 
number of other important dicm- 
icals, such os estrogen and 
prostaglandin, that are also 
involved in triggering labour. 

"If we can spot a woman in 
danger of giving birth after only 
28 weeks’ pregnancy, we can at 
least ensure that she is moved to 
a hospital and' that she is con- 
stantly monitored,’ said Smith. 

"At present, we can only give 
dnigs that will delay birth by a few 
hours, or days at the most. 


However, these will at least help 
to reduce some of the worst 
effects of premature birth, partic- 
ularly lung damage.” 

By uncovering the cascade of 
chemicals that are triggered by 
rising CRH levels, scientists have 
also been provided with a route to 
developing dnigs that might 
block die onset oflabour. 

Several groups around the 
world are now working on differ- 
ent approaches. Some are testing 
chemicals that block the action of 
prostaglandin, others that 
counter the effects of oxytocin, 
another labour-inducing sub- 
stance triggered by CRH. 

"Both a test for CRH. and 
dnigs to halt premature births, are 
still undergoing trials - some in 
humans and some in animals," 
said Smith. "We won’t have either 
for anodier four or five years, but 
when they arrive they will have a 
great impact. I'm sure of that.” 


EXXON VALDEZ SPILL 100 TIMES WORSE THAN BELIEVED 


; environ- around Milford Haven polluted by 
.-.e dlscov- the Sea Empress. However, die 
cause a hundred findings of the Alosta study suggest 

je than was pro- tliat the problems arc more wide- 
ranging. 

Aklez dis- "It is not the local impact tliat 
10 years is the real problem,' says Wight, 
mown that ’Our work indicates that 6ven 
» one part microscopic amounts of oil that get 

WO marine Into any stream 


otrarc, whales, seals, spawning fell cals, tliat would do the real dam- 
and shore birds was coated In a age. 

• . • • ■ In fact, It turned out to be the 

h i 1 1 J|] lijj j »1|N *1 heavier components, the. polynq- 
dear aromatic h^rocBrbons. or 
FM »■ , MHs, that wre ^e real problem. 

, These persist bt water ^ mudi 

‘ rAciuiiavid 

py ; l' dajigefr^s teewise diey w^e/ejfih 


"This suggests these chemicals 
may also alfect future genera dons 
offish. "We are npt sure about this 
•• issue," added Dr Wright, "it;; Is 
something we are continuing to 
Investigato-* 

' The scientl stsV study =hbs 
Startled sexologists bec?alfe£it 

jfjwiwijfiS 
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TECHNOLOGY IN BRIEF 


TOKYO — Japan plans to set up a fund to help developing coun- 
tries combat the millennium bug computer problem linked to the 
anival of the next century, a report said Sunday It plans to create 
tlie 'japan %ar 2000 Fund" by using part of $160 million, which it 
advanced totheVtforid Bank to assistddDs development, the Sankei 
Shimbun sad. japan also plans to oiler tedinical and other support 
to complement the fund, the newspaper said without specifying 
how much the new hind would be worth. Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi will explain the plans to US President Bill Clinton when he 
flies to Washington for a summit in May, it said. The \fear 2000 or 
Y2K bug refers to the inability of alder computer systems to differ- 
entiate between 2000 and 1900 at the turn of the centuiy 
Developing countries are believed to be mote vulnerable to the 
bug, which could wreak havoc with computer systems governing 
electricity, transport, utilities and finance — Agents nonce Presse. 
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COMPUTER-GENERATED 
FIGURES BECOME ACTORS 


'THE QUESTION IS, WILL THESE 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE BECOME 
FEATURED EXTRAS BECOME STARS? 1 




WUPPEKDU. — Medication offered over die Internet slwuld be 
treated with extreme caution. Some of the alleged wonder drugs 
and experimental medications offered In cyberepace can have dead- 
ly effects, health Insurance providers warn. One example is the anti- 
epilepsy ding Phenytoin, which is advertised by some on-line drug 
sellers as a potent formula to increase concenfration. But taking just 
three or four of the pills together can be deadly Internet users 
should also be wary of where the drugs are befog sold from, warn 
experts. While protection against selling drugs illegally or for pur- 
poses for which they were not intended exist in some countries, the 
international nature of the Internet makes it possible for people 
eveiywhae to order dugs from countries where such protection 
does not exist. Possible claims against damages can therefore not 
always be addressed. The distribution of drugs on the Internet is 
not controlled by pharmacies or doctors — Deutsche Presse 
Agenda 


HAMBURG— It looks like a wristwatch, but it?s actually art experi- 
mental telephone that even offeis Internet access. With it, usens can 
retrieve da ta from the World Wide Web, transmit video, dips, and 
talk on the phone. It’s dubbed die VWistPhone, and it was devel- 
oped by electronics giant Philips Seirttconductore, a branch of the 
Dutch entertainment electronics manufacturer Philips. Philips 
Semiconductors also produces mobile communications devices. 
The VNWstPhone uses die new QUB1C3 processor; according to 
Philips, in Hamburg, Germany The QUMO's. new technology 
enables the handling ofl^ge amounts of data- necessary, for exam- 
ple, wlien transmitting video. The Wist Phone’s electronic innards 
fit Into a space the size of a small cofci.The new technology will also 
open die door to range of new, mini-devices, including telephones 
die size of wristwatches. Philips has not yet determined when the 
WristPhone will be mass- Produced — Deutsche Presse Agenda 


SAN RAFAEL, California (AP) — It will hard- 
ly knock movie stars off the silver screen, 
but animators are creating computer-gen- 
erated humans who are becoming actors in 
their own right. 

These so-called "synthespians" are 
increasingly popping up in films, threaten- 
ing to displace already meagerly paid 
extras as the technology becomes less 
expensive than salaries for real live people. 

The dinosaurs that looked all too real in 
"Jurassic Park” have given way to a 12- 
meter gorilla with personality in “Mighty 
Joe Young." And he’s setting the stage for 
a realistic looking Frankenstein monster In 
the first totally digital, photo-realistic fea- 
ture film ever, expected to be released by 
Universal Pictures sometime late next year. 

Everything about it, from the environ- 
ment to the characters, will have a surreal 
quality that can’t be filmed using tradition- 
al animation or real people. 

“The question Is, will these people who 
have become |computer-generatedJ fea- 
tured extras become stars?" asks Larry 
KasanofT, a producer who also heads 
Threshold Digital Research Labs, a special 
effects company In Los Angeles. 

“Yes," he says. “We're In the movie busi- 
ness. There are no weird moral dilemmas." 

Kasanoff's "BeoWulf," due later this year, 
feature? a realistic looking digital seduc- 
tress interacting with a live actor In a sup- 
porting role. 

So far, the most famous animated "stars" 
have come from San Rafael-based 
Industrial Light and Magic, where a "Star 
Wars” storm trooper and Darth Vader 
watch over the reception desk, Today, ani- 
mators are hard at work on the eagerly 
awaited "Star Wars: Episode I — The 
Phantom Menace.” 

But ILM designers are working on 
Improving digital humans, too. The evolv- 
ing technology has become so popular that 
at ILM, 450 artists create computergener- 
ated characters, compared to just four 
artists 10 years ago. 

"We have fake actors, generally called 
synthespians,” says Carl Frederick, ILM’s 
associate visual effects supervisor. 


These synthespians, often used in stunts 
or crowd scenes, aren’t meant to be com- 
puter-generated stars. But eventually 
someone is bound to create a synthespian 
who will become a digital screen idol. 

It even has the Screen Actors Guild wor- 
ried. Despite assurances that no digital 
human could replace a Robin Williams, 
Will Smith or Gwyneth Paltrow, SAG 
spokesman Rafe Greenlee says computer- 
generated actors are “definitely something 
we’re very interested and concerned 
about." 

But for now, Perkins says, it still costs 
too much to create a digital star. 

“You can hire one person to act dr you 
could hire a crew of 20 to 50 to create this 
one performance. It’s always going to be 
cheaper to hire one person to do It right 
then and there," he says. , 

For big crowd scenes, though, computer 
technology can be cost-efficient, Kasanoff 
says. While it might cost 5150,000 to com- 
puter-generate 1 million people In one 
place, the tab for that many extras working 
for just a day would be about $500,000. 

"It starts to save a lot of money. [People) 
get hungry, they get cold, it starts to rain," 
says KasanofT, who produced the "Mortal 
Kombat" movies. 

Still, Greenlee brushes off the notion 
that computer-generated actors will ulti- 
mately replace humans, saying he’s more 
worried about actors’ identities being 
stolen by overzealous animators. Kasanoff 
also acknowledges vast legal issues associ- 
ated with the application of the evolving 
technology. 

"Somehow, there’s got to be an artistic 
genius, somewhere, whether In an anima- 
tors’ mind or Jim Carrey’s," Greenlee says. 
“To think they’d replace (actors! complete- 
ly Is unrealistic." 

Animators can’t yet create computer- 
generated humans that look realistic 
enough to do closc-ups, let alone star in a 
film. Digital humans used in crowd scenes, 
such as when the ship is sinking in 
“Titanic," are filmed at a distance where 
the audience can’t discern any detail. 

But In “Mighty Joe Young," the Joe who 


smashes a car In downtown Los Angeles 
and nearly gallops through a field while 
being chased by poachers is all the work of 
computers. 

Close-ups of this gorilla have "raised the 
bar In visual effects a whole leap forward; 
says “Mighty Joe Young" director Koo 
Underwood, who calls the effect of Jot 
running 30 rnpli (48 kph) with all his fir 
blowing in the same direction "a phenom- 
enal accomplishment." 

That’s because being able to reallstlnDy 
depict hair, fur and feathers is just a step 
below creating computer-generated skin 
that will make the difference between 
organic looking humans and caricatures 
like those in Pixar’s “Geri’s Game." 

In "Mighty Joe Young," ILM animators 
started with a computerized frame model 
outlining the gorilla’s body. They covered 
it with a gray ‘'skin” showing Joe's muxu- 
lature before individually creating each 
hair on his body — some coarse, some fine 
— allowing the coordination of his move- 
ment and appearance. 

ILM animators say the challenge in cre- 
ating realistic-looking people is being able 
to compute the 500 human facial expres- 
sions. Artists can get a digital person to 
look realistic about 95 percent of the time, 
Kasanoff says. It’s that remaining 5 perted 
— like properly coordinating the raising of 
a character’s eyebrow with the emphasis in 
his speech — that holds them back. 

Still, Underwood says he would new 
consider casting a computer-genfflfd 
person to act for the whole length of*®* 
ture film. 

"It is still about humanity and character, 
Underwood says. “Actors are never grins 
to go away because we want that rdatw- 
ship with that character on screen." 

But for Kasanoff, who always Tantalwj 
about being an old-time movie P* 0 ® 
who could order any one of his stw 
actors Into a particular film, the te n 
ay is a revelation. ' • _ 

“In a fin, way, we're getting tn*'" 8 * 
dream of having the 
except now they live in my compu , 
says 


after ms, now antitrust 

LAWS NOW HAUNT INTEL 


WASHINGTON (R)-The gov- 
idiiaent’s antitrust case 
gpjnst Intel Corporation 

opens this week .charging the 

company used Its dominance 
in the manufacture of chips 
for personal computers to sti- 
fle competitors and new tech- 
nologies. 

The Intel case brought by 
die Federal Trade Commission 
IFTCI Is the government's see- 
ded front in antitrust battles 
igainst the companies that 
dominate the personal com- 
puter Industry — the so- 
ulled “Winter duopoly. 

A case brought by the 
Justice Department and 19 
states against Microsoft 
Corporation recessed last 
oioflth but will resume again 
in April or May. 

FTC staff lawyers argue that 
Intel is such a force that it 
lets the hardware standards 
everyone else must follow, 
ind the company wants to 
hep things that way. 

Intel forces customers to 
surrender their intellectual 
property and rolls the innova- 
nons Into iu Pentium chip to 
Rfl far. ahead of potential 


competition, the government 
alleges. That violates antitrust 
laws that bar a company from 
using monopoly power to pre- 
serve or extend its monopoly. 

Intel disagrees. In its pretri- 
al brief it argues there is 
“overwhelming evidence that 
competition is thriving" and 
that the chip industry is 
aggressively pursuing new 
technologies. 

The trial, expected to last 
six to IO-weeks, is due to 
open in Washington lliesday 
at 9 a.m. in front of FTC 
Administrative Law Judge 
James Timohy. His decision 
may be appealed to the four 
FTC commissioners and then 
to a federal appeals court. 

The FTC staff will argue, as 
it did in a pretrial brief, that 
Intel "coerced major, estab- 
lished customers into granti- 
ng access to their technology 
on terms favorable to Intel." 

Those customers are 

Intergraph Corp., a maker of 
high-end computers for 

graphics, Compaq Computer 
Corp., the largest maker of 
personal computers in rhe 
world, and Digital Equipment 


Corp., which owned the high- 
speed “Alpha" chip that com- 
peted with Intel. Digital has 
since been acquired by 
Compaq. 

Intel is taking a different 
tack to the government 
charges from Microsoft. The 
software giant denied every 
allegation, only ro see its wit- 
nesses subject to withering 
cross-examinations that 
opened credibility gaps in 
their testimony. 

For example. Microsoft and 
its witnesses denied the com- 
pany's Windows operating 
system software was a 
monopoly, despite a 85 per- 
cent market share. Intel is 
hedging its bets. 

Although Intel's pretrial 
brief denies the company 
holds monopoly power, its 
chief economic witness. Carl 
Shapiro, is flexible on the 
question. Shapiro cheerfully 
says one can concede that 
Intel holds monopoly power 
but it makes no difference. 

"Where is the problem?" 
asks Shapiro, a University of 
California at Berkeley profes- 
sor who was the top econo- 


mist for the Justice 
Department's antitrust divi- 
sion. 

Shapiro argues ' that key 
Intel competitors, among 
them Advanced Micro Devices 
and National Semiconductor 
Corp.’s Cyrix, were “wholly 
unaffected" by Intel's actions. 

In fact, a report by PC Data 
of Reston, Virginia, showed 
that AMD sold more PC 
processor units at retail in 
January than did Intel — the 
first time ever — although 
Intel remains dominant in the 
far more profitable high-end 
market. 

But the government is con- 
vinced that competition was 
damaged. Its first witness is 
James Meadlock, chairman 
and chief executive officer of 
Intergraph, of Huntsville, 
Alabama. 

Meadlock will testify that 
he was wooed by Intel chief 
Andrew Grove, who wanted to 
enter the high-end graphics 
market that was Intergraph's 
speciality as a computer 
maker. Meadlock says Grove 
promised complete support if 
Intergraph would switch from 


its costly proprietary chips to 
Intel. Meadlock agreed. 

Things worked fine until 
early 1996, when it turned 
out that Intel's newly minted 
Pentium chip used some of 
Intergraph's patented tech- 
nology, Meadlock says. 

“They tried to get us to sign 
away our rights,” bristled 
Meadlock, who Just said “no.” 
Intel retaliated. 

Compaq and its Digital unit 
have similar stories about 
their intellectual property, 
The stories converge on 
Intel's form of retaliation: 
Intel began withholding infor- 
mation. 

Intel argues it simply 
matched the decision of these 
companies to withhold free 
use of intellectual property. 

But Compaq and Intergraph 
say the situations are nor 
comparable. They argue that 
they wanted to protect their 
intellectual property from 
poaching, while Intel delayed 
delivery of instruction manu- 
als and samples the compa- 
nies needed to prepare their 
newest computers. 

In the fasc-inoving comput- 


er industry, information 
delayed was information 
denied. 

The Intel delays made the 
companies late to market, 
killing sales and profirs in a 
business where product 
cycles are sometimes a scant 
six months. Meadlock says his 
company lost millions of dol- 
lars as a result. 

The FTC staff argues such 
tactics help preserve Intel’s 
dominance by allowing it to 
suck up technology advances, 
so competitors cannot get a 
toehold. The government says 
the research and development 
costs of others end up in the 
pocket of Intel, discouraging 
companies from engaging in 
research that could launch 
them as competitors. 

“Intel illegitimately pre- 
served its monopoly power,” 
argues the government. Not 
so, says Intel. 

“Complaint counsel are still 
unable to identify any harm 
to competition ," replies the- 
company. 


40 percent growth: 'ONLINE TRADING IS 


A THIRD OF GERMANS 
HAVE WEB AT HOME 


HERE, BUT YOU HAVE 
TO BE CAREFUL' 



MMBIJRg (DPA) — The Internet community 
U cont ’ nu ' n g to grow, and nowhere Is that 
fore evident than in Germany. The number oF 
naan users online has grown by an esrl- 
40 percent over the last six months, 
^ent y. about 8,4 million Germans are log- 
to the Internet. 

5.S0nr ^ 8UreS COnie ^ rom H P 0 ^ ,1Cfll| y 
nnduT? 3 " 5 betweon the ° f 14 and 59 
TO by Nuremberg-based CfK Media 
November edition oF irs 

^ of those polled have Internet 
toi/ Ut most of them, the Internet- 
■^rsity m,>Uter ,S locatet * at work or ’ n thc 

r ^sfr* lS the gatewa y t0 the Internet 
t% ennans," said Roland Bronold of 

tomerce was a main focus for the recent 

■“OBfen, j’j "®||. t0 ,he Nurerahfffg 
‘^dor H' m on Germans have pur-. 
Mil |j or * ret * a Product online during the , 
SQftwarg ° nt s< Most Products were books or 

‘ Rfowlng market. 
en Higher for services siich as. 


home banking or reservations of all types. 
Some 2.8 million Germans used such services 
- a third of all German online users. 

Particularly "large gains" were noted for 
Internet booking of flights, hotels, train tick- 
ets, or trips. >The demand for ticketing has 
quadrupled during the past six months: 
Nearly 300,000 train and flight tickets were 
booked online. 

"The World Wide Web is enjoying more arid 
more acclaim In more and more areas of soci- 
ety,” Bronold concludes. , .■ y 

On-line users in Germany, In other , Coun- 
tries. now come from all age group sVbiit the 
users between ages 20 and 39-are the largest 
group, with 4.5 million users. 

About 30 per cent of. .German Internet 
surfers are female — a figure that Is not as 
low as Is sometimes assumed: Tire *le^el* of. 
education, 1 said Jo be especially high among 
Web users thrp'ugh Oil t the wfojd, also com- 

paratively high in Germany, . • ■■.: * t • . 

According to the rdjtedrcheri; hovyever, 
m ore? n dm o re £ertt) ap users i With vocational ! 
training or high school degrees are gofog-dn-;. 
line. ; v 'f- ~‘*Y : • 


MIAMI (R) — On-line stock 
trading by uneducated 
investors with lofty' expecta- 
tions is "a prescription for dis- 
aster," the chairman of rhe US 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission . (SEC) said on 
Saturday. 

"With a few keystrokes you 
can spend hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars," SEC Chairman 
Arthur Levitt cautioned at a 

town hail meeting of: investors , 
sponsored by the Miami 
Herald. : 

"You've got to do your part 
to make sure you have financial 
knowledge. ..You need to be 
armed with reliable Informs- , 
tion," ‘Levitt told some 3,000 
participants. 

The SEC chief said the United ; 
States' eight-year economic 
expansion had brought above- 
average returns on Stock Invest- 
ments, fuelling .Interest among 
qpvice investors. , 

;/ Iff 1980, one |n- 18 Americans 


owned securities, either 
through direct stock ownership 
or indirectly in such things as 
pension funds, he said. Today 
the number is one out of three. 

■ "Wfe’re no longer a nation of 
savers, we're a nation of 
investors," Levitt said. 

At the same time, electronic 
trading lias made It easier to 
buy and sell large blocks of 
securities easily, giving some . 
investors .a false sense of eco- 
nomic "machismo,” Levitt said. 

“With growth in on-line 
investing, more and more-peo- 
'.pie, I fear, kre entering the mar- 
ket with : unrealistic expecta- 
tions," he said. "That is 
absolutely a prescription for 
disaster." 

Insraht trading , and /high . 
expectations have also made it 
easier fpr.con artists to prey on 
the uneducated, iie said. . ’ 

“It’s ; a sad; reality that 'the . 
'}■ best-; markets bring out the 
worst; Clements,’! Xevitt. said. 


"There’s a reason crooks hawk 
their wares by phone or over 
the Internet — they don’t give 
you anything in writing so you 
can study the details carefully.” 
Levitt said Internet fraud and 
on-line trading abuse; had 
become "a major area" of con- 
cern for the SEC. The agency 
has brought 66 cases of 
Internet fraud in the last few 
mdnths anti expects to file 33 
more over the next three 
,. months, he said. 

Many of the 66 cases 
Involved wildly unrealistic 
promises of guaranteed returns 
' of 100 percent to 300 perjgnt, 
! . In one case, scam artist per- 
suaded Internet Investors to 
* pour $l2 million foto a nonex- 
istent eel farm, he said. ' v 
. "By the time We got? to this, 
all the money was lost,- he 
, said. “OHrllne trading Is here. 
; fry ifopbrtant. JtVtisefiih But 
; you have to he cpre'fol." • ' 

•// 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — An Oscar 
Ciin juinp-starr a career, boost 
box office or get its director, 
producer or sun s a better table 
at the* hottest res rau rant. 

Hut it can't protect a movie stu- 
dio from going belly up. 

Three studios and one pro- 
duction-acquisition house with 
films receiving Academy Award 
nominations this year are either 
dead or face uncertain futures, 
the result of corporate upheaval 
in the movie business. 

PolyGram Films and its spe- 
cialty label Gramercy Pictures 
have an armload of Oscar nomi- 
nations: Gramercy's “Elizabeth" 
with seven nominations includ- 
ing best picture and PolyGrant's 
“What Dreams May Come" with 
two nominations for its stun- 


ning visuals. 

But after Seagiam Co. pur- 
chased the PolyGram parent 
PolyGram NV, the domestic dis- 
tribution ollices of PolyGram 
Films are being shut and foreign 
operations melded into 
Seagram-owned ■ Universal 
Srudios. Gramercy is likely ro be 
sold or folded into another stu- 
dio, perhaps Universal's special- 
ty label. October Films. 

That is ^October Filins stays 
in the Seagram family. 

October, whose "Hilary and 
Jackie" picked up nominations 
for actresses Emily Watson and 
Rachel Griflirhs, is another can- 
didate to be sold. 

Meantime, most of the oper- 
ations of long-struggling Largo 
Entertainment. which produced 
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"Affliction." were dosed by irs 
corporate parent, JVC 
Entertainment of Japan, just 
days before two uf its actors. 
Nick Nolce and James Coburn, 
received Academy Award nomi- 
nations for best actor and sup- 
porting actor. 

For the most part, the back- 
room turmoil wont he evident 
on the screen. The films will 
remain in release, with vigorous 
advertising and Oscar cam- 
paigns. Tile executives who gut 
the boot will probably get new 
jobs and, this being Hollywood, 
higher pay. 

But it does give some insight 
into how things work in the 
movie industry - to a degree 
how they've always worked - in 
this community that novelist 
Budd Scluilberg likened nearly 
60 years ago in "What Makes 
Sammy Run?" to a gold rush 
boom town whose chief prod- 
ucts are movies, ambition and 
fear. 

"it is bittersweet." said Barr 
Potter, Largo's chairman and 
chief executive, who will remain 
at the company to help with the 
shutdown. “It’s just an example 
of the extremes that one goes 
through in this business." 

It was, perhaps, worse in the 


early 1‘jyOs. before the stall ol 
a Hollywood economic surge. 
Consider that the 1991 best- 
picture winner was “Thu 
Silence of the Lambs." whose 
producers picked up the Osc.iis 
while the film's studio. Orion, 
was in the rhroes ol bankruptcy. 
The movie also won Oscars for 
director Jonathan Demine, co- 
stars Anthony Hopkins and 
Jodie Foster and screemvrirer 
Ted Tally. Hut with the 
Hollywood economy showing 
signs of cooling, and movie pro- 
duction costs continuing to 
soar, Tear and uncertainty are as 
strong as they liave been in 
years. Many studios, worried 
about staking too much on a 
single picture, are entering into 
financial partnerships with 
competitors. 

“These kinds of deals are 
done with more and more fre- 
quency," said Miramax West 
Coast President Mark Gill, 
whose studio's best-picture 
nominee "Shakespeare in Love'* 
is being financed and released 
in a partnership with Universal 
Studios. 

“The rivalries are put aside, 
frankly, to moderate risk." 

Between the co-production 
deals and the shifting corporate 


ownership of studios .iikI their 
art house divisions, lines are 
now blurred all over the 
Hollywood map. It isn't always 
dear who should gel credit - nr 
who will he around this lime 
tomorrow. 

Consider (he tale ol this sea- 
son's six run! costume drama, 
about the hcliiiul-i lie-scenes 
intrigue during the reign ol 
England's Queen Elizabeth, has 
plenty of its own real-life drama 
behind it. 

“Elizabeth" began life as a 
Working Title production lor 
rlie Dutch-owned lilm and 
music coniimny PolyGram NV. 
the same producer-studio part- 
nership behind the Oscar-nomi- 
nated "Four Weddings and a 
Funeral." 

Produced for about dlrs 22 
million, "Elizabeth" was distrib- 
ured through PolyGrain's 
Gramercy Pictures, which han- 
dles lower-budget, artier films, 
After becoming a hit last 
September in tile United 
Kingdom, the film came to the 
United States, where it built an 
audience and endeared itself to 
the Academy, which nominated 
ir for the seven Oscars. 

But a cloud has hung over 
Gramercy ever since Seagram, 


l,K ' Cniinctian ii(vw and e«« ! 

?■“ m . «*■»■ Purd, a * d ' 
PolyGram last year Tor dlrs 102 
billion. Seagram already hail 
Hollywood studio in Uuhtrs^ 
mid a specialty division h 
October Films, and sudden, 1 ) 
PolyGram and Gramercy ! 

looking expendable. ! 

Seagram sold off pieces cl : 
PolyGram - MGM got mosui - 
the film library, a Compaq ' 
called Carlton Communication! ! 
Inc, got the rest. 

Recently, a Saudi princr. : 
Muhammad Bin Bandur Abdul 
Aziz, was reportedly willing it 
pay dlrs 400 million to dlrs 60) 
million for the rest of PolyGram 
but the deal never happened 

So Seagram merged 
PolyG ram's international but 
nesses with Universal and slat- 
ed laying off employees in ii< j 
domestic PolyGram oliice, to- 1 
ing Gramercy in limit 
Gramercy still could be sold. a 
it could be merged im-j 
October Films. 

But studio officials remained 
committed to “Elizabeth/ 
despite the uncertainty Ttwe 
was a vigorous Oscar campaign 
and n healthy marketing juA 
including television ads. 

By MICHAEL fLFBK 


BUT THE BOOK IS STILL 


IV\K1S — Marcel Proust, die author wlwse work 
directors such os Joseph Losey and Ludiino 
Visconti said was impossible to film, lias made it 
to die big screen. A feature film to be released 
soon centres on one of die cmellest ageing 
sequences ever attempted in film. 

The American actor John Maikovich and two 
French actresses. Cadierine Deneuve and 
Emaituelle Beart, star in Le Temps Retiouw. It 
could be the biggest shock of the Guines Rim 
Festival in May. 

The Chilean-born directoi'Raul Ruiz. 58, one- 
time cinematic adviser to Chile's assassinated 
Socialist President Salvador Allende. believes llie 
tlicme of die last volume or A la Recherche du 
Temps ltadu will have a powerful impact on pop- 
ular imagination. 

'I am playing with cineinagoers' memories,’ lie 
said. 'I needed stars instantly recognisable world- 
wide and whose films from their caily yea is are 
regularly shown on television - for example, 
Deneuve in Les Demoiselles de Rochefort (1967) 
and Beart in Mai ion des Sources (1986), when 
their careers were young.' 

Hie metamorphosis of age will be apparent 
because (he players diemselves liave changed so 
much. The audience will sense the passage of dme 
in their own lives. This is a very Proustian 
approach.' 

Luckily for Deneuve, now approaching 59, the 
narrator in Le Temps Retrouve describes her diar- 
acter, Odette de Crecy, as 'defying die laws of 
chronology', and she will not have to sacrifice 
much of her looks playing an ageing mistress. But 
Maikovich, 46, as tile homosexual Baron de 
Charlus, has his face artificially paralysed by injec- 
tion to illustrate Proust's long dissertation on 1 the 
narrator’s rediscovery of old friends after absence 


from Paris during die Great Wir. 

The narrator at first believes lie has entered a 
masked ball instead of a morning reception before 
admitting old acquaintances Uid been d winged so 
much by their white hair, bloated figures and lined 
complexions 'dial l could have sat opposite them 
in a restaurant a hundred linn's ami not realised I 
lincl known (hem in limes |wsl'. 

'Now 1 understood wliat okl age means, a dis- 
covery that would lie the very matter ol'the In ink,' 
Proust wrote. 

Tlte complexity of Le Temps Relmtive, |ml»- 
lished In 1927 live years idler the nuilior died uf 
pneumonia, forced both Izisey mul Visconti to 
abandon planned adaptations and tlicre has Ireen 
only one serious attempt to |mt any of rite Tenijis 
Perdu cyde on film. 

Gennan director Vblker SdiloendorIT adapted 
die volume Du Cote de chez Swann in 1 984 in tiie 
film Un Amour de Swann, in which Alain Delon 
played De Charlus, Jeremy Irons was Swann, and 
Fanny Ardaiir, Odette. 

Although the script was written by Peter Hall 
and Jean-daude Carriere, the director advised crit- 
ics to 'forget they had ever read Proust' and treat 
the story as an attempt to condense die love affair 
of Swann and Odette (Omella Muti) into 24 hours. 
Proust fanatics cried sacrilege. 

Ruiz was chosen for die new production on the 
strength of a score of feature films' remembered 
mainly for what one aide described as their 'eso- 
1 teric aesthetics’, adding, ‘what )thean Is they were 


very intellectual and miller dull. But it waste! 
approach that enabled him to convince produce 
that Losey and Visconti were wrong and Vmw 
style and method were peniliariy rineinatic 
Ruiz's French scenarist. CtelSimnd.befc» 
Puuist's extraoidinnry following (300 boobin'! 
been dedicated to liim in France alone) wW 
striking similarities between the authors soy 
telling techniques and those used indiwa 
A compulsive collector of portraits, Profit 
ly disguised his fictional creations fiunra™ ; 
aclers wlio inspired them. Deneuw* 
(Giarles Swann's love and the W 
Guemiaiites's mistress) was inspired 
hraied cocotte, Uure Hayman, msam 
Pmust's great-unde Louis WeiL 
hi nisi used lire looks and 
aristocrat, Marie de Baindaky 
Swann's and Odette's daughter. pty** 

But De Ciartus is a man of many P®* . 

of Hie insolence and diaim of atM ‘ 
Proust's noble acquaintances - 
Monlcsquiou - witli a dash ofOsor ' . j 
If die adaptation fails to 
be fortlrer proof of the ededsm of . 
industry. While Le Tbmps Retrouv« 
score intellectual P 0 ' n * s ^ ver i^rtins^ 
Hollywood, another recent reW* ^ 
recent US productions at the po(*J» •, 

"'teKrix et Obelix centre 
si* French pro du « lon 
showingaliealUvP'of'> dE ^' 
down. In a month. -tf* 

Depanlieti as Obelix. has 

dnemagoers and a sequel Is 
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by JUDD FOUR RACK TOTAL 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN - ” 
DIRECTIONS: Mate a 2 to 7 fetter word from the letters In each row. Add 
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50-polnl 
bonus. ■Blanks’ used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words are In 
The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merriam-Websler) and OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD’S SOLUTION TOMORROW 
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WORDY GURDY 


BY TRICKY RICKY KANE 


- . TVib anger tl) Evcay ans-.-^i ia a illuming 

pair of TOiife (Lite FST CA1 
////■///// and LOUELE TROUBLE! , an 

3. Lawman Karp's food regimens (2) th ^’ wU1 in tte lecte 

sqijares. Hie maiter afeer 
nnifinn deEinltim telLs you how ira 

4, Gangster's ’golf clubs ( 1 ) syllable? ineadiwxd. 


5. Frugal four dozen plus two (2) 


^7- Bad-mouthing straightening out (3) 


ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS WORDY GURDY 

!■ SAX 3 ’ CAN I ' RAN <■ TIMS SWIMS 

5. PRUDENT STUDENT 0. DANISH 8PANISH 7. TRAVELERS RAVELERS^ 
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A TASTER O F IRA N CE CESAR 
I AW A R D S CEfXrollY IN PARIS 



France's Blodie Bauchaz reacts after she receives the Cesar 
for best actress. Beaches was honored for her performance 
Spanlih filmmaker Pedro Almodovar acknowledges In the film "La Vie Revee des Anges" (The dream Life of 

npplause. The string attached to the award leads to a Angels) by director Rrlc Zonka, which receives the top 

balloon. (AP PHOTO) prise. (AP PHOTO) 






US actor Johnny Dopp imlloi at Iho Itandlng < 


i altar ho rocolvac an honorary Cocar (AP PHOTO) 


ELTON JOHN 

E JlonJohn says the lira peifonner he idolized was Dusty SmiwLu 
iThe British pop singer... wlio had a string or hits in die i®oT tw 
Jicr diis week following a long battle with breast cancer Mb"—,® 
ofher songs. "I Only Wait To Be With You," at Tuesday night's 
teoria, lilinois-dedicating tlie tune to - “Dust* whereveryeu are Mm 
foryou, my love, with all niy love.” ' 

Jolin is scheduled to be the presenter this month when SmiinMIi, 
inducted into tlie Rnck and Roll Hall of feme: He says he "volmrn! 
because I loved tier so much." 

ALANIS MORISSETTE 

/ l ianis Morissette tells Spin magazine that, in the past couple rfyeg 
Ashe feels like she's “gone Horn repression to explosion to contnr : 
iplation." 

In Iter words - T always believed in black and white, summing wi i 
either great or honible, including myself. And now ifs just gray." ! 

Oil "Unsent”...the second single Horn Iter latest CD, "apposed Bant j 
Infatuation Junkie"...Morissette addresses some ofher ex-bnyfriendsnili i 
die details of their reladonsliips. But she dianged the names and dkdd ! 
the guys to let diem know what she was doing. She says - "Itwx had, hi 
it was beaudfiil. I took responsibility. It wasn't just me pointer: die firtge" ! 

SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS' 
KATHARINE WHALEN 

PTpfe Squirrel Nur Zippers' Katharine Whalen is about to release ha 
I debut solo album. "Katiiaiine Whalen’s Jazz Squad" (on Mammodi 
H Records) - due in stores May 25th ■ features 1 2 tracks.-many ofvifoJi 
inspired Whalen and now-husband Jim Mathus to form the Zippeis intbe 
first place. 

"Katharine Whalen's Jazz Squad" will launch a limited tour beginning in i 
June witli die Dirty Dozen Biass Band. The Squirrel Nut Zippers hi! 
announce its future plans later this year. 

MICK JAGGER 

mid minors that she's carrying Mick Jaggor's child, Brazilian modd 
AUudana Moratl has turned down lucrative offers to tefl herstoiy-and 
A ttven refuses rn name in public who tlie father is. But her mother and 
friends say tlie baby is the Rolling Srone frontman's. 

Parade magazine reports in its Sunday edition tliat Morad may haw Iw 
Iwby in die United States...at which time a DNA test could determine pater- 
nity. Says her lawyer, Raoul Felder - "Luciana doesn't intend to late am 
action against Jagger or anyone else until then. Then we hope to hava 
negotiated settlement with die father." 

JOHN DENVER 

wolin Denver's family is suing in connection with the October 1997 flaw 
■crash that killed the entertainer. Relatives of the Aspen, Coloradan"* 
■dan believe n stuck fuel valve caused the experimental plane w 
►power nnd go down in tlie Padfic Ocean off die coast of Morten^ 
California. . ^ 

Federal investigators have said Denver took off witliout much hwn 
primary tank nnd had trouble switdiing to a second taiik. ^ 
maintains tlie bad switch caused the valve to stidk.The lawsuit ran** 
era) companies. ' ... I 


JLY — MAHCH 8,1999 


WORLD RECORDS PRODUCE 
EXPLOSIVE INDOOR FINALE 


Mail, japan |R) — World relay records by 
A, US men and Russia's women produced an 
gjluiw finale to the world indoor athletics 
wjinships oo Sunday. 

M f^le Gebrselassie and Romania's Gnbriela 
Subostole the Individual honors, both complei- 
ngolden doubles. 

Ihtir feats served to reinforce the high quality 
i the championships, although the three-day 
iKtinghad ro wait until the final two events - 
& men’s and women’s 4x400 meters relays - for 
ifflm world records. 

toil's women's team of Tatyana Chebykina, 
fcdsa Goncharenko, Olga Kotlyarova and 
Nazarova docked three minutes 24.25 
Honk to beat Australia (3:26.87) and the 
tod Slates (3:27.59)' to the gold and claim a 
iiOjOO world record bonus on top of the 
POO first prize money. 

Ihdr success was called into question, howev- 
ntyadiial protest from the Americans and 
tstialia under the "honest effort'' rule because 
Varava had failed to finish her individual Anal 
trier in the afternoon. Tlie protest was later 
Mided. 

Ibe American 4x400 meters men's quartet - 
AAeMonis, Dameon Johnson, Deon Minor and 
fcrniCampbell- also claimed SI 10,000 for rheir 
idwr world best 3:02.83, beating Poland 
Wlfll.a European record) and Britain (3:03.20). 
Johnson said: "We were four men with one 
ramongoal.to break the world record.” 

fata, the 23-year-old winner of the women's 
lift) meters on Saturday, was the dominating 
M In her 3,000 meters on Sunday, retaining 
^ tide she had won in 1995 and 1997, clocking 
$ 36.42 seconds. 

Thw could things be better? One gold is 


great, two is remarkable ” Szabo said, after col- 
lecting SI 00,000 for her two victories. 

l-qually remarkable was Ethiopia's 
Gebrselassie's last-gasp victory in the men's 
1 .500 meters, overtaking Kenya's Laban Roticb in 
the last five incrers to win in 3:33.77. 
Gebrselassie won the 3,000 on Friday. 

These arc the seventh world indoors, but pre- 
viously only the German Helke Drechsler, in the 
200 meters and long jump at the first champi- 
onships in Indianapolis 12 years ago, had man- 
aged to win two individual golds at one meeting. 

The Maebashi meeting was not without its • 
upsets. The favorites and defending champions in 
the men’s and women's 800 meters - Denmark's 
Wilson Kipketer and Maria Mutola of 
Mozambique - both had to settle for silver behind 
South Africa’s Johan Botha and Czech Ludmila 
Forinanova. 

In the women's 60 merers, Gail Devers, the 
two-time Olympic 100 meters gold medallist 
from rhe United States, was comfortably defeated 
by Greece's Ekaterini Thanou. 

The Americans ensured that they finished on 
top of the medal table, however, thanks to 
Maurice Greene and Tim Harden's one-two finish 
in the men's 60-metre dash. 

Greene, the world record-holder, Was unsettled 
by a series of false scans in his heats earlier in the 
afternoon, but got away first time in the final and 
clocked 6.42 to Harden's 6.43, to set a champi- 
onship besr. 

Britain's Jason Gardener, in third on 6.46, 
improved by 0.0 1 seconds tlie European record . 
In the field. Ivan Pedroso of Cuba, winner of the 
world indoor title in 1993, 1995 and 1997, staged 
a comeback in the final round of the long jump to 
retain his title but needed to produce the second 



Maurice Oreen (R) of lha United Stales and his compatriot Tim Harden cele- 
brate together after finishing the men's 60 meters final on sundny. Oreen 
clinched the gold with a time of 6.42 seconds and Harden wen silver with 6.43 
seconds. 

longesr indoor jump in history, 8.62 meters, to Cuban with 8.56 meters, a European best. 


do so. Then, with tlie last Jump ^f the competition, 

Yago Lamela, a 22-year-old Spaniard, was sec- Pedroso summoned up liis best effort. "1 knew I 

ond before the final round but leapt past the needed a perfect jump to win," Pedroso said. 


HINGIS WINS, KOURNIKOVA IS OUSTED 



NASHVILLE (R) — Legendary singer George 
Jones, the country-music star who has sold more 
than 30 million albums, remained unconscious 
and in critical condition oir Saturday. night after- 
a one-car crash near here, police and the hospi- 
tal said. ' 

Jones, 67, was airlifted to Vfenderbilt University 
Medical Center after his sport utility vehicle hit a 
bridge just south of Nashville police said. 

His family was at the hospital, according to a 
spokesman. 


Dr, John Morris, head of the trauma unit at the 
hospital, told NBC affiliate WSMV-TV that Jones 
has been unconscious since the accident and the 
next two to four days should be critical. 

"He is on a ventilator but we expect this to be 
temporary," Morris said. His Injuries were 
described as a collapsed lung, blood in the right 
chest and a ruptured liver. 

Jones hpd his first number one country hit in 
1955 at 24 with "Why Baby Why", Other top 
country hits were "White Lightning" in ,1959, 


"Tender Years" and "She Thinks I Still Care" in 
1961 ,.and “Walk Through This World With Me" in 
1967. 

-In the 1970s he scored number ones with "The 
Grand Tour" and "The Door" both in 1974. He 
and his third wife, the late Tfcrnmy Wynette 
teamed up for number, one hits with "We’re 
Gonna Hold On" In 1974. After their divorce two 
years later, they hit the top spot With "Golden 
Ring” and “Near You." . . ; , ; 

"He Stopped Loving Her 1 Tbday,’.’ earned; him 


Single of the Year aWard from the M 
Association In 1980 and he bridf^K^ 1 

gy in 1986 apd won tiife association^ vid, 
Year awardfor "Who's ConrtaHll"fM ,r ; 

He was*elected to the f °un!?yM^. 
Fame In 1992. .i • V 

The accident oeciirred about '« 
90-acre farm it) WillianjsooCpu# 

- Hves'with his fourth' 



INDIAN WELLS. California (R) — When Maitlna Hingis 
and Anna Kournikova arrived on the WTATour a few years 
ago, both teens were highly touted as future tennis stars. 

' Tlie top-seeded Hingis, who won a 6-3 6*4 second- 
round match over Alexandra Stevenson at the Evert Clip 
Saturday, has more than lived Up to the billing. 

The ninth-seeded Kournikova, who suffered a first- 
round 7-6 (7-3) 1-6 7-5 upset at the hands'of Silvia Farina 
of Italy Saturday, has yet to set the tour ablaze. 

In another second round match, third-seeded Monica 
Seles survived a tough first set to earn a 7-6 (7-2) 6-2 vic- 
tory over Elena Likliovtseva of Russia. 

While the 18-year-old Hingis has achieved the world 
number one ranking, won 21 career titles, including three 
Australian Opens, one Wimbledon and one US Open, 
Kournikova has yet to bring home the winner’s trophy 
after 49 tournaments. 

The closest Kournikova lias come to a title was when 
she, ldst to Venus Wiliams in' last year's Lipton 
Championships. 

"! think 1 just have, to be a little bit more consistent," 
Kournikova said. “I’m just going to play matches and play 
tournaments,, and try to win as many as possible. I'm 
going to look forward and try not to get very disappoint- 
ed If something goes wrongl" 

The llth-ranked Kournikova arrived here still feeling 
the effects of a bout with' influenza. She believes that 
took its toll on her performance against the 22nd-ranked 
Farina; , ' • ’ 

“The only problem right now Is that l don't feel phy^l- 


, — "IHayar Ilona Koomlfcova ratvms o l*roM« f V colly i hundred percent," :Kournlkova said. "I'll b ? laklng ( 
■•■hr oi tfco IvortCop* March S tai.Mtoa «W(*. . a lot of medldne, hopefully, to get better. 

•* . I V •• I * ' : i r V v. ?Any loss is disappointing, for sure. But 1 have to look 


forward and go on and work harder.” 

The match started out oddly as tlie first eight games 
were service breaks until Farina finally held serve in the 
ninth game. 

After losing the first-set tiebreaker of tlie two hour. 19 
minute match, Kournikova picked up the pace in die sec- 
ond set. She only allowed Farina to hold serve once, in 
the fourth game. 

“1 lose the concentration at the beginning of the sec- 
ond set; especially the first game after the tiebreaker," 
said Farina, who is now 3-3 in career matches with the 
Russian. "Anna, she's a great fighter. I didn’t- move a lot - 
my Feet felt like stuck bn the court." . 

But she couldn't keep the momentum up In the third 
set. 

Kournikova was able to recoup an early service break in 
die final set, but lit the end, had her serve broken four 
times in the third set. 

It took Hingis only 63 minutes to dispatch the 126th- 
ranked Stevenson, a wildcard recipient who remains an 
amateur and still attends high school in San Diego. 

While Hingis and .Stevenson are both 18-years-oId, they 
are light years apart;in ability at this point. . 

; In the first set, Stevenson 1 won only foar polpts on 
Hingis’s serve. But in. the second set, she was able to 
break the Swiss star’s serve twice, in the fifth apd seventh : 
games. - I . . ' ’ ; ♦. 

‘‘Rost my serve there twice, so I was a little. b*t upset, 
maybe disappointed the way I gave up those games," 
Hingis said. "Especially since Lwas Up 3* Valid could have 
tloSed itoUt soorter.but fdidh’t; V v , ; . ■ '!_■ * . 

■ u “She playecj some gteat.ganW there, she didn’t fhlss as 
much a;; before.” •; ; Vv 




RUNAWAY BAYERN 
CANNOT BE HALTED 




BONN (R) — Bayern Munich extended their 
Bundesliga romp to 14 points on Saturday with a 
2-0 home victory over SC Freiburg. 

Freiburg defender Joern Schwinkendorf pre- 
sented Bayern with the lead in the 30th minute 
with an own goal from a cross by Iranian Ali 
Daei. 

Dael needed no help with Bayern's second, 
collecting a fine pass by Mehmet Scholl to score 
from close range in the 79th minute. 

'Bayern, virtually certain of recapturing the 
title they lost to Kaiserslaurem last May, have 
won their last six league matches without con- 
ceding a goal. 

“We had to work hard for this victory," said 
Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld. “\Ate played very 
well defensively and Freiburg earned very Few 
scoring chances. But we were a bit clumsy in 
attack," 

Champions Kaiserslautern, beaten 2-0 by 
Bayem on Wednesday in the European Cup quar- 
ter-final; first leg, drew 1-1 at Hertha Berlin. 


They moved from third to second. fflt " • ■- ■■ “■ 

Kaiserslautern went ahead through a powerful v , 

shot from outside the box by midfielder Michael 
Ballack in the third minute. Hertha leveled with , , 
a.header from striker Michael Preetz in the 79th. 

“I saw a strong performance, coming shortly . 

after Wednesday's very difficult game," said % jm*' 

Kaiserslautern coacli Otto Rehhagel. “With a bit , ■- “ jjfl „V I 

more concentration, we could have picked three jg> ‘ 

points. But I can live with that draw." sk | H| j^j E ■ H ’ | | | 8 I S fc Vk 

Bayer Leverkusen will regain second spot if E& \ 

they lose home to Werder Bremen on jjttBL ’ 

Lowly Borussia Moenchengladbach beat TSV JHp . 1 . " ~ 

1860 Munich 2-0 with goals from defender -2^ ,V * |7 ' * f - $ 

Michael Klinkert and midfielder Sebastian ''w-' ^aSY '^’-'* . y -t. *> ffi j jj rfe 

Drelsler. ■ li lrfjr ^ l , -» ' J 

Moenchengladbach remained last but closed 1 | - v ‘ ^ | | w ^ £*" * Wt - v / Jjl I 

the gap on Hansa Rostock to three points. [ ‘ ^ ^ _ »* ^ \ r ' £ 1 ^1h ;"v A ^ "7 

Rostock coach Ewald Lienen was sacked on 

Saturday, the day after his side were crushed 4-1 SC Frulburg gwlit Richard Oolx grab* ilia bail from Bayern Munich BraxHIai 
by MSVDuisbtng. Olevanne liber in a Bnndeiliga dash of Munich. The Oerman League wen M, 


KEMP LEADS CAVS # RALLY 


PAST WARRIORS 


CLEVELAND (R) — Shawn Kemp led a second-half 
turnaround by the Cleveland Cavaliers, scoring 22 
of his 31 points over the final 24 minutes and grab- 
bing 14 rebounds In a 97-80 victory over the. 
Golden State Vttirrlors on Saturday. 

After shooting just 2-of-9 from the field in die 
first half, Kemp connected on 6-of-9 to match his 
best point total since joining Cleveland before last 
season. He also sank all 10 of his free throws in the 
second half, finishing 15-of-17 from the line, and 
posted a season high on the boards. 

After the Cavs were blown out at home by 
Detroit 'on Thursday, Kemp had some harsh words 
for his teammates in a highly-publicized locker 
room tirade. He had been limited to 15 points and 
seven boards in that defeat. 

“After the Detroit game, it was the worst game I 
ever played in my 10 years,” Kemp said. "When you 
lose, you get frustrated. Maybe I said things l 
shouldn’t have, but I like to win. i guess some of my 
teammates took it wrong, what 1 said, and I'll han- 
dle it differently the next time. 1 don't want my 
teammates to get dawn on me." 

“Kemp was real good, that's what we expect of 


him," Cleveland guard Brevln Knight said. “He goes 
out every night and puts in his time and does a 
great job. Whenever we play with that effort and 
intensity, it turns out well for us," 

' Knight, who missed the lost two games with a 
sprained index finger, keyed the third-quarter 
comeback with Tour of his 10 assists and four of his 
five steals. He also contributed 10 points and a sea- 
son-high eight rebounds. 


In Orlando, Nick Anderson missed 11 of his first 
12 shots but sank a critical 3-pointef and the Magic 
made 6-oF-7 free throws in the final minute to hold 
off the Detroit Pistons 87-82 and remain unbeaten 
at home. 

Through the- first three quarters, Orlando was 
just 6-of-13 from the line, 

Isaac Austin scored a season-high 23 points- for 
the Magic, who uncharacteristically rode their front 
court to their fourth cpnseojtlve win/ In compiling 
the best record in the Eastern Conference at 144, 
Orlando has relied heavily on to guard rotation of 
Anderson, Penny Hardaway and Darrell Armstrong. 


Kings.ni.Sunsaa 

In Phoenix, Sacramento rookie guard Jason 
Williams scored 24 points to lead the Kings to a 
1 1 1-99 triumph over die Phoenix Suns. 

Williams, the seventh overall pick in the 1998 
draft and top candidate for Rookie of the Year, 
made 8-of-14 shots. Including 4-oF-5 from 3-point 
range. Sacramento (8-9) is 8-2 when he scores at 
least 100 points. 

Sacramento’s Chris Webber had 14 points and 14 
rebounds for his 16th double-double in 17 games. 

The Kings are 2-0 in Phoenix this season after 
dropping their previous 24 visits to the Wiley of the 
Sun. 

Jason Kidd had 21 points, 1 1 assists and nine 
rebounds for Phoenix, which lost for the third time; 
in four outings and fell to 4-5 at home. 


in Vancouver, rookie Michael Dickerson scored a 
season-high 26 points arid' the hbt-Shopting 11 
Houston Rockets handed the Grizzlies' their Sev- 
ehth straight loss, 107-92. 1 


Dickerson was 9-of- L2 from the field 8fld 5-of® 
from beyond the arc to lead the Rockets k* 1 
sparkling 58 percent (35-oK0) rroro the HeW- 
Charles Barkley had 15 points. 10 
seven assists before being ejected afterfi 1 **”' 
Ing a call by referee Scott Foster with 3« * £ 
Barkley shouted an expletive while poi«K» 
get at Foster before walking '“^*1 

Brent Price scored a season-high 19 P 
Scottie Pippen added 17 for the RockoB. 

fipiin 114 ninnciffi ^ 
In San Antonio, the winless Los A*e « "g 
watched helplessly as Tim S 

and David Robinson added 18 to 

Los Angeles (0-i 5) ded thiw 


worst start in NBA history. It pan y^insiAiB*^ 
Clippers squad widi a loss. - to Th ' 

- 'all-time record fofWHyseasmM dlft g? . 
first 17 games before beating .ti* 0 ^ 




THE MOST POWERFUL FIGURE IN WORLD SOCCER 
IS ACCUSED OF BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION 



LONDON — The most powerful figure in world 
waer has been accused of bribery, corruption 
and buying his way into the game's top job. 
Sepp Blatter, president of soccer’s world gov- 
erning body, is fighting claims that he paid col- 
leagues S50, 000 each to ensure that lie landed 
the post as head of Fifo last year. 

The charges threaten to plunge the 
faumational Federation of Football 
Assodations into a corruption scand.nl similar 
to that already engulfing the International 
Olympic Committee. 

Blatter has hit back by threatening world- 
wide legal action against his accuser, the British 
imstigative author David Yailop, in a bid to 
suppress an explosive new book be has written 
ibout dirty-dealing within Flfa. 

Yillop's book, How They Stole The Game, 
contains deeply damaging claims about Blatter, 
his predecessor Joao Havelange, and other 
leading Fifa officials. 

ii investigates what happened to the billions 
of dollars' which Fifa has earned during Foor- 
tfii global explosion in popularity since the 
1950s and reveals details of secret bank 


accounts held by Fifa officials. Worldwide TV 
rights have brought Fifa huge wealth in recent 
years. 

Blit of those accused of wrongdoing, only 
Blatter has gone to law to defend his reputa- 
tion. He has already had the book banned in his 
native Switzerland, where Fifa is based, and 
plans to take similar action in other countries. 

However, he has not been able to prevent 
publication of the bonk in Germany, Austria and 
Brazil. Now several Itriiish 
publishers are showing i_ _l i . _ 
interest in releasing Hie | | | | I ] ! ‘ 
highly controversial bunk. ' 

Fifa spokesman Andie.is 
Herron said Blatter now intended to seek an 
injunction in Germany, where publishers Econ 
Verlag have already been selling the book. 

Herron said: 'Yailop is accusing Mr Blatter of 
paying bribes, being guilty of corruption and 
of buying votes to win the (Fifa) presidential 
election.' 

Yailop responded by accusing Blatter of seek- 
ing Robert Maxweli-styie 'gagging orders' to 
prevent discussion of awkward facts. 


Although Blatter himself is taking the matter 
to court rather than Fifa, football's ruling body 
is thought to be paying for the action. 

In his earlier court action in Zurich, 62-year- 
old Blatter objected to 16 separate passages in 
Yallop's book which he said constituted 
defamation of character.The author confirmed 
yesterday that the Fifa president's main objec- 
tion is to sections concentrating on his contro- 
versial elevation to Iris current post in June 
1998. 

■ j j ii i I » Yailop said: ‘The elec- 
Sj ■( j 1 *| ■! j | linn of Blatter was sus- 
picious and improper 
because of corrupt prac- 
tices surrounding it. It’s my understanding that 
there was vote-buying - and I'm not going to 
withdraw that claim.' 

He also pointed out that the two named 
Blatter supporters he accuses directly in the 
book of bribing Fifa voters have taken no 
action against him. 

How They Stole The Game is the first serious 
blow to Blatter's integrity. His predecessor, 
Havelange, was recently implicated in the 


Olympics votes-for-bribes scandal. The 
Brazilian, who is also a member of the 
International Olympic Committee, allegedly 
demanded expensive gifts and access to prosti- 
tutes from cities hoping to host the Olympics. 

Yailop is reknowned for a series of hard-hit- 
ting books, including one on the notorious 
Craig and Bentley miscarriage of justice in the 
Fifties. His 1984 book In God's Name, which 
claimed Pope John Paul I was poisoned in the 
Vatican 33 days into office, sold five million 
copies worldwide. 

He will air his claims publicly today when he 
starts promotion of a Dutch edition of his new 
book with a public discussion in Amsterdam 
wirli Observer soccer columnist Simon Kuper. 

Blatter is expected to visit Britain in May to 
attend the FA Cup Final at Wembley and may 
also meet the Prime Minister, Tony Blair. 

Yailop s«rid: ‘If Blatter is as pure as he would 
have me believe, then lie should set up a com- 
mission of inquiry - totally independent of Fifa 
- into my claims, along the lines of the recent 
investigation into corrupt practices within the 
IOC by Senator George Mitchell.* 


IRVINE, FERRARI WIN 
AUSTRALIAN GP 


UMOURNE (R) — After five and a half years and 
H Gnnds Prix, Eddie lrvjne finally claimed his 
GH&n Formula One victory on Sunday, driving iris 
Fmari to victory in an extraordinary season-open- 
ing Australian Grand Prix at Albert Park. 

In font of a crowd of 118,000 fans, the 33-year- 
Northem Ireland driver inherited a precious tri- 
“ph for the Italian team after both McLaren 
cars - driven by world champion 
of Finland and his British team- 

rnf David Coulthard, had retired. 

Biey had started from the front row of the grid 
^ ted with ease through the first 1 3 laps. By lap 
■ ey were nearly 18 seconds ahead of Irvine's 
^placed Ferrari. 

Hichilt L! eaiTV ' mate ' double world champion 
Schumacher of Germany, struggled with a 
toiimu.: pro ^ ems but finished eighth, one lap 
Ws victorious partner. 

roachers race was undone by a contentious 
^ pidift ! make ll,ln srart from Hie back of the 
estalle d on the original grid, and then 
Oreo* * J” echanicnl difficulties as he attempted 
; proposition. 

; , B ha ? fou S ht back to fourth by lap 22, lie 

18 again hredded ^ ^ tife that wrecked 

; 8ii liMn^ 110 ^ Whac ^PP^d to Michael today,” 
ii(ij 1 o^u tt 'i. W , 0 ’! eveled ' n bis chance to celebrate 
all th* W n ‘ '^ Ut l ve ® ot t0 ^ank him for 
' sweat in te ? ing ' Thanks Michael I You did all 
! tlng and I just grab the glory.” 

tight finishers 

*e as J ^ me beai ned with pleasure after the 
t ebampagne in all directions 

placed i h C s ^ 8red w 'tb two Germans, sec- 
^WaJ'T? f n c i river Heinz-Harald Frentzen 
ixbwersmL* Umachep ‘ 

1 lace that l ° 8 their deb uts for new teams in 
ew up a wonderful result for the 


underdogs. 

None of the five world champions in rhe race fin- 
ished in the points. 

Albert Park was a day in rhe sun for the men who 
are normally regarded as the supporting cast. 
Italian Giancnrlo Fisichella in a Benetton came 
home fourth, Brazilian Rubens Barrichello was fifth 
for Stewart, and Spanish rookie Pedro de la Rosa 
sixth for Arrows on Iris Formula One debut. 

In a remarkable afternoon's racing,, only eight 
cars finished. After an aborted start, which cost 
Briton Johnny Herbert in his Stewart any chance of 
taking part, there were two interruptions for the 
introduction of the safety car after contestants 
crashed out in dangerous positions and a series of- 
retircments by leading drivers of great experience, 

Frenchman Jean' Alesi stalled his Sauber on the 
grid; 1996 world champion Damon Hill crashed out 
in his Jordan on the opening lap of his 1 0Otli Grand 
Prix: Canadian Jacques Villeneuve, the 1997 cham- 
pion, crashed out on lap 13- Coulthard, suffering 
hydraulics problems, pulled In to the McLaren 
garage and retired. 

Italian . Alessandro Zanardl, debuting for 
Williams, crashed out on lap 20, and one lap later 
Hakkinen pulled In and gave up after his McLaren's 
throttle linkage failed. 

By the half-way point, fejwer than half of the 
starters were still running. Irvine took command 
after i8 laps when Hakkinen slowed dramatically, 
battling against the problems which eventually 
forced him to retire. ' ; 

Irvine's victory was the 1 20th for Ferrari, but 
their first on Australian soil since 1987 when 
Austrian Gerhard Berger wori in Adelaide. 

Asked how it felt to be leading the World cham- 
pionship, Irvine, who Is contracted to be the sup- 
porting-man to Schumacher's bid for Ferrari Vfirst 
drivers” Championship iri^ij 'years, said: “It feels' 
good : j think I’ll go and • see Jeari3b.dt [the .team’s 
sporting airectorl and see where we'go frajrn jierer 
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WALKING THE TIGHTROPE 


MLY — MARCH 8, 1999 


During the coming weeks, in parallel legal actions, 
two Jewish women in New York will walk a tightrope 
between Jewish and secular law, in cases that have 
caused consternation in Brooklyn, home to the 
world's largest communities of Hasidic Jews. 

NEW YORK — Helen Chayie Sieger practiced the 
faith of tiie community in which she lived in Brooklyn: 
that of Bobovar Hassidic Jewry. Now she has been 
branded by its elders as a sinner, "totally unfit for sex- 
ual intercourse." 

Chani Lightman, on the Modern Orthodox wing of 
the Jewish faith, did likewise, in Cedarhurst, Long 
Island. Now, the secrets she confided In her spiritual 
guide stand to cost her the custody of her children, as 
they were spread about the community to denounce 
her. 

Both women are, and have always been, deeply 
religious, loyal to their beliefs and their people. 
Sieger. 45. is a nursing home administrator. Lightman, 
38, a mother of four children, is a nurse. 

Battle lines have been drawn around them. To- 
some they are heretics and outcasts, ro 
others beacons of bravery, dignity 
and reform. 

During the coming weeks, in paral- 
lei legal actions. Sieger and Lightman will walk a 
tightrope between Jewish and secular law. 

Lightman is suing a rabbi whom she accuses of 
betraying confidences to her husband. She had gone 
to Rabbi David Weinberger for marriage counseling 
and had told him intimate details about sex and even 
violence behind closed doors in the marriage with her 
estranged husband. Dr Hylton Lightman. 

Then she began to hear whispers in the tightly knit 
community - that she was failing to live by religious 
law - even, according to tire court papers, that she 
was "seeing a man in a social situation." 

And when it came to a legal tangle over custody of 
die couple's four children, Lightman was appalled to 
find that details of her confidences with the rabbi 
were contained in the papers. 

She took her case to court, winning a summary 
judgment from Justice David Goldstein, who called 
the rabbi’s action "not only improper, it was outrn- 
The tapestry of German laywoman Anna Schaffer, who dedicated her life to ge0 us and offensive." Now Lightman is seeking dam- 
Ood «ln» Iho ago al IS, and an a recognized coerce of Incplrallon for the ages saW to mn " imo m ||| ion$ .» ", am religious and 
suffering, hangs Inside If. Mar's Basilica al Iho Vacation during fhe beautl- f ee i very strongly aboutjudalsm," said Lightman, “but 
flcation ceremony yesterday. 


1 don’t feel this is a representation orwhatjudaisraot 
religion is. It is simply an abuse of powe, b, „„ 
men." } 

Sieger's case is more complex, more ■qualidm 
cuts far deeper. 

She is suing for $13 million an assembly oflOOri 
bis across the United States and .Canada, dalmingfo 
some of the rabbis were paid in cash byherestrajtai 
husband or 26 years to grant a special "pofaamotf 
divorce. Orthodox Jews who seek a divorce inihedj 
courts are subject to the same civil law a m 
American. But in order to remarry they must & 
secure or be granted a “get", a religious divore. 

Sieger left her husband Chaim, whom she raanitf 
in 1972, In 1995. 

The following year she was advised by the did- 
rabbi of the Bobov community to see one of the nw : 
she is suing - a Rabbi Herbst - to talk about her nai 
tal difficulties. She dedded not to do : 
M> - Bl,t two years later Herbst "fife 
.ly" wrote to tell her she was oMfri' 
under Jewish law to consult him. S»- 
did so on condition of confidentiality She told 
luin "many intimate details" of the “long and trouUnl 
marriage." 

She initiated divorce proceedings and append 
three times before a rabbinical court to secure Lfw 
"get". Out of the blue a letter arrived from her but - 
band's attorney to say that “as you are aware, arab 
binicai divorce has already been granted." Indeed i 
had - a rare “heter meali rabonim" reserved for enha 
sinners against Jewish law or else the mad aid 
comatose. 

A “heter" is not a divorce, but an endond 
polygamy, enabling a man to take another wife b 
extreme circumsrances, where the bonds of the erin 
mg marriage defied all hope of happiness. 

The 3/5 M4 heter 3/5 MO included intimate del** 
which Sieger says could have come only from Rabfci 
Herbst, ro show that she was "nor fit to live wiihinJ 
have sexual relations witli." Sieger's case has caused 
consternation in Brooklyn, home to the worth 
biggest communities of Hassidic Jews. Meetings to 
heard impassioned speeches for and against her. to. 
behind it all is a woman "strangled," she says. I* 
stigma.” 
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I UN SECRETARY GENERAL'S MESSAGE 
ON INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 


Ww 

Way, we celebrate the last International 
Wbmen's Day of the 20th century. It gives us 
u occasion to take stock of the progress 
ode in the struggle for equal rights for 
men and for women’.s full participation in 
At development process. It presents us with 
□obligation to face the road we have yet to 
tovel. 

We can look with some pride at the 
remarkable achievements made so far. We 
wtered a century where women had the 
hi to vote in a mere handful of countries; 
leave one where the participation of 
wn at senior levels of leadership, natlon- 
dmd international, is no longer questioned. 


In many countries, provisions guaranteeing 
the enjoyment of human rights without- dis- 
crimination on the basis of sex have been 
included In Constitutions or Integrated into 
legislative reforms. Discriminatory legal pro- 
visions have been repealed and legal literacy 
and other measures introduced to alert 
women of their rights and ensure their 
access to those rights. The world community 
has identified violence against women its 
various forms as a dear violation of women’s 
rights. Strong actions have been put in place, 
at the international, regional, and national 
levels, to confront what should always have 
been considered unconscionable. 

Yet much remains to be done. As we stand 
on the threshold of the new millennium, we 
are confronted by challenges both new and 
old. At the forefront is the impact on women 
of globalization, liberalization, economic 
restructuring and privatization. Poverty 
among women - especially heads of house- 
holds and older women - appears to be deep- 
ening. Women are over-represented among 
the unemployed and underemployed. If 
employed, they tire more than likely than 
men ro be found in poorly paid, part-time 
employment or temporary and insecure jobs. 

Women continue ro pay with their lives for 
inadequate provision of healthcare. 
Preventable diseases and unequal access to 



horrific tales mark 

UN INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S DAY 


health care still afFect women and girls, 
especially those in the rural sector. To our 
shame, maternal and infant mortality remain 
high in several countries, both as a result of 
inadequate ante-natal and maternity care, 
and of limitations in family planning pro- 
grams. HIV infection among women contin- 
ues to increase, and countries still lack pro- 
grams targeted to HIV/AIDS prevention and 
treatment among women and girls. 

Next year, five years will have passed since 
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action - the world’s first truly comprehensive 
plan in areas of critical concern to women’s- 
advancement. Let us recommit ourselves to 
its full implementation. The ideal of gender 
equality, to which we have so long aspired, is 
still far from a reality. High on our agenda 
must be the completion of the structure of 
international legal protection. I urge those 
Governments that have not yet done so to 
ratify the United Nations Convention on the 
Elimination of AH Forms of Discrimination 
against Women. In December this year we 
will commemorate the 20th anniversary of 
the adoption of the Convention, which sets 
out steps required to eliminate discrimina- 
tion against women in all spheres of life, 
including in the family. .The completion of 
the legal framework for equality must be 
complemented by the creation of an enabling 


AFGHAN TALEBAN DEFENDS 
POLICY ON WOMEN, ACCUSES 
WEST OF VIOLATIONS 


environment to secure de facto equality for 
women. 

On our last International Women’s Day 
before the new millennium, let us rededicate 
ourselves to eliminating the discrimination 
and disadvantage to which women are' still 
subjected - whether in the world of work, in 
access to health care services, in the provi- 
sion of social services and social safety nets, 
in peace-building and reconstruction or, per- 
haps most importantly, in the home. Let us 
enter the new millennium with the prospect 
of gender equality in sight for women every- 
where. 


A life free 
of violence 


j Jr r™ W — Beaten, mutilai- THERE ARE NO designed to look like accidents. 

P«. burned, kidnapped and ter- U||M AM D!|){|TC The definition of violence covers a wide 

•the stories are horrific and llu? B spectrum, according to Noeleen Heyzer, 

11,0115 ,nter| ds to tell some of B*Ov executive director of UNIFEM, the U.N, 

lomJ! n . . Monday t0 observe B P *B Development Fund for Women and main 

Victim,"* !? nien ' S D,iy ’ Wk\ JH sponsor of the event. 

• activists and celebrities, Jf I T H O IIT Crimes Include domestic abuse, rape as 
iwS. reS5 ‘ S,n8Cr J 1l!k ' Andrews, WOMEN'S RKHTS 0 war crime, traditional practices such as 
^ pate in a five-city video con- ■BHflflEflHHM female circumcision, dowry and honour 
^ NjijohT Y ° rlt ’ Mexico C,ly * Nt ‘ w ***"■“■■* killings, and trafficking - using deception 
UtaWi Ji Slrasbouf 8' rrance • that links or coercion to sell women into prostitution or 

fences of violence inspired domestic servitude. 


1 ' strategies to curb it. At least 20 percent of women around the world 

assa,, it. forced prostitution, have been physically or sexually assaulted. 

H h n ' harassment the work- Violence kills or Incapacitates as many women of 

fat ^ l " e man Y other forms of violence childbearing age as cancer does, U.N; and World , 

ifal jxjJJ 0,1 J cross cultural, religious and Dank figures show. * , 

k»y|tj nes ' U.N. Secretary-General Kofi During conflicts or wars ; In Uberia, Peru,, 
ilfaj, «iHc- Rwanda, Somalia and Uganda, rapewas a frequent, 

^ofiocl u ° orml t° r ies were emptied by weapon. And In the former Yugoslavia, the ' 
™ ny ' a reli 8lous eccentric, who European Community estimates; 20,000 women, ; , 
t * Wn 5, ^®° S’ris and boys to most of them Moslems, had been raped, ; . 

Nfa a* *, y aretra, ned to fight, kill, and In Papua New Guinea, 6£ percent of rora| women- 

Nttiojjjrjd J urv vor ' s to testify about her have been physically abused and Irijordaq "Honor ' 

bUedco (w 1 *’ killings" of Women believed to'haye shaded die 

S In wiH talk about *e recent family accduni’foj* 25 deaths a Year, a quarter of the . 

in ant * wbet h er they have made country's mUrdefrate. And fn several African awl • 
America, where 1 2 countries Middip W^ountries ;as Wpll af : lhddnhiia, ; ; 
^•And | n ji he proposes to marry the Malaysia, Pakistan and India more than 2 million , 
■ IJwomen ite each day girls and women' suffer genital niuajation. atom. 
rT dispute,, mostly In kitchen fires ofnjaimingclncumcisiqn, 


KABUL (R) — Afghanistan's 
ruling Ihleban Islamic move- 
ment on Sunday defended its 
treatment or women and, on 
the eve of international 
women's day, accused its 
Western critics of rights viola- 
tions. 

A senior Tnieban official 
also declared that the purist 
' Islamic movement would not 
change its policy on women,. 

■ saying that It was based on 
Islamic injunctions that 
Moslems are bound to follow. 

. "tiie Tkleban’s treatment of 
women originates frpm thp 
■realities of our'sogpty and is -1 ' 
based Qri tslamtc Injunctions," ; 
"a. Tklebah Foreign Ministry ' 
v ' 

; ^ : ;J;TJie 'ftlei)an, which' cwitfols;' - 
. , . abbut^ '9P ; ,pereent^. ; pfV 
; ; ^hflhfstth;‘ jlas pome'under -:.. 
; Jntarnatldrial pjtlfcisnj foj Its . : 
•- restrjetfens on' wotrieh' sii^h as v .; 


try. wliicli means protecting 
their honour and dignity," 
Mawlavi Mohammad Sharif, 
deputy minister in charge of 
religious police, told Reuters, 

“The West humiliates 
women and violates their 
rights, that is why they nomi- 
nate one day of the year as 
international women's day," 
he said.' 

“Why are they not celebrat- 
ing one day of the year as a 
day for men? It is because 
they have not given full rights 
to women and want to show 
that they care for Woinen/' lie 
allied, \ ■ 

\;Tbp1bleb4riswept td power! 

' In thp suropfcr of 1$96 and ; 
fips, a 1$ abjflrred girls from gdu^ 
rcatiori,- premising Uiat on^,|t 
takes, ppptroV of the- .whoj^. 

. country, .’Wqipen will hpYd. thfe! 
'HgHt^t^yvork and education 
; on'th^ of l slam Ip law / 1 

RriB tHe ^epuntry’s cultufal 
d^non^ ^ 


THE PILL FINALLY 
APPROVED IN 
JAPAN 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
women are fuming over their 
decades-long wait for the Pill 
nnd tiie authorities’ failure ro 
give approval even after nine 
years of official debate. 

The male anti-impotence 
drug Viagra was approved in 
January after a lightning six 
months' consideration, but 
health officials meeting here 
Wednesday foiled to make a 
final derision on the female 
contraceptive. 

The pharmaceutical commit- 
tee will hold another meeting 
in June to officially announce 
Its recommendation to Health 
and Welfare Minister Sohei 
Mlyashita that The Pill go on 
sale. 

Women's groups said the 
decision to delay yet again n 
final recommendation on the 
use of the Pill, reportedly 
because of problems about 
prescription Instructions', 
reflected a lack of Concern, j 

hTi'ere; Is. no need to posri 
pone saii MidpH A^fjlda, one 
of the founders of japan’5 
Professi opapA^m^'s. Coa{ IHon 
for, Sexuality and jff a|t|i. “VWa 
hasre no rti^m.^rit^ceptlve 

japfcn js foe only indtistyj aljze^ 
naflori yet tb : appfov« ttid Fiji, 
■ for general uset X ■ ‘ijta 








